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1. Introduction

Latayef Ashrafi fi Bayan Tawayef Sufi is one of monastery
manuscripts on 8" and 9™ Hijri century, written by Haji Nezamuddin
Gharib Yamani in terms of characteristics, narrations and
magnanimity of Seyed Ashrafudding Jahangir Semnani, the Iranian
mystic of India and the founder of a sect called Ashrafia. This book
contains sixty chapters entitled “Latifeh” (=witty remarks). According
to its outstanding stylistic features, this work is analyzed from
linguistic, reflective and literary viewpoints. According to the
outcomes of this study, some aspects such as phonetic variations in
some words, different types of assonance, making use of Arabic,
Indian, and Turkish words and expressions, particular use of feminine
names, and the old form of progressive verbs fall among linguistic
features of this book. In reflective terms, some features such as
mysticism, philosophy, occult sciences, and diverse religious and
reflective branches are of major subjects in the mentioned work. In
literary sphere, the book is associated with poetry and replete with
language enhancement elements such as different types of affidavit,
pun, metaphor, and simile among which affidavit and pun carry higher
frequency. The following statements present the methodology of
analyzing the text, discussion about the topic, and the conclusion of
the present study.
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2. Methodology

Based on a descriptive-analytical and library method, this study tries
to manifest stylistic features of Latayef Ashrafi in three linguistic,
literary and reflective dimensions. To achieve such aim, first the high
frequency samples are extracted, and then, they are allocated in
different categories, and finally the findings are studied. The statistical
span of the research includes second volume of the book (witty
remarks from number 15 to number 60). Accordingly, the stylistic
features of the manuscript available in Ayatullah Mar’ashi’s library
are examined. The method of the study is through library and based
upon recognition and interpreting outstanding stylistic characteristics
of Latayef Ashrafi text.

3. Discussion

In his writing of Latayef Ashrafi, Gharib Yamani was influenced by
mystic works prior to himself. It is conveyed from the narrative
structure of the book that it was a ceremonial prose. Since by the end
of the eighth century and the opening years of the ninth century,
“both Khorasani and technical prose were written” (Shamisa, 2014, p.
18), the prose of Latayef Ashrafi is not an exception. The sriting style
of this work is not homogeneous. When talking about religious rules
and prays, it is solely to convey the meaning; however, while
expressing the bravery of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and clergies,
it utilizes a prose supplied with literary and spiritual style and
rhetoric. In order to study the stylistic features of the mentioned book,
it is interpreted through three linguistic, reflective, and literary
dimensions. Considering the linguistic sphere, and the phonetic area,
since Latayef Ashrafi belongs to the narrative literature, the tone of
speech affects the phonemes, and this commonly happens due to the
local and historical situation of the author; for instance turning the
sound /dj/ to /3/ in the word “hejdahom” (=eighteenth) (Gharib
Yamani, p. 416). Assonance, also, is one of the most frequent
rhythmic elements used by Gharib Yamani for apparent form of his
speech, “aiuyy 208 As 4y 5 i)l 25a¥ds 4 (=ornamented with
singlehood and adorned with solitude.) (Gharib Yamani, 772). In this
regard, frequency of turning vowels and consonants and different
types of assonance, particularly parallel assonance, is higher than
other phonetic characteristics. In verbal area, the usage of Arabic
words and expressions possesses high frequency. In witty remarks
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(no. 16, 20, 38 and 52), also, most of the statements are written in
Arabic “ s Al ) ee¥) (s sa B8l 1Ko yaY) O (= Ashraf says,
‘Tawakkul means to leave works to God’) (Gharib Yamani, p. 620).
One may come across many Indian words whose frequency is more
than Turkish ones in Latayef Ashrafi. The use of ancient words and
expressions such as “<©& /tagavot/ (=to strengthen) (Gharib
Yamani, p. 620) have high frequency. Also, great number of plural
forms, the word “_28” /faqir/ (=poor), name of Iranian myths such as
Rustam, and also some titles for ladies like “Khatoon” appear in
Latayef Ashrafi. There are numerous novel phrases such as “sun of
Samaa’” (=the best of Sufi singing) (Gharib Yamani, p. 433) in
Latayef Ashrafi, as well. In terms of verbal features, respectively, the
Arabic words and expressions, ancient words and the use of word
“poor” possess the highest frequency. In grammatical sphere, the
most frequent ones include the old structure of verbs “oasdl”
/bashldan/ (= to be), the harmony between noun and adjective such as
“ollul s ol /djavandn- tirandizan/ (=young bowmen), using
verbal forms as adjectives such as “taken, become,...”, special usage
of pronouns, the same as using he/she for non-living entities, using
plural for of pronouns, change the pronoun of plural verbs and the
first person singular pronoun; also, also, the adverb “somehow”
which is mostly used when the author is expressing his content. In
general, the most frequent features in terms of grammar include the
use of verbal forms as adjective, old form of verbs, adverb
“somehow”, and change in pronouns. In literary terms, Latayef
Ashrafi is a prose written along with poetry, and the style of writing
asserts that the author had professed in the rules of hic contemporary
rhetoric techniques; consequently, the book is regarded as one or
literary works as well. Different types of simile and metaphor are the
most frequent imaginary techniques. Most of similes are additional
simulations in which some novelties appear in vehicle, such as “the
garden of the soul” (Gharib Yamani, p. 633). Metaphor, also, mostly
act in two types of approved and probable, the same as “the face of
unity” (Gharib Yamani, p. 512). The author makes use of rhetorical
speech both in verbal and in conceptual sphere; one of the most
frequent verbal techniques includes different types pun, and
particularly, homographic pun, the same as ‘“Bawaten, Mawaten”
(=inside, homes) (Gharib Yamani, p. 620). Allusion, symmetry, and
reference to Quran, hadiths, and Persian or Arabic poems are
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frequently seen as rhetorical speech. Totally, the most frequent
figures of speech in Latayef Ashrafi include additional simulation,
homographic pun, and reference to Quran, hadiths, and Persian or
Arabic poems.

