Journal of Comparative Literature
Faculty of Literature and Humanities
Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman
Year 11, No 21, Autumn / Winter 2020
Domestication in Poetry Translations of *"The Crow and the Fox""
Fable by La Fontaine in moving from "extra - system' to
"'system'* based on Lotman's theory
(Scholarly-Research)

Akbar Shayanseresht!, Zahra Khoshamen?,
Ali Akbar Samkhaniani®, Zeynab Nowruzi*

1. Introduction

One of the grounds of changing contemporary literature in Iran is
translation or interpretation of foreign literary works which studying
that can express the necessities, the creativities and the harms of this
category well. Sometimes Contemporary poets have conformed or
idiomatically domesticated the component parts of original context to
literary and cultural requirements of Persian speaking community by
displacing, increasing and decreasing them. The present article is
based on expressing domestication methods in moving from “extra -
system™ (original context) to "system™ (target context) and
understanding the poets success or unsuccess in translating foreign
literary works to Persian poem according to Yuri Lotman's theory and
here we just study poetic translations of an fable entitled "The Fox
and the Crow" by Lafontaine as example.

2. Methodology

This research has been performed by a descriptive method and content
analysis & the relationship quality among the culture elements with
the context and extra — context background of the original work
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compared to its translations has been expressed by Lotman's semiotic
theory of culture. It has been tried to show the creativities and
deficiencies of the new texts against the original text while referring to
different methods and ways of domestication and brief comparison of
contemporary poets translations from "The Crow and the Fox" story
by Lafontaine.

3. Discussion

Nasim Shomal, Iraj Mirza, Nayyere Saeidi and Habib Yaghmayi have
versified "The Crow and Fox" story chronologically. These versifiers
mainly aim to put unfamiliar culture elements in native culture forms
according to the present times aesthetics culture. Iranian culture
system hasn't accepted the entered content from extra — system in the
same existing form and has made it similar to fixed norms of its
memory and since literal type of the source text is didactic and
adjustable with those norms has organized system and traditional
poem form because traditional form is an element that has been
located in the center of semiospher of Iran's literal culture and any
disagreement with that has been considered a riot. The reality of
focusing on the type of expression is the result of a one — to — one
correlation between the level of expression and content and the effect
of expression on content (Lotman & Ospenski, 1390: 52).

Decreasing, increasing, changing & moving that these poets have
performed, show socio cultural features of that age and any way in
most cases in order to guarantee the necessary consistency, are
directly associated with the orientation to the past; for example, Iraj
Mirza has changed a western story in to the form of classic Persian
poems by choosing traditional measure and form, using ancient words
and grammar and direct conclusion at the end of poetry. This approach
can be considered one of the harms of domestication; because
translation that is a means to introduce new ideas and methods will
become a tool for maintaining traditional taste. Certainly in these
versified translations, didactic &critical aspect has been dominated the
satire aspect of the original work. Iraj Mirza has made the text critical
by changing the symbol (salamander instead of phoenix) and Nasim
Shomal has changed not only the tone & style of a foreign work, but
also its direction and aim and has created a text with his own intended
critical purpose by decreasing and increasing the elements, lexical
reviews and speeding up the language. Nasim Shomal poem it at the
service of society not ethics and it can be said that the intended
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meanings of the original author have been dominated by the author's
ideas and beliefs and the target language words. In Nayyere Saeidi's
poem Intertextuality & musical and Gnostic terms and word selection
related to Iran's culture sign system have made the text strong but
insisting on bringing same synonyms in the manner of some ancient
Persian works has added redundancies to his poem. We can also
observe encountering two different cultures in La Fontaine and
Nayyere Saeidi's treatment with fox trickery and flattery. Each of
them considers himself far from this forbidden phenomenon by a
different method; La Fontaine does that by mock in and scorning and
Iranian poet by adding adjectives that can be interpreted ethically and
permit a connection with the focus of Iranian traditions.

