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1.Introduction

The location of Isfahan province in a highway which connects the
north to the south and the east to the west has created a suitable
situation for transformation and innovation of art and architecture.
Naein in Isfahan province is a town located in the desert margin.
Pakooh region is one of the villages of Naein located in the northwest.
The ancient site of Shirkooh is in the vicinity of Separo Village
located 6 kilometers away from the west of it. Due to its strategic
location, this region has always been suitable for human settlements.
Among the evidence which represents a Sassanian settlement in
Shirkooh, one can mention a fortress, a Cahartag (four arches), and
Soffeh (Terrace platform). It is likely that in the past this region was

*Date received: 22/11/2017 Date accepted: 09/04/2019

Email: m.baghsheikhi@ut.ac.ir

1. Ph.D. Candidate of archaeology, University of Tehran, Iran (Corresponding
author)

2. Assistant Professor and Faculty Member of the Department of Archeology, University of
Tehran, Iran.

3. Assistant Professor and Faculty Member of the Department of Archeology, University of
Shahrekord, Iran.

4. M.A of archeology University of Kashan, Iran.

5. M.A of archeology, Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Organization of Isfahan,
Iran.



ey SIS (b8 1l Slesl ab gmee /¥

located near a major communication highway. Hence, the Sassanid
constructed a fortress on top of Shirkooh (Zardkooh).

2. Methodology

The method of research in this paper is descriptive-analytical and
data collection has been established by conducting a field survey and
studying written documents. Using the second method, all information
and data related to this paper, including historical texts and
particularly geographical accounts, have been collected. By
archaeological survey, architectural structures and cultural materials
such as wares completely studied and documented. Then both data
evaluated which made Comparative studies and relative chronology
possible.

3. Discussion

By studying the historical texts, we recognize that the state of Fars
was not only a religious and political center but also officially
important for the Sassanid dynasty. During the reformation of
Khosrow I, Iran was divided into four sections. 1. Kust-e-xwarasan,
northeast part¢2. Kust-e- xwarwaran, Southwest part¢ 3. Kust-e-
Nimruz, Southeast part; 4. Kust-e- Adurbadgan, northwest part
(Daryaee, 2009: 21-24).

According to some credible historical texts like Sahrestaniha T
Eransahr Fars state was located in one of these sections called Kust-e-
Nimruz. Based on some geographers of the early Islamic Centuries
like Ibn Hawgel, Abu Abdallah Jayhani, and Istakhri, Fars was one of
the most extensive states which was divided into five Kura and Naein
is considered to be a town in Kura of Istakhr. (See also Istakhri, 19V +:
15; Ibn Hawgl, 1966: 34; Jayhani, 19A4: 111).

One of the most important evidence to complete the knowledge of
existing historical sources about the presence of the Sassanid in the
Central plateau of Iran can be obtained through archaeological studies.
Although systematic studies haven’t been carried out in this region
yet, some sporadic archaeological surveys indicate the existence of
different historical periods, most notably in Shirkooh, a village located
in the northeastern part of Nain. During this survey, archaeologists
found a site consisting of a Cahartdg, a fortress, and a Soffeh which
date back to the Sassanid and early Islamic era. The aim of this paper
is to discuss these three important architectural structures.
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Cahartaq (Four arches)

Cahartag and fire-temples are among the most important
archaeological and yet controversial structures of the Sassanian
architecture. The Cahartaq of Shirkooh, located in the central part of
Naein, can also be placed in this category. In 2002 the building was
listed as a national property of Iran with the registration no. 7222 and
after that, it was restored by Shah-Hosseini (Shah-Hosseini, 2002:
327). The Cahartag of Shirkooh is a square-shaped structure with
approximate dimensions of 10 meters. Its current height is 12/40
meters, dome height is 6/10, and the internal height is 6/59 (Namjoo,
2013: 172). The architectural elements of Cahartag consist of piers,
arch, squinch, and dome. The interior has no special decoration, but
remains of plasterwork could be seen in some parts of the squinches.
Studying wares and plan of the building, we could say that this
Cahartag dates back to the Sassanid era. The well-known types of
wares are bowls with smoothed or inverted rims (samples 2 and 3)
comparable to wares of Chal-e-Tarkhan, Tel Abu-Sharifeh; and jars
with quartet rounded rims (sample 4) can be compared with wares of
Farsan (Khosrozadeh, 2014: figs. 83-5).

Shirkooh fortress

The position of this fortress is in such a way that on top of it the
Cahartag is visible and on the other hand, the fortress is pretty
obvious from the center of Cahartdag. Thus, these two structures are
not far from each other. The fortress is constructed in the mountainous
north of Shirkooh village. The plan of the fortress is almost irregular
and a steep slope makes it hard to reach. The materials used in the
construction of the fortress are cobblestones for the walls, mud-brick
in towers and plaster as the main mortar of the entire building. At the
interior of the fortress there is a rectangular structure which its
directions are north-east south-west and somehow overlooking the low
level of the plain and the village. The dimensions of this rectangular
structure are 8 x 2 meters (Alian, 2007: 17). Due to unauthorized
excavations inside the fortress, a piece of plasterwork was found; this
piece is 16 cm long and 9.5 cm wide and its surface is engraved .

The type of design, which is likely to be two-dimensional, could
have been used as part of a plaster pillar or Qarniz (baseboard). It
should be noted that due to a lot of damages it is not easy to discuss
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this piece. The side section has two vertical lines with two rows of
pearls in the shape of laced circles. The main part of the design has
also two waves motifs One up and the other down.

Terrace platform of Shirkooh (Soffeh)

Terrace platform is located at 38 7.33 N, 52 59 24 E (Aliyan, 2007:
21). It is constructed at the farthest end of the site which connects it to
the mountain. The main construction material of this Soffeh consists of
cobblestones of the river. Since this terrace platform is flat and
elevated, from the top of it the fortress and Cahartag are remarkably
visible.

Unfortunately, many unauthorized excavations have been carried out
the site that can be considered as the most important factor in the
destruction of the surface of the terrace platform. It should be noted
that during the survey of Soffeh we haven’t found any cultural
materials like wares. Overall it can be said that the most significant
materials used in these structures (Cahartag, fortress and terrace
platform) are cobblestones and plaster mortar. Mud-brick was only
used constructing fortification towers, while the plaster widely used
for decorating and coating the walls of the fortress.

3. Conclusion

Based on the information obtained from the Muslim geographers
and historians, Shirkooh region was under the cultural-political
supervision of Istakhr, known as the northernmost Kura of Fars. The
mountains of the Shirkooh region are naturally considered as an
enclosure to cover the site from the world outside. Shirkooh fortress
was built on top of a relatively steep and impassable mountain placed
at the northernmost part of the site.

The plan of the fortress is approximately irregular because of the
natural shape of the mountain. It is pretty obvious that the most
important cultural material that exists in most of the sites and plays a
crucial role in chronology is ware. The comparison of potsherds of
Shirkooh fortress with samples of Chal-e Tarkhan at the central
plateau of Iran, Qal'eh Yazdgerd at the west (Kermanshah province),
Oltan Qalasi at Mugan plain, Hajiabad at Fars, Tureng Tepe at
Gorgan , Tel Abu-Sharifeh at Iraq, indicates that the cultural materials
of this site belongs to the Sassanid era. We believe because of the
existence of a military fortress and a religious complex (Chartaghi)
both close to a communication highway which connects south to the
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north and west to the east, Shirkooh must have been a principal site of
the Sassanid era. Considering that the interior of the fortress is not so
large, it might have been used as a military or road controlling
fortress. We hope more archaeological research helps us expand our
knowledge of the site, especially obtaining an absolute dating through
interdisciplinary studies.

Key words: Sassanid, Shirkooh, Naein, Archaeology, ware.
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The Garden of the South of Nishapur as a
Paradigm of Khayyam's Mental World *

Nahid Jafari Dehkordi !

1. Introduction

Iranians have been one of the pioneers of gardening in the world and
have developed a special form of garden with the name of Iranian
Garden. Although the gardens had different and sometimes conflicting
uses for them, they were often localized for comfort and relaxation.
An lIranian effort to construct a parody of Paradise/ Ferdows or
Grantham of Zoroastrianism has given the holy gardens a great value.

Accordingly, the thought of Garden - Paradise has also had an effect
on the Iranian worldview in the Islamic religion. The description of
the Holy Qur'an from Paradise, in many respects, is in accordance
with Persian Ferdows, as the name of the Avestaan of Ferdows, Roza
and Rezvan in the Quran also expresses it. Iranians have long been
interested in buried in gardens; these types of gardens known as
"Gardens of Gardens" have a special place in the study of Iranian
garden culture.

Nowadays, in large cities, where there is no possibility of burials in
gardens, most Iranians work on trees over the tomb of the dead. Some
of the great gardens in Iran have such a material and spiritual value
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1. Ph.D Candidate of Art Research, Faculty of Advanced Studies in
Arts and Entrepreneurship, Isfahan University of Art, Isfahan, Iran
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that their name has remained in history. Historical gardens of Tabriz,
Shiraz, Herat, Nishapur and Balkh, Isfahan and Kerman are among the
archipelago of Paradise. One of these famous gardens in Nishapur is
Shadyakh, which is the subject of our study here.

2. Methodology

Although the meaningful relationship between the poems of all
Iranian poets can be interpreted and explained in relation to nature and
history around them, the distinctive features of the character of
Khayyam and his hometown are more obvious than the causal relation
of man-nature.

The purpose of this research is to examine the effect of a very
important part of Khayyam's poetry, which has influenced not only the
fate of Nishapur, but also politically and culturally in other fateful
places. To achieve this goal, first, the effect of geography on this
poet's thoughts is investigated, then, the state and history of .... is
taken into consideration, and finally, the effect of this atmosphere in
the formation of Khayyam's poetry is analyzed.

This essay is targeted by theoretical foundations, because due to its
specific dependence on the epistemic domain, it is considered to be a
knowledge-driven aspect; we are, by nature, descriptive-analytical-
comparative. Hence, after explaining the subject, it explains how the
situation is and the dimensions of it, and tilt to the argumentative basis
through the matching of elements of the image with the poem of
Khayyam in a similar subject. This way, of course, is the qualitative
method of the criterion. The compilation of the information necessary
to start the research, in the form of a library, and a collection tool, has
been the index card. The research question is: Has Khayyam used
Nishapur Gardens in his poetry? And what more are the themes of
Khayyam as the significance of reflection in the form of poetry?

