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1. Introduction

The most important intention of human beings, about which he has
thought and has experienced in the path of his own civilization, has
been politics. Politics is a concept the civilized man has achieved
from methods of contemplation. Thus, politics, which is occasionally
interpreted as empire of statecraft, contains the generalities of human
life; even if those generalities are not taken into account, the details
of man’s life will become meaningless. Here, politics is intertwined
with freedom, development, and justice; therefore, all the efforts of
thinkers, politicians, and men all around the world has been in
connection with bliss. Although the concept of bliss relatively
consists of different kinds of notions, these various notions should be
accepted by all the citizens of a society, otherwise, politics appears to
be only a referential concept. In other words, if a politician has
authority, he will succeed in his politics. But here, authority has a
widespread concept more than cruelty and power, because when the
issue of power is considered, authority comes into question;
therefore, authority should be regarded as the meaning of a genuine
humanistic link between sovereign and society. If the concept of
politics is viewed from this angle, ethical and even religious notions,
if accepted by public, will be inserted in the field of politics. The
most significant point of politics for philosophers and students of
philosophy will be in alignment with the concept of ethics in terms of
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its extensive meaning, not the concept of ethics in a particular
religion.

2. Methodology

This study is comparative, i.e. a comparison of two texts which came
into existence in two totally different discourses. With regard to the
orientations towards their discourse, first they have been discussed
and then compared. This method is going to explain the results of the
tendencies, and then the similarities are considered as hypothetic
transaction and the differences are regarded as the societies’ different
conditions of the two texts.

3. Discussion

Generally, siasat-e modon or politics studies the relationship between
government and nation and the role of politicians in the life of
citizens. Finally, politics appears to be only resolving of individual’s
requirements.” (Jahanbagloo, 1993, 79) However, this point of view
does not evaluate minor needs such as accommodation, food and so
on; thus, at first, bliss, justice, and freedom which are the
requirements of citizens tend to be significant.

The Prince by Niccolo Machiavelli, the Italian author and politician,
is the most popular and controversial political work of all ages.
Nowadays, warriors, businessmen and politicians regard The Prince
as the sacred book of realistic politics and also as the ultimate guide
for achievement and maintenance of power in this dangerous world.
There are also many criticisms about the ideas of this book; therefore,
it is essential to consider that social circumstances and environment
do strongly influence the writers’ ideas. Machiavelli discusses
various ways of achievement and maintenance of power, winning the
throne, and also various characteristic features of a king. This book
has 26 chapters which discuss the establishment of the government
and its preservation; the foundation of his political theory, however,
is based on pessimism towards human being.

Nasir al-Din al-Tusi’s Nasirean Ethics is organized in three parts. The
title of the fourth chapter of its part 3 is “In the Politics of a Country
and Decorum of Kings” which deals with Siasat-e Modon and ethical
elements in the field of politics and this is the central subject matter
of this study. Based on Tusi, politics is divided into four groups of
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politics of a country, politics of dominance, politics of munificence,
and politics of crowd. Politics of a country intends to be the planning
of community affairs and guidance of people to achieve wisdom.
Politics of dominance consists of administration of the affairs of
abhorrent individuals. Politics of munificence is the organization of
the affairs of people who focus their attempt to reach munificence,
and politics of crowd concentrates on the art of organizing affairs of
various groups of people based on divine law. Generally, politics of a
country and politics of the crowd are valuable in the idea of Tusi who
assumes an unbreakable link between the two. He regards the politics
of a country and the artifice of the crowd as wreathed in all kinds of
virtues. In fact, the political system of Tusi’s utopia is a complete
plan of statecraft and social decorum which has been written based on
practical wisdom. The political plan of Tusi is unlike that of
Machiavelli and is not the observer of the existing realities, but
mostly tries to analyze the truth; achieving this truth needs direction
in a true path and having an influential effort. In fact, Tusi tries to
express the existing reality in terms of the ideal truth. Machiavelli
discusses ethical doctrines based on his own political strategies and
guidelines, while Tusi organizes the political strategies based on
ethical doctrines and does not prefer anything which is against ethics;
and this is totally opposite of Machiavelli’s view. The dominant idea
of Machiavelli towards statecraft and sovereignty of kings is the idea
of suppression accompanied by severity, force and seriousness, as if
these are the only principles of strengthening sovereignty.
Machiavelli suggests eradicating those kings who previously
dominated the land and also to destroy previous rituals and traditions,
because if they tend to be in opposition with the beliefs and tradition
of the victorious government, they may lead to discrepancy. From the
viewpoint of Machiavelli’s The Prince, if a king intends to dominate
permanently, he should totally eradicate the dynasty of previous
kings. And for the total domination and freedom without restrictions,
the only way is to destroy that city or country. If the king does not do
this, the conqueror is defeated by that city. According to Tusi, if a
ruler dominates its people based on the politics of dominance and
defeat, affection and kindness turns to hatred and integrity and
goodness will be destroyed. Tusi asserts that some features such as
paternal elevation, decorum of opinion, the whole departure, patience
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in difficulties, and righteous assistants are essential for the empire.
When Tusi’s empire of Utopia does and completes justice, it starts to
deal with beneficence. Unlike Machiavelli, he does not believe in
suppressive politics, and regards rules and army affairs, organization
of affairs, emphasis on expediency, greatness of kings, fear of
people’s dissatisfaction, and moderation and gentleness; presence of
the king among people, and connection with wise men are common
themes in the ideas of these two politicians. However, their views are
different in concepts such as determinism and force, murder in
politics, kings’ kindness, generosity and munificence. The discourse
of text in The Prince is the position of politics, rulers and people.
With regard to the similarities between the two works, The Prince has
nothing to do with religion, and politics substitutes religion;
therefore, the ruler shapes peoples in his own way based on politics
and politicians’ views (Machiavelli). However, in Nasirean Ethics,
peoples’ formation should be accepted by religion (metaphysics). It
can be concluded that the society considering Nasirean Ethics has a
path which is progressive, celestial or transcendental, whereas The
Prince’s path is terrestrial, and men’s emphasis is on earthly affairs.

4. Conclusion

Geographical and cultural environment and historical traditions result
in the differences between the ideas of Machiavelli and Tusi. As a
result of his philosophical and verbal tendency in terms of
maintaining Iranian-Islamic culture preventing Mongols from killing
innocent people, Tusi establishes the foundation of his politics based
on ethics. However, based on different geographical and cultural
issues of Italy, Machiavelli tries to insure the king in front of all
religions, and, in fact, the maintenance and increase of the king’s
power appears to be the most significant concern of this politician;
concepts such as bliss and justice go under the shade of the king’s
presence as well, while for Tusi politics, justice and public welfare
are the most significant preferences, and he includes the king in these
issues as if when these ethical issues are preserved in a society, the
king’s empire will be maintained as well. Therefore, it can be said
that the environmental conditions have a widespread influence on
discrepancies between the ethical doctrines of these two sages and
their various solutions; therefore, one of them becomes an ethical
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sage and the other turns to be a modern politician. The final point is
that Machiavelli propounds his politics in the field of history, while,
Tusi represents his ideas mostly in terms of trans-temporal thought.

Keywords: Siasat-e Modon, Politics, Machiavelli, King, Tusi,
Nasirean Ethics.
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