Habib Yaghmayi has selected fluent words in his translation and cared
about the intimacy of poem language and word flexibility
phonetically. Although Yaghmayi tries to define every innovation in
terms of traditional Persian literature, language naturalness along with
the application of old word makes his poem like a city in which old
buildings are next to new buildings These applications are an effort
for transferring language from "diachronic™ limitation to "synchronic™"
range; also the existence of movement and cinematic pictures have
shown his work newer and more modern. In Yaghmayi's method, the
present traditional relationship between expression and content that
can be seen in other translations of the story, is not known as the only
possible relationship; although this works expression affects content
more than other translations. The expression type is not naturalized
except in some rare examples and utilizes dramatic art. This method of
extra — system has been absorbed and the poet invalidates the last
translations of this story by a new movement with creativity so that
Habib Yaghmayi's poem is replaced by Iraj Mirza work in textbooks.
Reticence and word choice or selectivity in words has also been from
old & bright favorite traditions of Iranian and is located in the center
of semiospher & the texts which have had this feature like Yaghmayi
translation, have had the most life & longevity in Iranian culture. This
work is the only translation which has become strong in dispute with
other systems and domestication in interaction with creative methods
of imagery has resulted in its richness; since besides employing the
elements of culture which are located in the center of semiospher,
hasn’t paid any attention to the marginal elements of the culture which
are being forgotten. His way of expression is a combination of
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modernity & tradition. Yaghmayi has used Nezami's poem that itself
is very organized and its mixture with the original text has created a
more valuable text. To compare the ways of addressing "The Crow
and the Fox" story by the translators shows gradual development of
domestication & poets interaction in moving from extra — system to
system.

4. Conclusion

The results of the study show that the poets have conformed the texts
with literal traditions and Islamic — Iranian culture symbols in this
process and this domestication has been performed in three systems
including lingual, literal and mental in images, thoughts, expression
methods and language processes. Decreasing, increasing, changing
and moving that these poets have performed, express social and
cultural features of its own age. Adding measure& rhyme has been
performed for preserving the spirit of Persian classical poetry and its
traditional form and didactic and critical aspect has been dominated
the satire aspect of the original work. In versified translation of Habib
Yaghmayi, the movement and Cinematic pictures and language
simplicity and intimacy have shown the work newer and more
modern. This work is the only translation that has become strong in
dispute with other systems and domestication in interaction with
creative methods of imagery has resulted in its richness Yaghmayi
poetry has more validity & stability in the memory of the culture of
Iranian society; since besides employing the elements of culture which
are located in the center of semiospher, has paid no attention to
marginal elements of culture which are being forgotten. His
expression style is a combination of modernity & tradition. His imajic
&dramatic expression has been observed from extra — system & has
combined traditional values located in the center of culture system
with that. Also analyzing domestication techniques & aesthetics
elements in this research show that the poetries have become more
complete in order of composition time & Habib Yaghmayi translation
is the result of the perfection of poetry language towards more brevity.
It seems that at the rest of this research direction, we can also address
analyzing domestication in the story works obtained from translation.
Key words: Domestication, Translation, The Crow and the Fox,
La Fontaine, Lotman, Contemporary Persian Poetry.
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1- Le Corbeau et le Renard

Maitre Corbeau, sur un arbre perché,

Tenait en son bec un fromage.

Maitre Renard, par lI'odeur alléché,

Lui tint a peu pres ce langage :

"Hé ! bonjour, Monsieur du Corbeau.

Que vous étes joli ! que vous me semblez beau !
Sans mentir, si votre ramage

Se rapporte a votre plumage,

Vous étes le Phénix des hotes de ces bois."”

A ces mots le Corbeau ne se sent pas de joie ;
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Et pour montrer sa belle voix,

Il ouvre un large bec, laisse tomber sa proie.

Le Renard s'en saisit, et dit : "Mon bon Monsieur,

Apprenez que tout flatteur

Vit aux dépens de celui qui I'écoute :

Cette lecon vaut bien un fromage, sans doute. "

Le Corbeau, honteux et confus,

Jura, mais un peu tard, qu'on ne I'y prendrait plus. (La fontaine, 1958:

25).