3. Discussion

The garden of Shadyakh and its surroundings as a separate gardens
from Nishapur have, over time, run a very variable role for their
motherland, sometimes Dar Al Saltanah, sometimes a gardener and an
agricultural site, and sometimes also a place for the reconstruction of
the lost identity of Nishapur.

It happened many times that people who escaped from natural
disasters, massacres and wounded people and patients and prisoners
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came from the corners of the ruins of the city to the Shadyakh and
lived in its beautiful nature and reconstructed the identity of Nishapur,
and when they realized they could build another Nishapur, Returned
to the ruins and rebuilt the city.

Shadyakh has repeatedly served as a mother for Nishapur. The joy
was like a beautiful paradise, where the innocent person from
Nishapur was never driven out, he was allowed to take refuge in his
lap several times.

The collapse of houses and walls and the great destruction of the ruins
and ruins of the palace built inShadyakh were once again destroyed by
an invading people or other founders of other clans, a permanent
wheel in its life.And every time a Nishapur who survived these
catastrophes intended to live in joy or herself, he used clay, soil, and
building materials to build old neighborhoods to build a new
residence.

Those of the great emperors of the great poet, who refer to the
disbelief of the world and the burrowing of masters and crowns and
palaces, certainly refer to the story of Shadyak which remained in the
memory of the unconscious Nishapourians.

The explanation and interpretation of the thoughts of the scholars in
relation to the environment and the geography of his life can be a key
to the approach to the elements of his thinking. The question of why
Khayyam was Khayyam, on the one hand, has its answer in Iranian
culture, the events of that time, and on the other hand, in the historical
geography of Nishapur.

4. Conclusion

The period in which Khayyam lived was one of the most turbulent
historical periods in Iran, especially Khorasan. In his time, Khorasan
was still familiar with the memory of Iran's pre-Islamic culture,
perhaps some still hoped that in the not too distant future, Iran would
regain its former glory; however, the descent of the tribes of Ghaz,
Tatar, followed by the Mongols, this Made Dream a tough nightmare
and created a demagogic and disinterested philosophy of the world
among the people. The Khorasan era of Khayyam was a scene of
successive uprisings and destruction, as Khayyam likened this
continuous cycle to "bombardment on the seas” in one of his quibbles.
Obviously, in such an environment, the possibility of hope for
happiness and happiness in it is somewhat overwhelming. Also,
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external aggression should be accompanied by conflicts among Sunnis
and Shiites who caused some wars and devastation. The contemporary
world of Khayyam was the birth of these riots and turbulences.
According to a study, over the course of his life, 32 emperors and sons
of various dynasties sat on the throne, many of them consigned to
conspiracies and drowned or Killed. Of these, there were three emirs
of the Imam of Dalaili of Irag, Khuzestan and Kerman, 12 Shah of
Ghaznavids, 2 emirs of the Ziyaran dynasty, 5 Shahs of the Great
Salajeq, 7 Shah of the Seljukites of Kerman, 1 Shah of
Khwarazmshahians, 1 Amir of the Dalimians of Persia and 1 The
Shah was from the Seljugs of Iraq.

The study of Khayyam's poetry, given the historical and geographical
characteristics of his life environment, should first be sought in his
contemporary world,However, if we can link these poems to a specific
point, based on this link, all the poems can be adapted to its
environment and geography, the garden of Shadyakh is a very good
example that can be matched to any one of Khayyam's poems

From the continuity with the history of ancient Iran, the riots, the
transient beauties of nature, and the world's coldness to the Taliban,
all existed in the form of this garden complex and influenced the
poetry of the Eastern Philosophers.

The findings suggest that a large number of Khayyam's poems,
especially those referring to the destruction of palaces and the death of
kings and intellectuals, are of course influenced by the history of
Shadyakh. It shows the poet's influence on his surroundings. The
cause of the matter must be sought in the state of the hapless and
mournful history of Shadyakh.

Key words: Shadyakh, Nishapur, Mohammad Abad Garden,
Khorramak Garden, Khayyam, Khorasan.
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1. Introduction

The aim of the study is to explore the possibility of applying
'reflexive traditionalism' concept with the empirical study of the travel
book of Mirza Saleh Shirazi. The research method is bibliographic
and has been carried out with the help of historical documents.
'Reflexive Traditionalism' is an expression of the reaction of tradition
to modernity. Mirza Saleh was a member of the second group of
Iranian students sent to study in England in 1815, who wrote a travel
book on his experiences in England. The travelogue is distinguished
for its various reasons, and probably the most famous travel report
from the 19th century, is different in form and content from others.
The journey begins on April 19, 1815, and continues until the day
(November 24, p.1819) when they left Arzrum in the direction of
Tehran. He and his friends left Iran across the Russian border and
returned to Iran via the Ottoman Empire. Mirza Saleh devotes a large
part of his work to the description of the history of these countries,
mainly of England. The travel book of Mirza Saleh is examined with
emphasis on the following aspects: 1) About Russia and Russians 2)
England from his point of view 3) The English from the perspective of
Mirza Saleh 4) On the Iranian 5) About his person.

2. Methodology
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The art of the research is qualitative and is based on the 'Grunded
Theory' by Anselm Strauss and Barney Glaser, who propose the use of
a special way to achieve new hypotheses, thus forming a theory based
on the topic and the data. In their view, the process of creating the
theory is a flexible process (Rasekh, Vol. Il, 2012, p. 1144).
Accordingly, it is sufficient for this study to formulate hypotheses in
the form of inferences to justify further investigations on the basis of
these hypotheses

3. Discussion

This is a small step in the direction of a new theory of social change
in the Muslim countries of the Middle East. These countries and
societies have not been on the path of transformation from traditional
to modern society, but have evolved from traditional societies to
societies with 'reflective traditionalism'. 'Reflexive Traditionalism' and
'Reflective Traditional Societies' are terms to a theoretical attempt to
find a number of categories to explain the conflict process in Middle
East societies for the last two centuries (Rasekh, 2003, p.p.162-166;
2004, pp.16-24).The meaning of ‘reflection’ is the conscious,
unconscious and even pre-reflexive personal, social and non-social
external and internal factors (Beck, 1993, p.1996) (Beck, Giddens,
Lash, 1996) (Schmalz-Bruns, 1995). According to the references and
their subject matter mentioned above, ‘tradition’ and ‘reflective
traditionalism' can be defined as follows: tradition is the
epistemological, cognitive, intellectual, cultural and social elements
that influence mindset, behavior patterns, lifestyle, political thinking.
Tradition is changing under the influence of culture, society, politics
and economics and thus of social, philosophical and historical
changes. 'Reflection’ refers to the reaction of a phenomenon that is
influenced by internal and external factors; Reflection tradition,
therefore, means the reaction of tradition to tradition.

Travel reports have been the subject of much research. To avoid a
detailed review of the sources, only two works are mentioned here,
which have already been published in German and Persian. The first
book was published by Verlag Litte in 2000 (Rasekh, 2000) and the
second book is a recent work entitled Reflective Traditionalism,
introduction to Political Sociology of Iran (Qajar era) published by
Agha Publishing in Persian (Rasekh, 2019).
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Five Iranian students were sent to England in 1815. This was the
second group of Iranian students sent to England to study. Mirza Saleh
Shirazi (1845-1704) was a member of the group who wrote a
travelogue about his experiences explaining the trip and his life in the
United Kingdom. Mirza Saleh's travelogue is the best-known
travelogue of the first half of the 19th century. This travel guide is
different from many perspectives of other travel report that has been
written during this period, including two The features are impressive:
content and writing style (Natal Khanlari, 2006) (Afshar,
1951)(Fragner, 1978)) (Alavi,1964) (Rasekh, 2000, pp.95-101).

Mirza Saleh's journey began in April 1815 and lasts until November
1819. Mirza Saleh and his companions traveled through Russia to the
United Kingdom and returned home with a ship via Istanbul. Mirza
Saleh began his travelogue with describing of situation in Russia and
the Ottoman Empire, but the most detailed section devoted to the
United Kingdom: the political, social, historical background, the
geographical location, the leisure of the English and the situation of
the hospitals, the hobbies of people, industry, business and so on with
careful attention. He arrived in the city about three years after the
conquest of Moscow by Napoleon. Mirza Saleh describes in detail
how the French campaign proceeds in Russia (Mirza Saleh, 1968,
p.79, 86). Moreover, the pressure of the newspaper (ibid., p.105),
schools (p. 83), carriages and hospitals (ibid., p.206) describe the
relationship between girls and boys (ibid., p.86), but does not say
much about them political relations in Russia.

Mirza Saleh calls England 'the land of freedom' and states that there
are laws in England that are specific to that country (ibid., p.315).
Interestingly, the members of the lower house are called 'prosecutors'.
The most outstanding feature of the British political system is the
limited power of the king (ibid., 207). Mirza Saleh compares civil
rights with 'the rights of the subjects'. Another point in the content of
this quote is his understanding of freedom. The Parliament called 'the
House of Commons' or 'House Consultation' and the representative
'the lawyer of the subjects' (ibid.,, p. 292, 269). Mirza Saleh
acknowledged that ‘governmental rules' are specific to this country
(ibid., p. 315). The citizen participates in the determination of his own
destiny through 'the parliament' (ibid., p.290). Mirza Salih sees the
hospital as a place that smells of "humanity and kindness, inherent and
benevolent™ (ibid., p.312, 287). Mirza Saleh likes the British social
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and political system, but is pessimistic about England's foreign policy.
The English are arrogant and selfish. The British are also profitable. A
very interesting point is his commentary on the dress of English ladies
(ibid., p.340). Women's clothing in England is the best dress in the
world" (ibid., p.346).

Mirza Saleh was committed to Islam. Mirza Saleh, like many others,
clung to Islam and regarded Islam as the best religion and considered
other religions inferior to Islam (ibid., p.398). Mirza Saleh, like many
other iranians, suffers from schizophrenia. On his return, when he
visited the minarets of Istanbul mosques from a distance, he was in
emotional agitation, but also a few months ago, when he left London,
he had the same feelings. He brought the printing industry to Iran
(ibid., p.375).

4. Conclusion

Mirza Saleh and his travelogue are important in three ways. First, he
was sent to study in England and was one of the forerunners of the
new era in Iran. Mirza Saleh had a double mind: he is proud to his
country and at the same time disgusted by the current situation. Mirza
Saleh's comments are similar to those of other Iranian travelers in the
early nineteenth century. This is the second feature of Mirza Saleh's
travelogue. The third feature of his travelogue is the use of writing as
a tool in the service of social change.

