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1. Introduction

This study seeks to conduct a critical assessment of the book "Sayyid
Muhammad Mahdi Burujirdi  Tabatabai's (Bahr al-Ulum,
d.1212/1797) Debate with the Jews of Dhul Kifl', Arabic and Persian
Reports”. This book, printed and published in 2011 by The Written
Heritage Research Institute, represents revisions and corrections made
by professor Sabine Schmidtke and Reza Pourjavady. It consists of the
Arabic and Farsi texts of the debate of one the Muslim scholars named
Sayyid Muhammad Mahdi Bahr al-Ulum (1155 to 1212 A.H.) with
the Jews of Dhul Kifl. The Persian version belongs to Muhammad
Kazem Haeri Hazar Jaribi who is the student of Allama Bahr al-Ulum
and has translated his teacher's epistle into Persian. Both scholars
(Bahr al-Ulum and Hazar Jaribi) are the renowned and accredited
scholars of the 13" century AH. Their names have been mentioned
repeatedly in the books and biographies of scholars and catalogues of
scholarly works, as well as in Shiite scholars' manuscripts.

2. Methodology

The edited version has been meticulously studied with editing and
writing errors pinpointed and explained. This study mentions the
arguments and applies critical analysis to assess the method of the
editors.

3. Discussion

It is essential that others' works (including compilations, translations,
and corrections) be reviewed and examined scientifically, and it has
been a common practice in the form of annotations and commentary
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of others’ works and explanation of their ambiguities (such as Khawja
Nasiruddin's and Imam Fakhr Razi's Sharh-e Isharat), as well as in the
form of critical assessments (such as The Incoherence of Philosophers
(Tahafut al-Falasifa) by al-Ghazzali who criticizes Neoplatonic
thought). Both of these two procedures have been common among
scholars from the past. Nowadays, we are witnessing works lacking in
depth and profundity due to the hardware and software progress in the
field of research, and the development of the Internet and social
networks. It is, therefore, necessary that the works be examined and
critically assessed. A study of the works of scholars not only reveals
the flaws and deficiencies, but also helps prevent publication of poor
and superficial works.

This study, critically, reviews the book entitled "Sayyid Muhammad
Mahdi Burujirdi Tabatabai's (Bahr al-Ulum, d.1212/1797) Debate
with the Jews of Dhul Kifl". This book is about a scientific debate and
conversation. The epistle has been authored originally in Arabic by
the students of Bahr al-Ulum and later translated into Persian by
Ayatollah Muhammad Kazem Hazar Jaribi. The Arabic and Persian
manuscripts of this epistle have been reviewed, printed and published
by Ms. Sabine Schmidtke, a German philosopher and Islamologist,
and Mr. Reza Pourjavady. Although the presented text has
excellence, it suffers from certain deficiencies and problems.

The mentioned book consists of four parts and it has been organized
as such:

A) Preface (Persian translation): pages 9 to 27
B) Arabic account of the debate: page s1 to 35
C) Persian account of the debate: pages 37 to 52
D) English preface: pages 5 to 18

In this study, the preface (part A) and the Persian report of the debate
(part B) have been examined and criticized, not to mention the fact
that minor errors have not been pointed out for the sake of brevity.

The critical assessment encompasses two main areas:

A) Correction and restoration (identification of genuine versions,
cases where the reviewer has not made any reference to flaws in the
text, problems with references, and weaknesses in identifying the right
words)

B) Writing and editing (non-observance of the space between one
word and another, typographical mistakes, non-observance of the
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principle of consistency and uniformity of the text, missing words and
letters, redundancy and grammatical mistakes, incorrect use of
punctuation marks etc.)

There are different methods of reviewing and improving a text. "One
of the methods of correction used by early scholars is to make a
comparison between two versions of a book or an article. They tried to
obtain another version of the same work to correct the inaccuracies by
comparing those two versions. In such cases, it has to be mentioned
that the copy has been comparatively studied and checked for
mistakes." (Safar Agh Qala'a, 2011: p.38)

It is appropriate for the editor to have multiple versions of the work to
make use of them to do away with the problems of a text and reach the
original text of the author. In Sayyid Muhammad Mahdi Burujirdi
Tabatabai's Debate... only one version (found in Ayatollah Mar'ashi
Najafi Library in Qom, N0.10358/5) has been used. The editing and
proofreading quality decreases especially if the only version available
Is not easily readable and has some missing parts.

The other two versions of the epistle are kept in the National Library
of Iran with recovery numbers 146228 -5 and 32149 -5.
Unfortunately, the editors have not made use of the two manuscripts
of the national library. The esteemed editors could have done proper
investigation and research in the libraries to find the other versions in
which case they would edit and correct the epistle more accurately.
The versions 146228 -5 and 32149 -5 had been added to the catalogue
in 2005 and 2010 respectively. Given the fact that the book "Sayyid
Muhammad Mahdi Burujirdi  Tabatabai's (Bahr al-Ulum,
d.1212/1797) Debate with the Jews of Dhul Kifl?, Arabic and Persian
Report™ was printed and published by The Written Heritage Research
Institute in 2011, it was possible for the editors to have access to the
two versions in the national library.

The version used by the reviewers has not been identified and
introduced as appropriately as it should and they have sufficed to
mentioning the place where it is kept and its recovery number, not to
mention the fact that the scanned images of the first and last pages
have not been placed in the book to acquaint the reader with the book
whereas in fact, the book had been written in 2011 and the images had
been scanned by Taheri Mughaddam in June 1997. In order to correct
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and edit an obsolete text or manuscript, it is recommended that the
original book of the author be obtained. Therefore, there is no use in a
personal and unscholarly opinion which is referred to as 'personal
tendency' just as it is true with the exegesis of the Holy Quran in
which the exegete must learn God's genuine purpose without having to
express his personal opinion. Thus, when it comes to correcting and
editing religious texts like the Qur'an or Sunna, the copyreader is
‘author-oriented’. One of the key factors that help identify the author's
purpose is the correct reading of the written work. There is evidence
showing that the reviewers had not been very careful while reading
the book under criticism. Although the publisher and reviewer have
gone through great trouble publishing this book, and it can be so
useful for researchers in different literary and linguistic areas,
unfortunately the printed text suffers deficiencies which the publisher
and reviewer will hopefully remove in the next editions.

4. Conclusion

The findings of this research reveal that the page layout has been
designed well. As well, the proofreading of the book is almost
flawless and there are no printing errors. The reviewers have done
their job well and, in most cases, they have gone through the text
carefully and have found the inaccuracies of the manuscript
mentioning them in the footnotes and correcting the mistakes based on
a specific standard.

Considering the rules of writing and editing, while comparing the
reviewed text with the manuscript, some problems and flaws were
detected as enumerated below:

1. The reviewer has compromised on obtaining multiple versions of
the Persian epistle as he/she has sufficed to only one version of the
book. In correcting a single copy, the percentage of error and failing to
reach the author's purpose and meaning increases.

2. In certain cases, the reviewer has not mentioned the deficiencies in
the text.

3. There are deficiencies in references and citations.

4. The rendition and transmission of words have not taken place
properly and correctly.

5. The space and semi-space were not maintained in some cases and
some mistakes have found their way into the text.
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6. Non-observance of the most important and key principle of
uniformity and consistency of the text was observed.

7. Missing words and passages, redundancy, non-observance of
grammar and incorrect use of punctuation marks were observed.

The scrutiny was aimed at enabling one to achieve some standards in
correcting texts.

Keywords: editing, Sabine Schmidtke, Reza Pourjavady, book
criticism, argumentation and debate.
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