O Lald 0,5 o )13 wy p 3y90 i G 5l calitee slacan (S pa j0 oS Ll 5 -
Cawlodds ools &b)l g QT )| 3)90

&b

s 1oyl Lowd Bleo 31 LOVYVY) L o yguen)l -

B 1 he3 O FAA) ol Gikorg Sl 20liSo,3 (VAN ., ¢ contl ol -

K e bl 1gas LOVYVY) s e ol -

Slallhe 5 (Sl pole olfiaghy 1ole3 & o b s LOVYAY) (85 () blaeliygy -
(S

B 15 ol molee pxis 33 (6 59lg9 (GBS .(VFAY) . gglS ¢ s -

Vo degazmo gl 48 yiaw (0lpl g5 i 5 pe b 30 LOYAY) Ly o S -
XY VA o o 10l - ol rwlie ploial 4 . polas Slosl gy g 05

& 15 -l 3980y cymolian (gUddesiia pus ((VYAB) .l Jg ¢\Lisg,s -

8y90 ) 8yl . ol byl oy Ll ez g colS> SN LV FAP) Lyanx (S, -
FY-F\ e V)

el 10l Ol 3l (g8 LV YAP) - coel (g5y0eli 9 gy el -

a k5 oTn (VYA5) . cpillabus (Ll ogaue (g 355 ol ¢ 2L oy )8l -
AD-VY Lo T 6)leds . Ko,8 5,00l (ledy) (650 lalis jom o)

REWIS RN VS JPSONC [0 { FVCS IR PRRC PR TIPS G § 44D IS SN RIS

(S8 5 sele 10l 05 - (H93Y (SLaaad pglaie Ao i (VYY) Ly c(gpnn -

39 28097 1,8 Aaz 5 (S8 cwlidailio 1o e pagied (VYA ) .)])sS (g =
de 100 g9 8 g (SRS (owlibbailis



A - 0098Y 0lg, g ENS LulS> polaie slader 5 50 (g5l 092

yolre i o (medY claculSon (VWAL ST (Mgl (lold) uthymbles -
YoANAY ao YT b Olud! g yb Aolidad .l

LS 3 ol 1yl a5 (o Al L(VYAY) ST o( Mg L oy Lol s ooy Lt -

u|9>‘ GLQOO5JM )b c5>)l> )LJ o}m)) (\\ﬂ‘\f’) ).5‘ c(‘_,’_)%”Lw uLwl.w) w).wuL:L» -
NYoVA o VY 5 VY e . o0l (Rgiacsie (26

coPew 1ol Al g Eya b (VYA Lo jaesme o SSAST auids -

ST 05 gy g (VYA Lo jaime ¢ SO canids -

(S Sgrum do 5 owylB il 40 Susd dxdb L(\WAY) el (S )5 -

EILIRRI

(g oIS

«&mp LF“’.LW‘DLWJ )lS 9 )LAA) u_:l; o) (\ya-) LS‘ ‘s awsl -89 ‘UL“?J -
e )5 g9 (5,8 eSS 4 ‘si.sb)é bl jo . ogzw )8 de

Ol oISl 1l s Sl Ol meeas . S S (VYVY) L ol -

L5 15 -abusad glac > (V¥ .z Lo -

csole 1olye5 L cpig y Aoz VYV L cpnmadle ¢ i -

- Bassnett, S, and Lefevere, A. (1997). Introduction: Where Are We in

Translation Studies? In Bassnett, S, and Lefevere, A. (Eds.),

Constructing Cultures: Essays on Literary Translation (1-11).
Clevedon: Multilingual Matters.

- Even-Zohar, Itamar 1990. "The Position of Translated Literature

within the Literary Polysystem.” In Polysystem Studies [=Poetics

Today, Vol. 11: 1]. Durham NC: Duke University Press, pp. 45-51.

- La Fontaine, Jean de. (1958). Fables. callimard.

- Lotman, Yuri M. (1977). "The Dynamic Model of a Semantic
System”, Semiotica 21, nos. 3-4: 193-210.

- Lotman, Yuri M. (1977). The Structure of the Artistic Text. Gail
Lenhoff and Ronald Vroon (Trans.). MI: University of Michigan
Press.



VAR lienod g 5l V) 8ylas V) Jlos ¢ sinabas olipol £ ,85 Ve

- Lotman, Yuri M. (1990). Universe of the Mind: a Semiotic Theory
of Culture. Translated by Ann Sukman. London. New York: I.B.
Tauris & Co.

- Lotman, Yuri M. (2009). Culture and Explosion. Translated by
Wilma Clark. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter.

- Venuti, L. (2005). Translation, History, Narrarive. Meta, L: 33, 800-
816.

- Venuti, L. (2008).The Translator’s Invisibility: A History of
Translation (Second edition). London and New York: Routledge.