Key words: : Reflexive Traditionalism, Travel book, Student sent

abroad, Mirza Saleh Shirazi
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1. Introduction

Persian language had been prevailed by various factors in Anatolia,
and had been the official and administrative language of there for
more than five centuries; therefore, the most important aspect of Iran's
cultural relations with Anatolia is the penetration and expansion of
Persian language and literature in the region.

The first stage of this process began by the conquest of the Great
Seljuks on the Byzantine Empire’s territory in this area (463 AH), and
continued to the end of the Great Seljuk period (552 AH). This stage,
in fact, was still in the genesis. During this course, there were still no
other influential factors affecting the development of Persian
language. The conquest of the Great Seljuks on the Byzantine Empire
was in some way as a result of the Seljuk sultans being influenced by
the Iranian political and cultural traditions under the Iranian
bureaucrats. Therefore, the role of the bureaucratic class in this case
has special significance.

2. Methodology

By using descriptive-analytic method, this article seeks to study the
function and role of the bureaucratic system in the development of
Persian language in Anatolia only during the Great Seljuk period,
while explaining the bureaucratic system of the Great Seljuk tribes and
the place of the Persian language in this system. The paper will
answer the question of how Persian language was expanded in
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Anatolia? And what role did Khwaja Nizam- al-Mulk play in this
field?

3. Discussion

The Seljuk dynasty belonged to the tribes of Oghuz, who lived in the
northern shores of Jaxartes, which they migrated to Transoxania and
Khorasan at the end of the fourth century. They dominated Khorasan
by crushing the Ghaznavid army in several times before 431/1040.
Then, an alliance was created between the Iranian bureaucrats and the
Seljuk Turkmens as a result of the unfamiliarity of the Seljuks with
the managerial customs of the civilized regions and the frustration of
the Iranian officials from the Ghazni court. Hence, by establishing a
firm bond between the Persian officials with the Seljuks, the Persian
language was also widely spread wherever the Seljuk’s domination
was widespread.

Among these officials, Khwaja Nizam- al-Mulk has the most
influence on the formation, strengthening and consolidation of the
Seljuk bureaucratic system and on the expansion of their territory. At
first, he arrived at the court of Chaghri beg, and later, he became the
Vizier (Prime Minister) of Alp Arsalan, and he founded the rule of
Alp Arsalan by the suppression of sultan’s rivals, and over the course
of ten years, he was the Prime Minister. After the death of Alp
Arsalan, despite the existence of many claimants for the monarchy,
Khwaja Nizam- al-Mulk placed Malikshah on the throne, and he
himself was appointed his Vizier and took the title of Atabak. So, he
was in charge of the ministry for thirty years. He was the main
administrator of the Seljuq rule and guarantor of the discipline of their
territory, who led the Turkmen tribes to the Christian regions of the
Caucasus and Anatolia for regulating the relations between Turkmen
and the Seljug monarchy. The ultimate goal of this policy can be
found in his words, which if the Turkmens won, "a province would be
added to the Seljuk’s countries and, if they were Kkilled, the
government would be at ease". Nizam al-Mulk encouraged Turkmens
to be present in the western frontiers. He, also, forced the
displacement of some tribes in those areas.

The Turkmens' migration to Anatolia and their systematic advance
in Byzantium led to the severe reaction of the Byzantine Emperor,
who took care of the invading Turkmens. Turkmens sought help from
the Seljugid Sultan, and the Sultan also supported them, and in 461
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AH/1071, he countered Byzantine Emperor and imprisoned him in a
heavy defeat in Malazgird. After taking the eastern part of the
Byzantine Empire and obtaining a certain tribute, he tried to liberate
Emperor and restore him. As a result of the battle, in addition to
healing the relationship between Turkmens and the Seljugid Sultan,
the Seljuq territory was developed and the way was paved for the
establishment of Turkmen (now almost loyal to the Sultan) in
Anatolia. These lands were handed over to the Turkmen emirs by the
Central Court. According to available evidence, they were subordinate
to the Seljuk Sultan and regarded themselves as the vassal 'Moqta'
under the Seljuk sultan. Therefore, the Central Office was able to
organize and monitor the administrative situation of the region in
these newly taken areas.

By existing evidence, Nizam al-Malik had used Persian as the only
official language of the Seljuk bureaucratic system, and it seems that it
remained the official language until the end of his rule. According to
Nizam al-Mulk's regulations in order to consolidate the administrative
system and the rule of the Seljuks in the Anatolian region, Persian
language also found place in these regions by the administrative
agents, because he deployed a large number of Iranian agents and,
since these agents were Persian, this language became the
administrative and official language in Anatolia. This situation
transformed Anatolia into one of the most important centers of support
for Persian poets and poets after the Mongol invasion
4. Conclusion

At the beginning of their migration to Iran, Seljuks brought a large
number of Turkmen tribes to the country. Being influenced by Iranian
political-administrative thought, they were led to create a centralized
government similar to the Iranian model, but, reserving the previous
tribal ideas, the Turkmen tribes became a decentralized force. Since
the time of Alp Arsalan, the Seljuq sultans, in addition to many other
factors, have been influenced by the Iranian bureaucrats, and at the
head of them, Khwaja Nizam al-Mulk, to emigrate to Anatolia in
order to get rid of the negative results of this decentralized trend of
Turkmen.

By the migration of these tribes and the full support of Seljuk sultan
and Nizam- al-Mulk, before, during and after the battle of Malazgird,
they took a large part of Anatolia from the Byzantine Empire and
added it to the Seljuk territory. On the other hand, the Shafi’i Khwaja



Nizam- al-Mulk, as the actual founder of the Seljuk regime, placed the
Persian language as the dominant and official language of this
bureaucratic system, and by founding the Schools of 'Nizamia', he tried
to cultivate the Shafi’1 religious bureaucrats, who were able to develop
and continue his thoughts about the bureaucratic system. Due to Sultan
Alp Arsalan and Malikshah's inexperience, Khawaja Nizam- al-Mulk,
who had been the Vizier for 30 years, took responsibility for all the
political, military, administrative, economic and cultural affairs.

After the conquest of Anatolia, Khwaja developed the Seljuk
bureaucratic-administrative system by sending official agents to
administer the new occupied territory in Anatolia. Along with the
expansion of the administrative system, the Persian language, also,
became popular in Anatolia, because it had become the official and
administrative language of the Seljuk territory due to his and other
bureaucrats' efforts. This bureaucratic system was prevailed and
consolidated in Anatolia, during the sixth century. Therefore, Persian
became the official language of the region, which continued until
several centuries later.

Key words: Bureaucratic system, Persian language, The Great Seljuks,
Nizam-al-Mulk, Anatolia
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1. Introduction
The Reflection of actions has a special place in Islamic mysticism.

Based on this component, it is believed that any good or bad act in this
world has a reflection that causes the good or bad reaction, and in
addition to the punishment of the practitioner in front of God, in this
world also, everyone sees the result of his or her good or evil actions
according to the kind of action. In this essay, by analyzing
Shahnameh, the author tried to find that how Ferdowsi has
demonstrated the reflection of actions in his works based on pre-
Islamic sources and Islamic mysticism. Among the cases in
Shahnameh, that practitioner sees the result of his or her good or bad
deeds in this world, The following can be mentioned: Justice, nemesis,
reconciliation, shedding innocent blood, breaking border, dishonoring
the king, killing the king, oppression and claim of divinity, killing the
child, breaking the covenant, killing innocent prisoners, take the
power with force, etc.
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2. Methodology

The research method is based on content analysis, i.e., after
gathering data from relevant resources and Shahnameh, the researcher
tries to determine the subject of the study by by analyzing the data.
This research attempts to answer the following questions: Are the
reflection of actions represented in Shahnameh? In what cases did
Ferdowsi represent the reflection of actions?

3.Discussion
In this essay, the researcher tries to list the manifestations of the
reflection of actions in Shahnameh in order to illustrate the quality and
the way of this Qur'anic and mystical concept in Shahnameh.
1-1- Justice
Given the king's place in ancient Persia, it was evident that
when the king was leading the truth, the world under his realm was
also luscious, and if the devilish way and path were to proceed, the
entire nature of the earth was pragmatic and drought would come
down to the country; as when Anoushirvan practices justice, the
reflection of his good action brings lush greenery, rain, abundance,
comfort and security for the world. (Ferdowsi, 2007, vol. 7, pp.
281,289)
2-1-Grudging and Reconciliation
At the time of the reign of Zo-Hamasp, Iranians and Turanians
participated in a war against each other, which arouse God's wrath,
and brought famine and drought to the two countries. Therefore, the
armies became suddenly aware thinking that famine and drought were
the result of the reflection of their actions and their antipathy. Thus, as
soon as they reach the path of reconciliation and abandon hostility, the
rain will fall, and both lands will be luscious and green. In other
words, the reflection of the good actions of the armies and their
tendency towards peace and reconciliation, in the rainbow board, will
blow them out of the drought, and Ferdowsi himself also wisely
recalls that " God saved the world from the drought and grew lively "
(Ferdowsi, 2007, vol 1, p. 327)
3-1- shedding innocent blood
As Garvi Zereh killed Siavash, who was innocent, by the command
of Afrasiab, immediately the result of his evil act was presented and
the darkness covered the earth and the time. (lbid, 1386, c 2, p. 358).
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It is interesting that as soon as Afrasiab kills Siavash, Ferdowsi
immediately reminds that God created Keykhosrow having Siavash's
blood, to take revenge of his father and show him that victory is for
God. (Same, 2007, 2: 420)

On the other hand, Ferdowsi clearly points out that Afrasiab will see
the reflection of his disgraceful actions and will be punished due to
killing Siavash, as at the end, he was killed by Keykhosrow
(Ferdowsi, 2007, 3, p.397)

Another example of shedding innocent blood is the Killing of
Foroud, Kheykhosrow's brother. Some scholars of Shahnameh
believed that killing Foroud was plotted by Keykhosrow himself to
Kill his eldest brother, the great rival of the monarchy (Rezaei Dasht
Arjaneh, 1392, pp.60-39). But, anyway, whether we know
Kheykhosrow or Tus as the murderer of Forood, the consequences of
the murder of the innocent Foroud throws the Iranians in a hardness as
they Kkill their horses and eat them (Ferdowsi, 2007, p. 3: 63).
Ferdowsi, also, clearly condemned Iranians' defeat as a direct result of
murdering the innocent Foroud (Ferdowsi, 2007, 3: 82)

4-1- Breaking the border

When Pirooz, reign over the throne, he will seek to increase his
dominion and narrow the realm of Hispanics and Turanians. But
Bahram Gur had met the Minaret on the border between Iran and
Turan, and vowed that the Iranians and the Hitalian would not have to
cross the border. But Pirooz breaks the border, and as much as
Khoshnavaz ask him to keep the promise of Bahram, and avoid the
war; pirooz refuse and finally he and many Iranian people were killed.
(Ferdowsi, 2007, 7: 37)
5-1- Humiliation the King

When Khosrow Anoshirvan goes to the land of Rome, where he
gives him and his armies no notice, immediately God's retribution
comes upon Romans and half of the castle collapses, and the situation
of Romans becomes so difficult that the bishop of Rome apologize to
Anoshirvan (Ferdowsi, 2007, 8: 80).

