Journal of Prose Studies in Persian Literature

Supernatural Forces and Their Role in the Haft Lashkar Scroll

Mohammad Fouladi; Associate professor, Qom University
Zahra Gholami; Ph.D. Student of Persian Language and Literature,
Qom University*

1. Introduction

Haft Lashkar is originally the name of one of the renowned narrative
battles that has been described as one of the narrator’s comprehensive
scrolls. The scroll has been combined with the themes of folk stories
and includes ancient Iranian epic-mythological stories such as
Shahnameh,  Garshasb-nameh,  Sam-nameh, Faramarz-nameh,
Jahangir-nameh, Borzunameh, Banugoshasb-nameh, and Bahman-
nameh. The scroll has been scribed by an anonymous narrator or
narrators in a plain language and in the same dialect contemporary
with that of Amir Arsalan's text, in the year 1292 AH /1875 AD,
during the Nasir al-Din Shah Qajar era. The narrator’s scrolls are a
relatively important part of scribed folk literature the study of which is
very important in case of research in national epics and the
clarification of its details and dark corners. But because of their folk
aspects, they have been taken into less consideration by researchers,
and hence the importance and necessity of the present research
become evidently highlighted. The main issue of this article is the
achievement of the most important metaphysical forces and their
impact on the events and trends of the story and the heroes’ fate in the
Haft Lashkar narrator's scroll.

2. Methodology

This study has attempted to do an analytical-descriptive examination
into the supernatural forces that support the hero and help him,
referring to the Haft Lashkar narrator's scroll. So, first of all, some
cases of supernatural forces that are helping the hero were
investigated, and then by studying the epic and mythical books and in
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the form of content analysis, the classification and analysis of the
samples were done.

3. Discussion

One of the themes of epic and mythological stories is the supernatural
forces’ intervention in the form of invisible help from God in support
of the hero. In order to achieve their ideals, the mythological heroes
ask help from the power of supernatural beings such as Simurgh,
Soroush, Div (Demon) and magicians. And in many mythologies, the
supportive powers or "guards” compensate for the initial disability of
the hero. Among the supernatural forces that are helping the hero and
are reflected in Haft Lashkar narrator's scroll, there are prophecy,
dream, god support, prayer, meeting with saints, real and supernatural
animals, magical objects and equipment, magic and supernatural
beings.

One aspect of the presence of metaphysical forces in mythology is
prophecy. Prophecy is one of the important roles of astronomers in
epic works, and through this, they have an important impact on the
trend, formation, process, and outcome of the story. In the Haft
Lashkar narrator's scroll, the prophecy, sometimes in the form of
Soroush’s address, is guiding and warning the hero against the risks,
and occasionally, is seen as prophecy and guidance of the kings and
heroes in the dream, seeing an old prophesying man in the dream or
spell, the prophecy and guidance of the astronomers, Simurgh and
jennies.

The dream is another aspect of the presence of invisible forces of
help in mythology, which is predictive. The dream plays an important
role in the Haft Lashkar narrator's scroll, it influences the future and
the course of the incidents, and it is expressed in different ways;
sometimes original epic events are prophesied in the hero's sleep, and
sometimes as kings, champions, prophets, divine saints, or spiritual
guide bearing halo are entering the hero’s dream, guiding him and
predict the events.

The gods’ support of the hero is another aspect of the presence of
metaphysical forces in mythology. The epic hero is often a
supernatural being, and sometimes a son of a god, and his distinctive
feature is his exceptional power. The existence of this exceptional
force or divine charisma in godlike heroes such as Sam, Garshasp, and
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Rostam has been shown in two forms: their marvelous vigor and the
divine assistance that will continuously occur to them and protect
them from dangers. In the Haft Lashkar narrator's scroll, before the
occurrence of each battle with powerful anti-heroes, it is through
God's name or the great name that the hero will be under the
protection of the gods, and he finds an extraordinary power; magic
does not affect him, he overcomes the magicians, he wards off fire of
the dragon, and so on. through worshiping and wailing The kings and
heroes enjoy its magic effect, including the healing of illness,
retrieving the eye vision, winning a victory in battle with powerful
anti-heroes, invisible assistance, increasing power, Killing dragons,
etc. The invisible assistances also sometimes appears in the form of
natural forces such as wind and dust.

Another aspect of supernatural power is to meet with saints so that
a hero is usually becomes appreciated by one of the prophets or divine
saints and gets extraordinary power.