In reflective realm, the author has written his reflections and
purposed statements beneath various mystic expressions, and
analyzing such statements can explore the reflective perspective of
Seyed Ashraf Semnani. One of the most frequent reflective
statements includes the discussion about philosophy, and particularly,
pantheism. Occult science and wonders which contain different types
of amulets, intercessions and the rules of Jafr. This book prepares
suitable information about diverse religions and sects and their beliefs
contemporary to it. The subject matter of the fifty eighth witty remark
Is thoroughly stars, their features, narrations about clergies and the
accounts of Sheykh Ashrafuddin. In fifteenth witty remark, chiefly,
the book introduces the family tree of great Sufi and mystic clergies
including Ashrafudding Semnani. The fifty fourth witty remark
introduces the biography of many earlier and contemporary poets
whose study looks crucial for the literary history.

4. Conclusion

Latayef Ashrafi has been written during the eighth and ninth centuries
during which Khorasani and technical prose was fashionable; as a
result, its writing style is not homogeneous and conveys the features
of ceremonial prose. Considering linguistic realm, according to
phonetic characteristics of the work, one can conclude that such
variations have penetrated into the text from old Indian language.
Utilizing different types of assonance presents a rhythmic and tunable
prose to the reader. Considering the grammar and structure, the use of
old verbs, specific pronouns, etc. shows that the book tends to
technical style. Making use of ancient form of the words, abundance
of Arabic words and expressions, and making new forms of words
makes the text near to technical style in verbal realm. In literary
sphere, the use of different figures of speech including several
rhetorical and conceptual figures manifests the literary value of the
work. Utilizing delicate allusions and the verses from well-known
poets, Ashrafuddin and the author himself leads the work to be
fascinating as much as possible. In addition to mysticism, in
reflective area, many subjects including religion, different sects of
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belief, astronomy, occult sciences, philosophy and the biography of
mystics and poets are of importance due to the accounts of
Ashrafuddin Semnani’s opinions about them.
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Semnani, Latayef Ashrafi fi Bayan Tawayef Sufi.
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