6-1- Killing the King

Yazdgerd takes refuge in Khorasan following the attack of Arabs.
Farrokhzad sends Yazdgerd to Mahooy Soori and asks him to protect
the king. Mahooy Soori accepts Farrokhzad's proposal, because he
was the pastor of Yazdgerd who had been promoted him. But, after a
few days, he breaks off his pact with Farrokhzad and kills Yazdgerd.



Therefore, it does not go far enough that he was punished as the
feedback of his treason to the king and he and all three of his sons
were burned. (Ferdowsi, 2007, p. 8: 485)

Another case of the killing of the king is in the tragedy of Rustam
and Esfandiar. As Rustam was forced to kill Esfandiar, as Zal and
Simorgh had foreseen, after this massacre, he was killed by Shaghad
himself, and his family was killed by Bahman (Ferdowsi, 2007, vol. 5:
419).

7-1- Defiance and arrogance

Yazddir Bahram initially leads a good way in government, but since
it has gone a long way, he brings the country into chaos and even
claims to be God; Therefore, a horse comes from the sea and kicks
him into death (Ferdowsi, 1386, p. 6: 362).

Another example is about Jamshid that he is arrogant and calls
himself God, so Farrah is separated from him three times in the form
of the bird of Vareghan, and is stripped of his rule, and in the end,
Zahak killed him (Ferdowsi, 2007, 1: 52).
8-1-The OppressionThought

When Bahram Gore becomes a guest of female farmer and asks a
woman about her kingdom, she complaints from some of the agents of
Bahram and believes that this is due to the king's indiscretion. Bahram
is angry and is going to oppress people. Surprisingly, only with the
king’s wakefulness of thought, the milk of the cattle breaks out and
the blessing of the farmer's house cleans up. In the following, when
the king takes up the notion of oppression, the milk is flowing again in
the beef lamb, and blessing and other abundance appear (Same: 473).
9-1- Child killing

When Goshtasp, in order to keep the throne, sends his son to war
with Rustam and kills him by Rustam, Pashootan clearly blamed
Goshtasp for that ,and this was the reason that he lost charisma and in
this world people blamed him (Ferdowsi, 2007, vol. 5: 429).

10-1- Breaking the Promise

When Rostam and Esfandiar pledged that other soldiers would not
interfere in the war and only have a war of their own, Zavareh and
Faramarz, the brother and son of Rustam, would interfere without
Rostam being aware, and they killed Mehrnoush and Azarnosh,
Esfandiar's sons. Esfandiar, who believed that this crime comes from
the knowledge of Rostam, got angry and warned Rostam against the
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reflection of his actions: If you die, by arrow/ it's the result of killing
my two sons (Ferdowsi, 2007, p. 5: 366).
12-1-Killing the innocent prisoners
When, despite the request of being safe by the elders in the

Afrasiab's corps, Rustam killed them all, due to that, Iran experienced
seven years of drought and hardship (Ferdowsi, 2007, p. 2: 412).
13-1- Unfair Usurpation of power

When Fairouz made Hormuz abdicate his throne aggressively, the
reflection of that action was soon present in Iran going through seven
years of drought and famine (Ferdowsi, 2007, 7: 16). It is surprising
that when Firouz chose to practice justice and exempt people from
taxes because of drought, it, immediately, started raining and
everywhere became green. (Ferdowsi, 2007: 7: 17)

4. Conclusion

The Reflection of actions has a special place in Islamic mysticism.
Based on this component, it is believed that any good or bad act in this
world has a reflection that causes the good or bad reaction and in
addition to the punishment of the practitioner in front of God, in this
world, also, everyone sees the result of his good or evil actions
according to his type of action. In this essay, the study of Shahnameh
revealed that Ferdowsi with knowledge of Islamic mysticism, believed
that except the adjuration in the hereafter, anyone will find the results
of his actions also in this world. So he leads us to good deeds until the
consequences of our evil actions cannot be ruled out us, as in the
Indian religions, this law of action and reaction is referred to as karma.
in Shahnameh, among the actions the results of which the practitioner
sees as soon as done in this world, the following can be mentioned:
Justice, nemesis, reconciliation, shedding innocent blood, breaking
border, dishonor the king, killing the king, oppression and claim of
divinity, killing the child, breaking the covenant, killing innocent
prisoners, take the power with force.

Keywords: : Ferdowsi, Shahnameh, Reflection of actions, Karma
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1. Introduction

King, prince, and queen are among the most frequently used words in
Iranian folktales. Several folktales are about theses fictional characters. Real
events of society have been fictionalized by the creators of the folktales.
Commonalties, as the listeners and supporters of these tales for over
thousands of years, wanted to hear about their pains, insufficiencies, as well
as the beauties and gifts of their society and everyday life in these tales.
Therefore, the dedicated and talented narrators of folktales were
continuously moving with the times and synchronizing themselves. In this
way, folktales are a huge and unique collection of cultural and historical
facts of Iranian society.

Folklore of each society are usually the result of the experiences and
events of ordinary people of that society (Tamimdari 2011, p.22). Folklore is
the logical continuation of social activities, and is, therefore, not luxury and
fancy, and completes the work and social activities, and is a perfect tool to
improve the quality of life (Zolfaghari 2015, p.16). Obviously, the most
important function of folktales, besides their entertaining feature, is their
educational role (Tamimdari 2011, pp.56-57; Zolfaghari 2015, p.16).

The content of folktales is very realistic (Zolfaghari 2015, p.16; Jafari-
Qanavati 2007, pp.82-87) and shows adventures of ordinary people in
society. On the other hand, these tales narrate the stories of people fighting
against the tyrants and powerful people (Zolfaghari 2015, p.102); therefore,
they rightfully reflect people’s desire and ambition for freedom and justice
(Zolfaghari 2015, p.17). That is the reason why these folktales would shed
light on the social and cultural dark sides of this country’s history. Former
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studies have shown very good agreement between the events which happen
in folktales with those that happen in societies.

The ways in which they happen are a great part of collected history of Iran.
Most likely, different ways of gaining power are mentioned in Iranian
folktales, However, there has not been a study about this subject in folktales.

2. Methodology

In this paper, we want to study the power transition in folktales and
compare them with the documented events in the history of Iran. The Iranian
folktales used in this study are from the eastern, western, northern, southern
and central regions of this country.

Different ways of power transitions in Iranian folktales are by inheritance
(from father to his son or daughter), marrying the monarch’s daughter,
conquest, coup, soft coup and flying the Homa. By studying the history of
Iran, one could find different examples for all these different methods,
except for reaching to power by flying the Homa.

3. Discussion

It is said in many folktales that a person enters a city, while people were
gathered in a place. The newcomer finds out that the monarch of the land is
dead, and the gathering is for choosing the new monarch. The tradition of
that city to choose the new monarch was to fly a bird, and everyone would
accept the monarchy of the person whom the bird will land on.

Flying the Homa is the weirdest way of choosing a monarch in folktales.
One cannot easily find a similar case in history. To do so, we should look at
the beliefs of our forebearers. In ancient Iran, there was a belief that a person
deserves to be a monarch who has charisma. Companionship of charisma
with monarch, was not only the proof of legitimacy of his reign, but also
guarantied his victory against enemies and his success in managing the
society. In case of not having charisma, one’s efforts will not pay off; if he
was not monarch, he would not become one, and if he was, the foundations
of his reign would become loose and weak and would be defeated by
someone who has charisma.

Deep influence of Zurvani Faith on Iranian beliefs is of great importance.
The most important course of this faith, which has had a great influence on
function of all Iranian society, is true belief in fate and determinism (Zaehner
2005, pp.379-397). Believers in Zurvan accepted that the results of each
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action has been determined before and could not be changed; so one has to
be satisfied and happy with one’s share in life, control one’s emotions and
let destiny play its role until it's time to pass away (Ibid, p.410). In this way,
accepting fate, makes one happy and guaranties stability of the society.

If it is written in one’s destiny that he is supposed to be the monarch, this
means that he has charisma, and without doubt, he will become the monarch.
Accepting the fact that you cannot fight against fate is very important and
deserves attention. As sitting on a throne is fate and destiny of the person
who has became the monarch, the whole society should accept his reign and
should not try to dethrone him, as there is no way to change the destiny.

In general, bird is the symbol of the celestial world (Chevalier &
Gheerbrant 2009, vol. 2, p. 197). Moreover, every bird is representative of
other symbols, for example, Hawk represents the Sun (Ibd, vol 2: 23) and
Sun is a symbol of empire (Ibd, vol. 3, p.120); dream of an eagle or its
observation, was a symbol of a mighty emperor (lbd, vol. 4, p.296); in the
Medes and Persis eras, eagle was the symbol of victory (lbd, vol. 4, p.294-
295); in the standard of the Achaemenid empire was a golden eagle with
tighten wings on a spear, which showed the power of Persians in winning the
wars (Ibd, vol. 4, p. 295). Homa is a mythical bird, the decrypting of which
relates to the concepts of the government and luck. Homa was the
manifestation of charisma (lbd, vol. 5, pp. 588-589). Head, is the symbol of
activity of the active principle, consisting of the governing and commanding
forces. Moreover, Head is the most noble part of human body and is where
the king puts the crown on (lbd, vol. 3, p.526). Sky is the symbol of mavara
(supernatural world), power, survival and sanctity (Ibd, vol. 1, p. 186).

