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1. Introduction

Abu’l-Fadl Muhammad ibn Husayn Bayhaqgi (died in 1077) in his
book Bayhaqi’s History “The Execution of Hasanak the Vizier, Peace
be upon him” presents both a dramatic history and an execution rite in
Ghaznavid Period of Iranian history. His text enjoys an exact and
cubic style of writing along with a subtlety of thought and language.
Bayhaqi is a master of theatric style who put the reader at the core of
events to be able to observe the history. In fact, detailed occurrence-
telling and rendering the truths in his book help the readers to
carefully see, hear, and feel characters’ actions and speeches, and to
watch the running scenes. Such a presentation of history is a good site
for sociological analysis and cultural discussions. Hence, the present
research aims at studying Bayhaqi’s History and its dramatic
execution based on Michel Foucault’s theories in Discipline and
Punish: the Birth of the Prison (1977). The major aim of this paper is
to pursue torture, torment, power, and punishment according to what
Foucault expounded in his analytical book. However, text analyses
under the modern theories which are the products of the new world
and its complicated societies never carry contemporary reader to the
old time, but bestows new and fresh outlooks on the text and increases
the pleasures of reading.

2. Methodology

This research benefits an analytical-descriptive method and embraces
a library-based inquiry. Discussing and evaluating classical works
according to modern theories is a proper means to make a bridge
between the past and the present. This study attempts to find answers
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to these questions: 1. How Bayhagi as a classical author/historian
could reveal the lifestyle of people and dramatize the state’s behavior?
To what extent Michel Foucault’s patterns of torture, power, and
torment can be traced in Bayhaqi’s History? 3. IS Bayhaqi’s History
an authentic and documentary text where one can behold Iranian
culture and political activity in Ghaznavid Period?

3. Discussion

Torture and execution of Hasanak the Vizier in Bayhagqi’s History is
an example of power relations and its direct influences on the society
and people. Bayhaqi presents a straight and perfect picture of
Ghaznavid period of Iranian history and the power matrix of the time.
By a detailed analytical method of writing and insisting on
verisimilitude and facts, Bayhaqi wants to keep a history which is far
from bigotry and biased outlooks; his major aim is to make his text
reliable and his history trustworthy. The writer depicts the events and
tries to analyze reasons and causes behind those events, and to find
why Hasanak was tortured hard and then executed. Bayhaqi insists
that the kings become furious by three stuffs: cursing and malediction;
opening the secrets; and ravishment and raping in harem.

In his book Discipline and Punish: the Birth of the Prison (1977),
Michel Foucault illustrates that power does not exist but there are the
individual relations with which power becomes meaningful. His
outlook toward power is not pejorative but positive in that it functions
in our division of the true and the false as well as the good and the
evil. His discussion of power reveals the interconnections between
mechanisms of power and economic and political institutions. For
example, in the 17th and 18th centuries in Europe, a new mechanism
of power emerged which was exercised over bodies by a system of
surveillance which was based on minimum expenditure and maximum
return.

Foucault in his Discipline and Punish historically traces the roots and
origins of power. He outlines three sorts of ways of organizing the
power to punish which are penal tortures, humanitarian reform, and
penal incarceration (Smart, 1985: 80). The first organization of
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punishment deals with monarchal law and the exercise of sovereign
power. Here, the punishment is spectacular, public, ritualistic, and
violent. The power and force of the king is displayed to reveal “for all
to see the power relation that gave his force to the law” (Foucault,
Discipline and Punish, 1995: 25). The second method of exercising
power seeks to achieve more effectively, regularity, and detail, so that
to “increase its effect while diminishing its economic cost ... and its
political cost” (Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 1995: 28). Therefore,
the punishment becomes appropriate to the crime. Here, the crime is
not viewed as an offence against the body or the will of the sovereign
but against the society. The last way of organizing the power rests on
the penal incarceration. According to Foucault, this mode of
punishment or prison had long been established in monasteries,
armies, and workshops. Here, the hierarchical observation,
normalizing judgment, and the examination are the main instruments.
Therefore, due to the hierarchical observation, visibility and power are
interrelated.

In all his approaches, Foucault’s treatment of history is “non-event-
oriental history” rather than “history of events”, in which he
concentrates on comparative methods, structuralist insights and
statistical discussions. According to Foucault, an event “is not a
decision, a treaty, a reign, or a battle, but the reversal of a relationship
of forces, the usurpation of power, the appropriation of a vocabulary
turned against those who had once used it, a feeble domination that
position itself as it grows lax” (Gutting, 1996: 40). Therefore, with his
‘diagnostic’ and comparatist method, Foucault’s spatialized and
mapping thinking goes far beyond the common and traditional view of
history which seeks to ascertain the truth as it actually happened. He is
interested in space rather than time, and makes his readers feel
themselves among the events rather than standing in a corner and
looking at them.

Likewise, Abu’l-Fadl Bayhagi in his drawing of Hasanak the Vizier’s
tortures and execution, renders body and pain; he reveals how power
and its dominating nature captures both body and soul of the victim.
King Mas'ud of Ghazni has his own political tactics by which he
dominates the body of the convict and spread his power throughout
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the society to the lowest layers. During the Ghaznavid period, by
developing a naked power and making people watch some ceremonial
theatres of power, the monarchs attempted to reinforce their reign and
power pillars. Such ceremonies were public, spectacular, ritualistic,
and violent. Therefore, bodies were central to the attention of power
holders and courtiers.

4. Conclusion

Analyzing torment, torture, and power based on foucaultian patterns
and theories may reveal the relationship of power with society. In
Bayhaqi’s History, the triangle of King, Caliph, and the convict in the
glorious theatre of execution, and the political ceremony in which the
convict turns to be a symbol of king’s antithesis all indicate penalty
and punishment as an invigorating phenomena that nourish king’s
power and will. Foucault insists that a total economics of power has
been utilized in the executions and their extravagances. Hasanak the
Vizier is a victim of power game and its consequent destructive
outcomes; he is at the lowest part of this theatre of execution and
political territory. That is why Foucault avers that the body is at the
core of punishment and its mechanism. Hence, Bayhagqi’s History is a
mirror of power relationship encompassing technologies of politics
and economics. In this power relationship, an execution is a tool to
compensate the lack of imperial rituals; that is execution is replaced
with coronation, king’s arrivals at big cities, and other kingly rites and
customs. This is an attempt to make people remember the dignity and
glory of monarchs periodically.
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Discipline and Punish, Ghaznavid Period, Sociology of Literature.
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