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1. Introduction

Cultural semiotics is a sub-branch in semiotic studies, considering
cultural issues as its predominant topics. This field deals with mental
and substantial models generated to comprehend the culture of self
and other; therefore, it does not exclusively correspond an individual
culture, rather it involves the relationship between different cultures.
In this perspective, every culture, as against the external space which
is equivalence to chaos, confusion, and savagery, considers itself as a
cultural harmony. That is why in the history one faces5 the formation
of notions such as ‘barbarity, brutal, and monstrous’, which even
though they lack the real correspondence in cultural semiotics
perspective, they are synonymous for cultural other concepts. One
might trace back this dual role of harmony/chaos or culture/non-
culture in old texts of various societies, e.g. diachronic texts about the
Mongolian invasion to Iran and neighboring countries. In this
opposition, Iranians are considered as culture/harmony and
Mongolians as non-culture/chaos who attacked Iran, disturbed the
order and verged cultural self. Thus it might be asserted that cultural
semiotics can give access to new arguments in analyzing texts. In this
basis and to enjoy the analytical capacity of cultural semiotics, in this
article, “Nafsat-ol-Masdour” is studied; since this text includes
precious literary-diachronic propositions which Zeydari-ye Nasavi
narrates from the invasion of Mongolians and their ruling period in
Iran.

2. Methodology
This article is based on a descriptive-analysis method. To start, those

* Corresponding author. E-mail: asadollahi@Uma.ac.ir.
DOI: 10.22103/j11.2019.12699.2542



Journal of Prose Studies in Persian Literature

proposition in ‘“Nafsat-ol-Masdour” which are related to the six
coding methods concerned in this paper were identified and analyzed.
Accordingly, the author’s approach to the display of cultural
oppositions in the text was depicted.

3. Discussion

Cultural semiotics is a concept which studies the semiology of culture
in relation to others. One might claim that in this perspective, culture
IS @ mechanism of sign codes which is not meaningful by itself, it is
formed by the presence of cultural other, and consequently is an
intercultural issue. Lotman and Ouspensky, as two pioneers in cultural
semiotics, stress that two notes are important in defining this field.
First, every culture has its own idiosyncratic features; i.e. culture is
never a general and universal set, rather it is a subset which is
organized in a certain way. In this perspective, culture is a marked
space in opposition of non-culture. Moreover, in contrast to non-
culture, it is manifested as a sign system. In this sense, different
cultural aspects of cultural semiotics, such as ‘being man-maid’,
‘being conventional’ and ‘the capacity to accumulate human
experience, stand against ‘being natural’, ‘being arbitrary’, and ‘the
former quality of having nature’, in order.

4. Conclusion

In this study to analyze “Nafsat-ol-Masdour”, by Zeydari-ye Nasavi
from cultural semiotics perspective, first, the existence of two
simultaneous texts are mentioned: an abstract linguistic-diachronic
text and a more abstract and complicated literary text. To determine
cultural self and cultural other, the model that Sojoudi (2009b: 153)
presents is applied. Thereafter, four angles were recognized: “self and
no other”, “not-self, but other”, “both self and other” and “not-self nor
other”. Applying some instances, to make the contrast between self
and other more tangible, the linguistic codes, instruments, motions,
quantity, architecture, and religion were investigated. In scrutinizing
linguistic coding, the different presence of non-Tatar other in the text
were mentioned. This linguistic presence was regarded as the
achievement of lIranians converting to Islam as the result of the
contrast of harmony/chaos in the first Hijri century. In addition, other
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reasons such as representing self and other in religious code, declaring
the alignment and solidarity with the Arabs as other in mutual texts as
in contrasts to ‘Tatar’ (as the second other), cause the presence of
non-Tatar other in “Nafsat-ol-Masdour”. In studying the cultural self
and other in contrastive use of tense, it was found that the author had
applied past progressive to make contrast between self and optimal
situation of the pre- and post-Mongolian invasion period. He also
practiced present perfect to define other and the present situation.
Cultural self and other in linguistic definitions are sub-branches of
linguistic coding and the highest point of representation the dual
contrasts between harmony and chaos in “Nafsat-ol-Masdour”. In this
section, examples in which other is represented by words such as dog,
fox, raven, ant and etc were cited.

In Instrumental coding, investigating examples in which a sword was
represented as an instrument in cultural self and other, the sword was
found with self represents bravery and gallantry, while with other, it
speaks for the messenger of death and the terminator of life.

Motion, on the other hand, is one of the codes in ‘“Nafsat-ol-Masdour”
serves to show the dominance of other; hence the presence of other as
the symbol of chaos in the borders of the country, and also the
accumulative motion of the other as opposed to the regressive motion
of self was observed.

Based on the samples which express quantity code, it was concluded
that, firstly, the number of Tatar troops are more than Jalal-A-Din’s.
The fact that there are more descriptions dedicated to the troops of
Tatar’s reveals that even by figures, chaos dominates harmony, and as
the result non-culture governs the culture.

The basis of architectural cultural semiotics is the alteration in
centrality and direction of self and other’s perspective. In this concept,
the destruction of Ganjeh, Azerbaijan, Khoy, and Noshahr by Tatar
troops relates to the habitation, which is a symbol of being populous.
Thus, it is claimed that the destruction of structures in Mongolian
troops in their perspective, or as Zeydari puts ‘Tatar architecture’, who
were nomadic and had no clue of housing as there were in Iran,
perfectly matches the harmony in their culture.

In examining the religious coding, it is asserted that the fidelity of
Iranians to Islam and infidelity of Mongolians to it introduces



Journal of Prose Studies in Persian Literature

ideology as the principle to self and corollary to other in the mind of
the author. On the other hand, this opposition in two cultural systems
causes the formation of different coding which makes the institution
of religion incomprehensible to both parties. In such circumstances,
the author profits the religious coding in two ways: one by using the
events narrated in verses of the Quran in relation to self and other.
Then, by defining self and other with religious terminology, to reject
cultural other in his text.

Keywords: Cultural semiotics, cultural self and other, code, “Nafsat
ol-Masdour”
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