Therefore, considering the belief in unchangeable fate and destiny in
Zurvani Faith, which certainly majority of the society believed in for many
decades, justifies choosing a monarch by flying and landing the Homa,
which has been repeated in folktales for many times. Flying the Homa, and
its intended landing (symbol of unchangeable destiny) from sky (symbol of
mavara and sanctity) on head (the most noble part of the human body, where
the crown is putted and the symbol of power of reign) of a person who has
just entered a fictional city, points to the fact that the commonalties must
know it was destiny that made him the monarch and it was a god blessing,
and as he is their monarch now, not only should they not protest against him,
but they should also welcome him and pretend to be happy.
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These folktales have high frequency. Maybe the reason is to make people
accept changes and try not to dethrone a monarch, after being chosen.
Therefore, the rulers always immaterially supported these kinds of folktales.
As the result of this kind of logic, the commonalties and even the elites of
the society did not respect their will and in the power conflicts, not only did
they not act actively, they did act very passively.

It is obvious that in these kinds of tales, people are waiting for the entrance
of a person, who could have defeated the last monarch. The gathering is not
for choosing the new monarch but is for declaring royalty and happiness for
the fortune of the newcomer.

4. Conclusion

It is told in folktales that the power transition, besides becoming the
monarch by inheritance from father to his son or daughter, or even son-in-
law, could be by conquest or coup. There are many similarities between
events and their frequencies in folktales and real history of this country.
Flying the Homa is such an example in the tales. The effect of Zurvani
beliefs, e.g. the unchangeable fate and destiny, is a very important fact in
power transition, which has an obvious manifestation in folktales. When
people can accept the transition of power from one group to the other, and
accept that as destiny, it is clear that the transition of power from father to
one of his sons or from a king to one of his relatives would be accepted more
easily.

Keywords: Iranian languages, Khotanese, Weighing, Units of length, Units
of Width and distance
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1. Introduction

The city of Narmashir is located on the path of communication that,
during the Islamic era, would link the center and west of Iran's plateau
to the southeast, the shores of the Oman Sea and Hormuz. This city is
known to be one of the major cities of Kerman in the third (Yaqubi,
2002, p.150) and fourth (Hadud al-'alam, 2004, p.143; Maqdisi, 2006,
p.681) Hijri century. From the end of the Timurid to the Qajar period,
there is not much noted in regards to this region in the geographical
history books. Until the Qajar period, where Narmashir was re-named
as the district of Kerman (Shirvani, 2010, p.603) and the district of
Bam (Etemad al-Saltanah, 1988, p.472). In the current city of
Narmashir, in addition to the Islamic buildings and sites, such as
towers, caravanserai and a hill called ‘carton’, there were also
reinforced using military-defensive and master-residential buildings.
Qaleh Shahid (Shahid Castle) is an example of such buildings in
Narmashir, which was most likely built in the late Islamic era.
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2. Methodology

With attention to the significance of Narmashir throughout the era of
Islam and its vast affects, a historic and archaeological study of this
area is necessary. In this essay, we study archaeology of the Shahid
castle, which is one of the most known and ancient castles in the area.
The main questions raised in this research are: What are the
architectural and decorative features of Shahid castle and what are the
factors influenced by it? What was the function of this building? The
purpose of this essay is to investigate the type of work, as well as an
analysis of the architectural and decorative features of the castle and
its materials. Data collection method is field-documentary and the
research method is descriptive-analytic. This data analysis is based on
deductive reasoning.

3. Discussion

Shahid castle is located today in a village of the same name in
Azizabad in the central part of Narmashir city. Two-storey castle
building has several rooms and two towers with similar decorations on
both sides of the eastern and western entrance doors. The current area
of the building is estimated at about 200 square meters per floor. The
castle was built without a platform and directly on the ground. It is
possible that the castle and its towers were built in the late Zand
period, and some of which have been added in the last 180 years
(Shoshizadeh et al., 2005, p.2). The castle has a regular rectangular
pattern (fig. 3). The main axis of the building has been the access
point of the spaces through the central corridor. The most important
space is a room on the first floor and on the top of the entrance. This
room has three openings to the outside. Access to the ceiling and
towers has been made from this room. The presence of a large open
space outside the castle indicates the presence of the master and the
possibility of communicating between him and the others. Divisions
and social relations, the system of activities and economic conditions
of the society surrounding the castle with regard to the presence of the
privately-owned castle can also be seen.
Shahid castle towers with a height of approximately 12 meters and the
same decorations are located on both sides on the inside and the
outside (fig. 6).
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The close proximity of the towers to each other, as well as
increasing the defense of the castle's inhabitants, also adds to the
beauty and decorative aspect of the building. The shape of the towers
is cylindrical and their plan is circular. In addition to the two towers,
there were four other towers. Two of which were at of the
northeastern and the other two at the northwestern side of the castle;
most of them were destroyed. The castle's towers seemed to have
multipurpose functions. They were used to control the entrance and
exit, in and out of the castle, in order to maintain control of the
fortress, it was also used to protect the castle and to fight against the
enemy. The fence and the presence of observation towers and
congresses are considered as the main components of the castle's
defense architecture. Thus, in constructing the castle with the master
and the residents in mind, these necessary measures were needed to
stop or at least slow down the speed of the invaders outside the castle
and the fence inside it.

Due to the current location of the castle in the village, as well as its
frequent and continuous use, and the gradual abandonment of it in
recent decades, no culture data, such as clay pieces, was found in any
parts nor the surroundings of the fort. The main materials used are
mudbrick and thatch, on some parts there was plastered surfaces.
There are also bricks in some parts of the building. There is also signs
of wood had been used within the framework of the remaining
entrance (fig. 5).

Narmashir is located in the warm and dry climate of Iran. In these
areas, the hot seasons are long and the winters are short, with a
temperature difference of up to two times at night and day. Therefore,
the construction of walls using brick to keep the inside warm during
the cold season, this is an example of the use of some of the best
materials in the region. On the other hand, the use of clay and
laminate as an affordable and popular material, made it both
convenient and inexpensive, and it was easy to recycle. Observing the
principle of introversion and the making room for interior spaces
along keeping defensive issues in mind, and to avoid direct sunlight as
well as hot and dry winds, openings in the walls have been kept to a
minimum. In contrast, in order to provide light, the location of the
entrance ports and ceiling lights is chosen to provide the necessary
light space.
The structure of the mudbrick was not suitable for joining tile or stone
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decoration. Clay can also be considered as materials that have been
used in decorations, in addition to the structure of the Narmashir
monuments. Hence, the special layout of the bricks in front and rear is
used to add a kind of decorative element in the castle. For example, in
niches or some windows, the layout of the upper part is such that
architects create a multi-edged and decorative form with the front and
back of the bricks, and draw a mortar on it. This type of decorative
element has been seen in other Islamic cultures in Narmashir plain
(Jamali and Rafi Abad) and in the upper part of the windows of the
Rayen citadel of Kerman. The castle towers are covered with sun-
dried brick, exterior and interior. For instance, the bricks on the
exterior of the tower are lined with crossover, square shapes, diagonal
lines, rows of other geometric patterns, and the outer decorations of
the towers. This type of form and decoration has been used as
architectural and decorative patterns that have been common in other
towers and minarets in Narmashir and other parts of Iran since the
Seljuk period.

4. Conclusion

Shahid castle was built and used as a governmental, private and
residential property, and which took military action during insecurity.
The castles and towers date back to the late Islamic centuries. In
regards to the architectural features, the type of decoration, type of
plan and kind of materials used, the most important are:

- Construction on a regular and rectangular surface;

- The presence of the roof of the arched roof, the windows and the
wall heater in the spaces and rooms of the building;

- The presence of a fence and a solid wall in accordance with
cultural and security conditions;

- Establishing a dominant atmosphere; suiting the economic
situation, livelihoods and social status, divisions and communications;
and a system of social activism;

- The construction of two observation towers with a circular plan
and a cylindrical shape to suit the nature, the environmental conditions
and able to withstand severe storms, as well as to better defense, over
watch and gain control the inside and surroundings of the building;

- The use of structural elements of mud brick, thatch and wood for
the doors, and possibly windows, in accordance with the climatic
characteristics of hot and dry areas. In general, we can say that the
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reasons for using clay in this area are: The use of local materials in
accordance with the principle of "self-sufficiency”; Lower costs of
construction, repair and maintenance; ease of work; Simplicity and
avoidance of futility; Adaptation to the environment and needs; High
resistance of mud brick and clay produced in Narmashir due to the
presence of sand and gravel in them; Resistance to extreme changes in
temperature between the night and day; Resistance to mild
earthquakes; Good for thermal insulation.

Key words: Narmashir, Shahid castle, Observatory tower, Islamic

architecture.
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1. Introduction

Shahnameh as a rich source of Iranian common heritage is
considered as the most political epic In Iran which depicts the
continuity of Iranian identity from myths and epics to the last Sassanid
rulers. In this work and many ancient historical and literary texts,
Turanians and the Turks are mistakenly considered the same. This was
arising from the mistake of ancestors. Ferdowsi didn't want to
condemn a particular race when he expressed the war and hostility of
Iranians and Turanians in Shahnameh, but, even, the courage and
other good attributes of Turan elders have been praised. This work
contains human values and virtues, conveying many different
messages for policy, history, humanities and social science
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researchers. In this research, at first, ferdowsi's political thoughts and
the borders between Iran and Turan have been introduced, and then,
the political function of Siavash story has been briefly analyzed.

2. Methodology

This study is based on the descriptive — analytical method by using
library research. It takes a look at the life of Siavash as a refugee in
foreign country and specifies the Iranian public and political culture.
This research attempts to answer this question: Is it possible to
understand the political culture of each nation through the study of
Myths and epics? Ferdowsi has noticed the social and political
structures of society and the central role of kings in the political
thoughts of ancient lIranians. A review of Shahnameh with new
comments of political science illustrates Ferdowsi's analysis of the
political issues of his time.

3. Discussion

Among the ancient literary texts, Shahnameh is Iranian peoples
certificate, and as a document, that is basic axis of the current Iranian
identity and has provided a coherent picture of politics. It shows the
long-standing Iranian culture and the brilliant civilization of this land
and states history of ancient Iran from the beginning of Iranian
civilization until the overthrow of Sassanid rule by Arabs. Iranian
myths are the elements that related to Iranian history, an element that
has been underestimated, while it is one of the important elements of
Iranian identity. Shahnameh is the book of myths. Myths are known as
a kind of philosophical interpretation of the world or explanation of
the past by virtual and legendary hypotheses that succeeded scientific
analysis and the unconscious connects the group to their conscious.
"Important functions of myths are their nature such a way that many
newly established governments benefit from it to give their nation
identity and dignity. Thus the most non-political things like myths,
are the most political phenomena™ ( naghibzadeh,2002, p.83).