Occasionally, invisible help is provided in the form of the help of
real animals such as deer, horse, and cattle, or supernatural animals
such as the Simurgh, which has the characteristics of fostering,
healing, prophesy, and guidance in the Haft Lashkar narrator's scroll.
In the epics, animals, especially the heroes’ animal for riding, have an
exceptional intelligence and body strength and with indisputable
loyalty to their owner, are fighting with lions, dragons and so on, like
Rakhsh, who always advocates Rostam.

Other aspects of supernatural powers are magic objects and weapons
that are an aid for the hero. The war implement that has magic powers
and becoming equipped with allows its owner to win a victory against
a dreadful demon or dragon in a battlefield. Sometimes the hero gets
this war implement by disenchantment, and sometimes a special
weapon for the hero is a memorial inherited from his father and
ancestors, or a precious inheritance from an ancient hero and
eventually is invested in the hero. In the Haft Lashkar, there are
inherited magical, and disenchanting war implements including a
dagger of Tahmureth, Feredun’s Bull-shaped Mace, the Nariman’s
sword, Garshasp’s mace, and Sam’s mace and so on. The war uniform
was made up of an animal’s body members in order to convey the
extraordinary power of that animal to the hero. Rostam uses an armor
made of tiger skin, and the cranium of the white devil to make his
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kaftan and head covering worn under the helmet, and closes a
Simurgh's feather on his belt. Also, the armband or belt of the kings
and heroes, which is made up of garnet and precious stones, is very
effective in treating the disease, healing the harm caused by an evil
eye, the harm caused by evil beings, the dispelling of the magic of the
magicians and a dragon’s poisonous fire. In the Haft Lashkar
narrator's scroll, seven grains of Tahmureth’s garnet is an amulet
breaking the talisman and protection against the risks, and Banu
Goshasp closes the great names which were on the armhole of
Rostam, as well as garnets, on to that of Azar Barzin.

The magic is also another aspect of the metaphysical forces in the
Haft Lashkar narrator's scroll, which means the magical actions of
Shah- Zoroastrian priests such as Jamshid, Feredun, Kavous and
Keykhosrow; sometimes they appear in the role of spellbinding, they
occasionally metamorphose, and sometimes with a hereditary magic
ball, they are treating and healing the diseased.

Another thing is the intervention of supernatural beings such as
demon and fairy. In cases where the hero is caught up with the
magicians and the demons, often these creatures appear on the hero's
side and help him. In the Haft Lashkar narrator's scroll, Menheras Div
is at service of Garshasp, and both Farhang divzad and nomadic
Black Demon are at the service of Sam and support the hero.

4. Conclusions

According to the evidence of the article, in the Haft Lashkar narrator's
scroll, the supernatural forces have a pivotal role, and there are many
instances of supernatural forces’ intervention in support of the hero;
the epic hero has a strong link with invisible supernatural forces, often
in the form of relationships with the gods and the prophecy of his
destiny. Prophecies are usually happening by seeing the dream,
hearing the voices of Soroush, the predictions of astronomers, of
spiritual guides, jinnies, and of Simurgh, and they guide the hero and
warn him against possible dangers. In this scroll, the prophecies of
Simurgh, of Soroush, of kings, of spiritual guides, and of jinnies serve
the hero, those of the demons are in the service of the anti-hero, and
those of the astronomers are in the service of both the hero and anti-
hero. Another aspect of the presence of metaphysical forces in this
scroll is the gods’ support for the hero, a manifestation of which is the
grace of the divine charisma and the great power that God bestows
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upon the hero so to enable him to fight with the demons, magicians,
and dragons. The hero always prays in the battle with the very
powerful anti-heroes, he mentions the name of God, and immediately
benefits from the invisible help. Also, metaphysical forces have been
appeared in the form of seeing the future events in the dreams, magic,
the interference of natural forces such as wind and dust, the
interference of real and mythological animals and supernatural beings
such as demons and fairies, the intervention of inherited magical
objects and weapons which are won by the hero through dispelling,
the ornamental gem for the arm that protects the hero from magic
harms, a special magical weapon used to kill the demons and evil
shrews, and has inherited from the hero’s ancestors, such as forked
mace and so on in this scroll, and show that supernatural powers and
prayers ,which are the magical acts of gods and humans in the earlier
ages ,have a great contribution to it.
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