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The aspects of creating mental images in architecture based on their meaning
form three Islamic wisdoms to present

Abstract

Creating mental image is important in arts. Since architecture is a feasible art,
the mental image has different characteristics from other fields of arts. In this
paper, two questions are proposed: which aspects express creating mental image
in architecture specifically Iranian architecture? What changes occurred between
aspects of creating mental image in the past and today? The purpose of this paper
is to explain the distinct aspects of creating mental image in architecture. Different
historical and contemporary words and their meanings are studied to analyze their
relation to creation of mental image in architects’ mind. “Imagination” and
“notion” have been utilized in arts and literature for a long time. The
epistemological and ontological nature of these words are explored based on three
wisdoms: hikmat-i al-Mashrigiya, hikmat-i Ishrag, hikmat-i muta‘aliya. Then,
their meaning in architecture are criticized. Afterwards, Imagery in Persian
contemporary literature is analyzed. This word is used in western culture and
cognitive philosophy and psychology to explain creating mental image.By
studying the meanings of imagination which has been used in past time it can be
observed that the purpose of creating mental image has been to separate from
material word and to access the world of immaterial. The meaning of “notion”
refers to materialistic aspects. According to imagery the image is created by mind
has to characterize: visual and non-visual. both of them are related to material
world.

Keywords: imagination, notion, imagery, imagery, Three Islamic wisdoms
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20. Justification
21. Visual reasoning
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