With this explanation, understanding the political culture is possible
only through the identification of components like any other
phenomenon, and myth is the most important components of any
culture. Shahnameh as a myth has a political role and function. This
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article is a search in the world of myth and epic and an attempt to
understand politics in ancient Iran. Politics in its board sense in
Shahnameh, finds its most comprehensive concept in expression of
contemporary philosopher — Isaiah Berlin- that:" Everything that is
involved in the situation is political and this thought that politics is
power it is a false idea” (Berlin,1992, p.67). In the present study tries
to understand the political environment of  Ferdowsi's era. His
viewpoint will be reviewed as a spokesman for Iranian culture towards
non-Iranians. Although moving from literary text to foreign policy is
difficult, but understanding the Iranian perspective from themselves
and alien will help recognize Iran’s foreign policy.

4. Conclusion

Clearly, culture has always had a positive role in international
relations. Shahnameh as an ancient and enduring work, has a unique
position in Iranian culture. In this work, the Iranian insights and
beliefs about politics and political thoughts in a definite time have
been represented. One of the most important reasons for the
importance of the political dimension of Shahnameh is its addressing
of foreign relations. Shahnameh is full of political orientations and
approaches and political and social strategies, which have been
investigated as one of the old texts from different points of view, like
anthropological, sociological, historical, geographical, artistic,
political, etc. It can be accepted that it is composed to preserve the
Iranian identity and to establish social security, political stability, and
a just government. The study of Shahnameh, as one of the main
sources, is essential for understanding the state of political thought in
ancient Iran. Ferdowsi has explained the principles and rules of
politics and government in the form of a story. Ferdowsi's political
thought in the story of Siavash as a political myth is not confined to
power and has a broader concept. Siavash's role and function is in
politics and international relation. He is not thinking about power and
is the first person to take refuge in the enemy and Turan welcomes
him for political exploitation and tries to eliminate him by using
political tricks. But, if his story as a political myth has found logical
continuity throughout human history, that's why it is linked to the
anthropological view points. by viewing the thoughts in Shahname
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and high lighting its details and elegance in the light of modern and
contemporary ideas we can understand the foundations of the Iranain
political insights.

Keywords: Shahnameh, Iran, Turan, Siavash, Political relations.
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1. Introduction

One of the most important criteria for evaluating a society is to focus
on women and their active presence in the social fields, and the
necessity of recognizing this matter in any period is an undeniable
fact, because women make up half of the society and are also the
generator of the other half, who have taken steps alongside men in
different periods of life and have always had special responsibility in
the world such as: nurturing, maturating, evolution of the human's
body and soul, etc. So, with these in mind, they should have a special
status and dignity. But, according to historical texts, this important
fact has not been truly realized and there have not been enough works
to restore and establish the true position of women and they are almost
always marginalized due to different social, cultural, economic, or
other reasons.

Also, the unwise behaviors of the men have left them out of social
activities little by little, and the role of women in society has gradually
become less important, and it is portrayed in a position determined for
her in patriarchal culture and logic. Of course, these deprivations and
obsessions are more tangible when looking back at their past.
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Also, in Persian literature, women’s true face in this region is not
shown in the way it deserves, and women’s role is often accompanied
with the stereotypical images and behaviors, such as beloved, female
slave, sorcerer, artful, cheater, unfaithful , devil , foolish, immature,
instigator, frivolous, etc., and standing against woman has been
present all over Persian literature, but in Persian vulgar stories, women
as common people have been brightly reflected, and the presence and
the action of these women is completely different from what is
defined for them. With their freedom and independence for doing their
roles, these women are considered separate from men, who not only
don’t depend on men, but whose social responsibilities and valuable
roles in their activities bring them self worth and moral values.

In Abumuslimnameh vulgar story, which is the case of this study,
women are mostly introduced with praiseworthy attributes, such as
chaste, heroine and fighter, vigorous and brave, clever and wise,
caring, informant and ambassador, etc. who have rebelled against the
social traditions and conventions of their time with their live and
dynamic roles, and have not withstood the strong traditions of
patriarchy, although the dominant atmosphere in this story is more
indicative of patriarchal system, where pessimism of men about
women is evident.

On the other hand, in this vulgar story, we also encounter a group of
women who have a lower status with their wicked and negative faces,
and have degrading attributes, such as deceitful, liar filthy, enchanter,
traitor, etc., that sometimes their disgraceful acts and evil goals
change the path in the story .

2. Methodology

The present study has been conducted using library research and
descriptive-analytical method. It is an attempt to prove women’s
identity in Abumuslimnameh story, which has been depicted in
chivalry and fighting. Also, this paper tries to answer these questions
with attention to vulgar literature.

1.what position did the vagrant women and heroines have in
Abumuslimnameh?

2. To what extent these women’s attributes (chivalry and heroic
nature) have affected the furtherance of events and adventures of the
story ?

3. Are the positions of these women affected by the role and position
of woman in our past society?
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3. Discussion

Abumuslimnameh is a long vulgar story narrated by Abutaher
Tartousi or Tarsousi (one is known in present Syria and another in
present Turkey).

He is among the narrators of the 6th century A.H. whose name is at
the top of the list of narrators. But, there is no accurate information
about his life. This skilful narrator narrated the story of Abumuslim
khorasani’s being born, maturing, rebelling, fighting and the
championships and wars he, the great commander of khorasan, and his
followers had against the Omavi caliphs and eventually his foully
death. But, the narrators of the story didn’t want to narrate the event as
they truly happened and were written in historical books, but they
tried to tell the story in such a way that sounded pleasant for the
public, so this vulgar story has been transferred in the form of a legend
to the next generations.

Since this work is one of the stories that have survived among the
great epics or their recreations, in addition to the fighting men and
famous heroes, the presence of various groups of women has added a
special color to the story. Although in classical literature, if a woman's
name is mentioned, it is transient and is her subordinate and inherent
role, in Abumuslimnameh, women of different classes of society, who
are introduced in the story based on their special functions, are
effective in the furtherance of events. Of course, the presence of these
women is different in each event, depending on the type of actions and
reactions and various characters, and their roles don’t have similar
frequency .

One of the main themes of this vulgar story is to proceed the
chivalries, championships of women who represent their presence
differently from their defined position; therefore, the role of vagrant
women and heroines is unique and incomparable in this work and we
can look for their traces in most of the events of the story.

In the present article all of the characteristics of the vagrant women
and heroines and warriors have been discussed with example and we
briefly discuss them here.

a)Vagrant women in Abumuslimnameh

Although the vagrant women in this story are from the lower classes
of society and have lower trades, as they may be minstrels, prison
guards, ambergris sellers, etc., but their effect on the development of
the story is undeniable. The most famous vagrant woman in this story
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is Bibiseti Takelbaz, who has a truly admirable personality. Foresight,
remedy seeking and sharpness are obvious in all of her actions, as
resorting to cleverness and wisdom and finding a solution were the
inevitable for the vagrants, that seek for achieving an admirable goal.
Also, she is one of the true lovers of Ale yasin (AS) and always seeks
to guide and lead Abumuslim and his followers, and to relieve them of
their problems. She frequently saves Abumuslim’s followers from
prison using trick and cleverness . Bibiseti with her husband practice
vagrancy at night and she plays a role alongside vagrant men
everywhere.

She is the only vagrant woman who even after Abumuslim’s
untimely death, helps his followers, and much of the story with its
climax and resolution is formed with her vagrancies . Also,
sometimes, vagrant women of this story do these works to achieve
their goals:

1. They disguise themselves as fortune tellers, merchants,
villagers, etc.

2. To reach their goal, they get help from anesthetics instead of
physical power

3. They always have weapons like lasso, knife, dagger, etc. when
going out at night.

4. They are good at throwing lasso and undermining.

5. They are secret informers and ambassadors, and modesty and
chastity are the most important and prominent characteristics of
the vagrant women.

They respect moral, humane and social principles and all of these
courageous women’s actions are fructified during the story.

b. Heroines and fighters in Abumuslimnameh

Surely, we can find the most evident examples of heroines in brave
women like Gordafrid (kazhdom’s daughter), Gordiyeh (Bahram
Chobin’s sister), Lady Goshasb (Rostam’s daughter), etc., whose
fights and championships have been visible in some Persian vulgar
stories.

The main part of Abumuslimnameh is related to Abumuslim
khorasani and his devotee followers' wars and battles with Ahl al-
Beyt’s (AS) enemies. These important missions is done by both men
and heroines and fighter women, who wear war clothes and act as if
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their whole lives were spent in war. Rashideh is one of the fighter
women in this story, who has the important role in creating the epic
atmosphere of the story. She is very strong and her physical power is
evident all over the story. Also, she is a fighter who resists against
fighter men's abilities and their domination, and she doesn't absolutely
obey men's orders. Her puissance, strength and self reliance are so
high that she is not held in contempt by her enemies. Generally, we
can enumerate heroines and fighters’ prominent characteristics in this
story.

1.Fighter women start the war.

They are skilful in using a sword, archery, etc.

2.They wrestle with famous heroes, while observing the principles and
techniques of wrestling.

3.They are very quick in horse riding.

4. They cut demons, lions, etc. in half with their swords.

5.They get disguised.

6.They boast in the battlefield.

7.They are very chivalrous.

8. In addition to fighting, they are vagrant too.

9.They fall in love in the war.

10.Beauty and chastity are their greatest characteristics.

11.Most of the fighter women in this story stay at home after marriage
and rarely remain in battlefield.

3.Conclusion

The conclusion of this story is that although our classical literature
haven’t shown the women’s true features very well, almost vulgar
stories have shown it.

Abumuslimnameh is the sample of these stories abundant with
people’s bleifs. Althong the atmosphere of that time was based on
patriarchy, but the active women have the great portion to form the
events and these women are often among the common classes and
tradesmen who have more attendance in society than well-off women.

They have important roles such as vagrant , heroic , fighter, etc.
women.

Of course chastity is one of the most distinctive feature of these
women and it is more important that the women’s independent
character causes men and women have similar responsibilities in the
society.
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A Review on the Content of Khosro Nama *
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1. Introduction

Khosro Nama is one of the outstanding lyrical works in Persian
literature. This poem portrays the romance of Gol o Hormuz and the
related events. This literary work is composed in the form of

“Masnavi” (couplet poem) and it is created in prosodic rhythm
“mafa’ilunmafa’ilunfa‘ilun”(coded: U---U---U--)with nearly “8000”
lines versed in eloguent, pellucid and explicit language.

Considering the published copiesof the work, two copies are
reviewed: 1- The copy revised by Ahmad SoheiliKhansari which
contains an introduction on Attar and his works. In the introduction,
Khansariascribed the work to Attar by several reasons. Besides, he
wroteabout Ibn Al-rabib (Mamdooh, the poet) and a summary of the
story. 2- The copy by FarshidEghbal with a brief preface. In the
preface of the book, he wrote about Attar Neyshaburiand a summary
of the story.
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1. Master of Persian Language & Literature, Shiraz University, Iran (Corresponding
author).
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2. Methodology

The research methodology is descriptive-analytical and it wasdone in
three steps. In the first step, the researcher precisely studiedKhosro
Nama poem and identified the required data of the research among the
verses of the couplet-poem. In the second step, with respect to the
data collected in the first step, the researcher reviewed and analyzed
the content of the verses. In this step, the researcher classified and
analyzed the verses based on the content. In the third step, the
researcher studied the sources attributingthe work to or not to Attar
and proved or denied attributing the book to Attar based on the quoted
reasons and evidence.In this step, the researcher merely gathered their
views and ultimatelycited his view according to their statements.

3 Discussion

Before we discuss the content of the book, it is necessary to introduce
the poet due to the different opinions about him. Since time ago, a
work has been attributed to a poet and after a while, the researchers
confirmed or denied its attribution with reasons and evidence. Khosro
Nama is one of the works which there is uncertainty in attributing to
Attar. Some masters such as Foroozanfar, SoheiliKhansari, Ritter,
Nafisi, RezagholikhanHedayat and Saffa confirm the attribution of the
book to Attar Neyshabooriwith certain and other masters such as
Shafieekadkani, Zarrinkoob, Nahvi, Ezzatiparvar and Pournamdarian
denied the attribution of the book by presenting reasons and evidence.
Shafieekadkani’s reasonsabout the book includes the two internal
reasons (contradiction, stylistics, history of Sufism) and external
reasons (typology) each of which particularly points that Khosro
Nama is not attributed to Attar and the book belongs to the ninth
century. (N.K: Attar, 35: 2000). Meanwhile, Nahvi discussed in a
paper about AbolfazlSa’ddinlbnAl-Rabib, the eulogicpoet and
provided evidence that Khosro Nama was written by Abu Abdollah
Muhammad Mianji in the sixth century. (Nahvi, 80-89: 2000)
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With respect to the providedreasons and evidence, it is concluded that
this work is not attributed to AttarNeyshaboori.Notably, with respect
toNahvi’spaperbased on eulogy by Ibn Al-Rabib and some of the
verses of Khosro Nama in Shiraz Nama by Zarkoob, Nahvi’s
statement about the attribution of Khosro Nama to Abu
AbdollahMianji (Miane’i) is true.Additionally, based on the stylistic,
theosophical and typological reasons by Shafieekadkaniattempting to
prove that Khosro Nama was written in the ninth century, in author’s
point of view, it can be said thatKhosro Nama was composed by
Mianji and later, an unknown person completed and expanded the
book in the ninth century. Of course, it may be asked that if the
couplet poemwas not attributed to Attar, why had all attar’s works
been listed in the preface of the book? This might be the answer
thatAttar was at the height of his fame at that time and peoplepaid
special attention to him and this way, the poet wanted people to
remember and read his work over time.

In reviewing and analyzing the content of Khosro Nama, the poet first
commended and praised the Lord and then glorified the Prophet, and
complimented the Rashid Caliphs (Abu Bakr, Omar, Uthman, and
Imam Ali), admired the Imams (Imam Hasan (pbuh) Imam Hussein
(pbuh), Imam  Bohanifa, Imam  Shafii) as well as
KhajehSaadoddinAbolfazl. After discussing the situation surrounding
thebook, he writes the romantic poems full of new incidents and
events. Of course, it is noteworthy that in the introduction of the book,
the poet refers to the issues such as unity, and occasionallythroughout
the story,he comments onthe absence, presence, ascetic, and seclusion
of worldly attachments, etc. In other words, the poet willingly
attempted to incorporate mystical terms and concepts in the
book.However, it should be said that Khosro Nama is a romantic
couplet poem with some mystical arrays. In general, the content of
Khosro Nama is divided into three categories:

A. Tenets of faith: This section includes topics such as God,
poet’s religion, fatalism and death. In the divine sect,in addition to the
topic of the Creation (the creation of the worldin six days) and the
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human inability to knowGod and the truth of the Existence, the poet
deals with mystical topics such as the unity of existence, monotheism,
annihilation in God, and the existence in God, presence and absence.
Regarding the religion of the poet, it can be said that he is Shaff'i
because he praises Shafii and Abu Hanifa and in regard to verbal point
of view, and belief in determinism and fatalism, he followed the
religion of the Ash'arites. Also, the poet's belief in fatalism and death
has a special placein the context of the work; inasmuch as the poet
explicitly or vaguely induces the divine fate overwhelming human
free willin the text and accordingly, he calls for human’s surrendering
and satisfyingwithhis fate and divine predestination, and with
attention to the fact that he emphasizes on the death and the life of the
soul after death, he encourages the man to do good for final
Judgement.

B. Ethical percepts: Ethical perceptsinvolve topics such as the
denunciation of the world, the law of action and reaction, trickery,
greed, lies and envy. In condemning the world, the poet encourages
humans to abandon the world and its belongings whileproviding
reasons and evidence such as the treacheries and fickleness of the
world, and its futility. It is noteworthy thatin the discussion ofthe
ethical percepts, the denunciation of the world has the highest
frequency. In addition to condemning the world, the poet prevents
human from lying, deceiving, envying and coveting for the reason of
its bad consequences, and throughout the story, based on the fact that
every action has a reaction and human gets caught in the
consequences of his evil deeds, he calls mankind to avoid evil and
encourage them to do good deeds.

C. Love:In terms of content, love and its related events in Khosro
Nama poem are in center and axis,and other themes such as ethical
percepts and tenets of faith serve love and its related events. In this
section, the poet addresses topics such as love, lover and his state of
mind, the contradiction between love and wisdom. The poet, in the
discussion of love, puts a special emphasis on its burning and
unbreakable status, the combination of love,impatience and insanity.
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The lover and his temperament are also repeated in the
poem;inasmuch as love transforms the lover’s feelings; the lover is
crushing in grief, anguish and distress when being apart, and he is in
the joy of happiness when joining. In addition, the poet praises the
wisdom with different featuressuch as being a leader and
guide;nevertheless, the leadership and guidance of wisdom lasts until
love has not overcome the man. To put another way, after love
overwhelms the man, the wisdom growsunable and impotent, and
wisdom and lovedo not unitebut contradictone another.

4. Conclusion

About the author of Khosro Nama, it is noteworthy that in his paper "Who is
the book of Khosro Nama (Gol and Hurmoz) by?" ,Akbar Nahvi attributes
the work to Abu Abdullah Mianji (Miane’i) in the sixth century.Butbased on
the stylistic featuresand the mentioned stylistic reasons and
evidence,MohammadrezaShafieekadkaniconcludes that the bookbelongs to
the ninth century. In the author’s view, with respect to the reasons and
evidence brought forth in the research, the Khosro Nama poem does not
attribute to Attar, and it originally belongs to Abu Abdullah Mianji, and it
seems thatwith respect to the stylistic features in the ninth century and the
stylistic features of the work), an anonymous person expanded it in the 9th
century.

This work is a romantic poem in contentwhere the mystical terms and
concepts have also been used. In the introduction, the mystical issues are
mostlyderivedfrom the premise of the unity of existence of Ibn al-Arabi; Of
course, the mystical issues are rarely found throughout the story.

And the beliefs of the poet (about God, the religion of the poet, fatalism,
etc.) and the ethical percepts and the element of love are read in the
mentioned work. Fatalism is one of the most important beliefs that the poet
tries to refer to throughout the story in various approaches (directly or
indirectly) and encourage the reader to condemn and surrender to divine
predestination.

In the discussion of the ethical percepts, the poet attempts to prevent the
readers directly or indirectly from doing bad deeds and to encourage themto
do good deeds. "Condemning the world and getting rid of worldly
attachments” is of the most important ethical precepts that the poet explains
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in various ways. It isnoteworthy that in the ethical percepts, the poet
employs the "deceitfulness and trickery of individuals" in the concept of
"seeking remedy and devise", and sometimes, he admires it indirectly.

In Khosro Nama poem, love and the related issues are the most outstanding
topic that includes the issues such as being apart and joining; in other words,
it can be said that love is the intellectual axis and centerpiece of the poet that
has included other topics and contents inside. In this couplet poem, the grief
and sighcaused by getting apart is more than thrill of joining; Notably,
sometimes, there is happiness in separation resulted from hope for the
revelation. The most used topic in love is "the burning of love and love as
pain,” which repeats the grief of separation.

Another key point in the discussion of love is "the conflict of love and
wisdom", where love dominates and overwhelms the wisdom; in other
words, wisdom is incapacitated before love; Also, "wisdom™ in Khosro
Nama poem is incapacitated by "love" and " knowing the essence of the
Almighty” and it is condemned. However, in some cases such as being a
guide and the power of recognizing good from evil, the contradiction
between wisdom and lust... has been praised.

Keywords: Attar, Khosro Nama, Content, Love, Sufism.
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1.Introduction

Leyli and Majnoon is the name of a narrative poem in the form of
Masnavi by Nezami Ganjavi, an eminent poet of the Persian Empire in
the 6th century A.H. This work is the third Masnavi in his collection
of Masnavis, that is known as Nezami’s khamse. Ian Ripka, in the
genealogy of this story, writes that most scholars believe that the
scattered theme of this story is based on the poetry and folklore
legends in the Arabic language, which they have gathered and
Iranianized by Nezami. Although the names of individuals and places
are still Arabic in Nezami's narration, but still Iranian culture and
customs cast a shadow on this story. Some, also, consider the roots of
the myths of Leyli and Majnoon as ancient Babylonian civilization
(Ripka, 1998, p.104). Before Nezami Ganjavi, the name of Leyli and
Majnoon appeared in Persian literature of the 4th century A.H.
onwards. The oldest reference to Leyli and Majnoon in Persian poetry
is in Rudaki's poems (Dehbashi, 2006, p.127). Leyli and Majnoon are
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also mentioned in Baba Taher Hamedani's couplets (Baba Taher,
2008, p.31). Leyli and Majnoon are often referred to in poems by
other poets. The oldest but short story of Leyli and Majnoon has come
from Sanai's Hadigh al-Haghigha, and that story is about the release
of a gazalle by Majnoon (Sanai, 1981, p.457). But, it was Nezami who
wrote the love story of Leyli and Majnoon in the form of a single and
independent poem in Persian for the first time in 4700 couplets, upon
Sharwan king's request. The metrics of this Masnavi was new for the
storytelling, and after Nezami, many poets composed the love stories
in this metrics. Regardless of the numerous translations of Nezami's
version of Leyli and Majnoon in non-Persian languages, dozens of
poets in Persian, Arabic, Turkish, Hindi, Urdu, Armenian, Kurdish,
and other languages created similar poems, finding interest in
Nezami’s Leyli and Majnoon.

Compared to Khosrow and Shirin, a poem of the same poet, Leyli
and Majnoon helps to understand the cultural differences between
Arabs and Iranians. The story characters in Nezami's narration are
arbitrary and do not accept a large change in the events of the story. It
is kind of possible to say that events happen in the Samiyan world, but
the characters are largely Iranian in Nezami's mental world, and both
of them are not very converged. The first version of Leyli and
Magnoon in Arabic was very simple. Leyli and Majnoon, who were
from an Arab tribe, were grazing their livestock in their childhood on
deserts, where they fell deeply in love. In another narration, Majnoon
sees Leyli in his adulthood, in a women's assembly, and falls in love.
The basic Arabic theme of the story may reach the pre-Islamic or even
the Babylonian civilization (Ripka, 1998, p.104), and symbols of
Babylonian civilization, including praise of heavenly bodies appeared
in this story. With his inventive genius, Nezami developed a simple
love story with brilliant additions of Iranian mentality, in verses full of
spiritual points, that nowadays form a significant part of world
literature, especially Persian literature.

2. Methodology

Prayer has always been one of the most important subjects in Persian
literature from the ancient to the Middle and New era. In Persian
literature, we find this subject repeatedly in epic works such as
Hakim Ferdowsi's Shahnam and works of fiction such as Nezami’s
poems and lyrical literature. This article has tried to analyze the
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position of prayer and praying in Iranian culture by using a descriptive
and analytical method, based on Quran and traditions and books
published on Nezami Ganjavi, especially in Leyli and Majnoon, to
understand one of the most important and beautiful events of human
life, i.e., prayer. It has been referred to in religion, mysticism,
literature, and many other branches of human insight and knowledge.

3. Discussion

'Prayer' is a Persian word from the principle of the 'Naiation' with
the structure of the verbal noun, in the meaning of prayer and praise
(Moein, 2008, the following 'prayers'). The Arabic equivalent of the
term, 'prayer’, is an infinitive that means the need to seek, plead with
God, claim blessing, supplicate, ask for God's grace for him or herself
or another, and to call Him (Dehkhoda, 1998, the following 'Prayer’,
Moein, 2008, the following 'prayer’). Also, 'prayer' in the term, means
calling and seeking help, and in the terms of Shi'a, it means speaking
with the Almighty in a way of asking Him solve the problems or
mentioning His glorious attributes (Meshkini Ardebili, 1992, pp.16-
17). The truth of prayer, which is the imperfect attention to the
absolute for the elimination of its own imperfection and need, is a
natural and inherent matter for which it is desirable to lose hope in all
but God.

4. conclusion

Prayer and praying have an old and fundamental place in human life.
Persian literature has witnessed the presence of religious themes since
the earliest ages, especially prayer and praying. In addition to prayers
scattered in Persian poetical works, praise writing has been a constant
tradition in the prefaces to books of Masnavi poems. Nezami Ganjavi
has also helped the continuation and strengthening of this tradition. In
addition to the dispersed prayers in his five Masnavies, he prepared
stunning imitations at the beginning of every Masnavi, which have
been a model to follow for the poets after him. One of the outstanding
examples of prayer in Nezami’s works is Leyli and Majnoon poem.
By reviewing this versified story, we get the following results:

- Most of Nezami’s prayers are of direct prayer type, but sometimes
he asks a mediator and makes indirect prayers.

- Some of Nezami’s prayers are directed toward worldly matters, but
they don't come from worldly attachments, but rather, Nezami asks
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such things from God for the liberation from dependence on the world
and the masters in the world.

- Other Nezami’s prayers also have the place and time of their
fulfillment in the world, but they have the otherworldly results.

-Nezami also offers fervent prayers of the characters language in his
story, but these chants are, in fact, the words of his own heart from the
language of others.

-To Nezami, sometimes, prayer has a secondary effects, for
example, Majnoon’s prayer for heavenly bodies, in fact, is to prove
the existence of God and is like Prophet Ibrahim's saying that "I like
not those that disappear”.

Keywords: prayer, praying, Leyli & Majnoon, Nezami Ganjavi
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A Contemplation on the Pahlavi word **Jiiai
in Ardavirafname:Virap: the Burner

of Wet Firewood*

Maryamvatanmehr(mehrangiz)!

1. Introduction

Today the word "Pahlavi" is used for Zoroastrian middle Persian works in
"Pahlavi Transcript" (Tafazoli, 1888, p.12). The result of polyphony of some
signs of Pahlavi script and the similarity of some other signs is that one word
can be read and understood in different ways. The name "J&x3" viraf/viraz
in Ardavirafnameh is like such a word. Because the word "J" in Pahlavi has
the same sign as the letters "P/F" as well as the letter “Z" , and adding the
letter () J after 1 (¢) can be written like "J&". Therefore "J&" shows the
forms ap/ az/ af (and in new manner of reading is: ab/water) (Vatanmehr,
2016). Another letter which causes duality in reading this name is "z" with
two phones "r" and "I" which results in two types of reading, i.e., " nirap/
nilap" .

2. Methodology

In studying Ardavirafnameh, considering the similarity of the names
"Jéai" (viraf) and ( J& : zl/var T ap = water lake) in writing and reference to
&Id) 1 g 2an/ap T kabod= Dark blu) brought the question is that is there any
connection between this name and the combinations? In order to find the
answer, the researcher has started collecting data through library research
and for researching the meaning of this name, morphology method was used

*Date received: 30/04/2018 Date accepted: 29/10/2018
Email: Aturpatkan57@gmail.com

1 M.A. in Ancient Languages of Iran, Faculty of Literature and Humanitis, University of
Velayat, Iranshahr, Iran.
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3. Discussion

Two names, in the first chapter, paragraph 19 of Ardavirafnameh, are
introduced: Ardaviraf and veéh $apohr. In Eliade point of view Ardaviraf is
related to Shamanism. In Shamanism the ghost of Shaman, in rapture of
tender custom or life renewal, has left his body and rises to the sky or to the
depth of the lowest world ( Eliade,2014).

By considering the mentioned connection between Ardaviraf and
Shamnism custom , we investigate the name of Ardaviraf. This name is
composed of two parts: Arda and Viraf .Based on Zhinio's belief, the term
ahlav/arda (Avesta:aSavan) relates to the other world (Gignoux, 2015, p.17-
18). The second part of this name is "J&s3" (viraf/viraz), which because of
ambiguity in Pahlavi transcript, there is no agreement on the way of its
reading .( same, 14 to 16).

As mentioned before, in Pahlavi transcript, some words can be read in
different manners because some phonemes are polyphonic. The word Jéiadl
is the same as these words, which can be read in the following forms:
nilap/nirap and virap/vilap. Martin Huge also has used this word as viraja,
viraya, virazh (Huge, 1978, p.219). In chapter 10, Ardavirafnameh mentions
itself as gradient and uses some similes which have delicate ambiguity. In
this chapter, Viraf is addressed as follows :

Gl o #GEE b Gaay r iz 0 JE 0zl R el J8IJ o # G

(I'll show you that lake of wet wood which is on me) (Gignoux,2015,
p.190)

> Dhazd o &uc gl aae Jd 5.0 Jul il g ram (el 7))
il 2 s

(and showed a great water lake from dark blue and said: there is water that
going from the wood that you set up on me) (Gignoux, 2015, p.56)

In this section, three points have been mentioned: first: Fire annoyed from
water, second: dark blue water lake, and third: burning wet wood .

So, the name Jisilcan be read in three ways: 1) Where there is a mention
of annoyed fire from water, it can be read as "nirap". and be considered as
NYRA+ap combination: ( &' fire + J& water)[&éwxi]= NYRy: fire
(Mashkour, 1967, p.35)

2-There dark blue (Kabod) water (<Y : &vaw ) This name can be read
"nilap" (&' dark blue+ J& water) [nil: a plant material and blue or azure
color. Middle Persian(Farsi) nilis results from main Indian . In Sanskrit nila,
is blue, azure ,black .(Hassandost, 2014)

3-Where there is a mention of annoyed wet wood from fire , it can be read
as nilap/nirap/virap. By considering the first part of the word vira/nira/nila
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and their meanings relation with wood some samples have been provided
from dictionaries:

A) Vira: [vrasakan: sandalwood: Av: variSa- wood(Baghbidi, 1390)]; in
rotation beginning v to b>Hassandoust§141: [barsam: branch tree> burz-
>cover(Hassandoust,1393)]; in rotation r to 1>same§222: [balal:column of
mansiom>op: baradar-(same,1393)]; in rotation beginning vi to g>same§85:[
gurz: wooden or ferrous weapen, in Armenian> varz:hand stick (ibid.).

B) nira/ nila: [nard: the tree trunk> op: narta-/ Farsi: nardeban, ladder
apparently from nard-(same,1393)]; in rotation rd to 1> same, §223:[ nal: say
nay; Farsi: ney>op: nadi-/ apparently from indigenous: nar: wheat field,
Straw, Straw(ibid.).

Frequent revisions, numerous translations, and different forms in
describing the story of viraf', show the significant position of this work and
this character. How could a name with such an importance have no
example in its literature and culture except Viraz, whereas, a name like niap
remained even on geographical places and the name of Send River "Send"
and the other name of "Jondi Shapor" were niap (Dehkhoda, 1995). Here, It
can be found that both vehsapohr and niap originally address one thing.
Although viraz has been mentioned in Avesta, this name is used in
combination of names such as virazdoxt, virazbande, etc., were it is put at
the first part of the name, but in Ardaviraf, it has been placed in the second
part of the name.

3. Conclusion

1- Ardaviraf travel is related to Shamanism customs.

2-By considering the 10th chapter of the book, we can relate J&xil with
annoyed fire from water (nirdp) , azure water lake (niap) and wood
(virap/nilap/ nirap), among these three, (niap) as wet wood burners is
considered more correct .

3- nilap is used in geographical names too.

Key words: Pahlavy script, shamanism, Ardaviraz, Ardaviraf, Nilap, J&s3,
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