Journal of Prose Studies in Persian Literature
Year 22, No. 46, Winter 2020

An Introduction to Al-Zorwah Al-Sama Fi Mashahir Al-Sama, a
Recently-Found Book by Afzal Kermni
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1. Introduction

As Islam came into Iran and the Iranians accepted it, they needed to
learn Arabic as the language of Islam. However, the society’s elite
learned the language so quickly due to great wit, abundance of
knowledge and reading, the necessity to learn about the new world,
presence in Iranian and foreign palaces where Arabic was the official
language, presentation of knowledge in the scientific language of the
time and the trend to be proud of knowing Arabic. However, the
ordinary people did not possess specialized knowledge, and some
even were not capable of reading in this language and not familiar
with the extensive vocabulary items. Thus they felt a void, which later
led to the promotion of Arabic-to-Persian dictionaries.

2. Methodology

This research is performed through a documentary and library
research style and based on a descriptive-analytic approach. After a
brief introduction, two main parts of the article are presented. In the
first section, some reasons are mentioned for the validity of ascribing
al- Al-Zorwah Al-Sama to Afzal Kermani. The second part also
introduces the version and some of its differences related to the source
text (Al-Sami).

3. Discussion

3.1. Background and introduction to the author of Al-Zorwah Al-
Sama

The author of this article accidentally found the unique version of Al-
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Zorwah Al-Sama Fi Mashahir Al-Sama kept in the library of
Ayatollah Marashi Najafi. This handwritten version is kept under
registration no. 11887 in the mentioned collection.

It should be noted that the name of the work was registered in the list
of the mentioned library (1345: 10/ 163) as Al-Zorwah Al-Shama Fi
Mashahir Al-Sama, yet its true name is Al-Zorwah Al-sama Fi
Mashahir Al-Sama. This error in reading is due to the indifference of
the complier to the hand writing of the author who usually used three
dots (...) above the letter o= (S). In addition, the phrase “Al-Zorwah
Al-shama” is meaningless. In addition, the author intended to
juxtapose “Sama” and “Al-Sama” to beautify the name of the book.
However, the important point that triggered the curiosity of the author
of this article was thinking about the introduction of this book.

The author of this book, the perfect knowledgeable skilled Imam, Taj
Al-Zaman, Allameh Kerman, Afzal Al-Maleh va Al-din, Tayeballah
says: “O’ my son, know that the book Al-Asami Fi Al-Asami is a
perfect book in itself, but in this regard, the intent and ambition of the
scholars is incomplete and the interest of readers will prevail. From
those strange terms and unused words some are abandoned so that
children can read it quickly, and in short time, words are used for the
purpose of reading and other classes of literature; Therefore, | chose
you from the book of Sami to include popular words as used in the
holy Quran, stories and poems; its name is Al-Zorwah Al-Sama Fi
Mashahir Al-Sama, and | hope for the forgiveness of holy God as he
may reward me for this effort and may help you memorize it”. (Al-
Zorwah Al-Sama: G 1 R)

Our only information about this author is these very lines. This
foreword clarifies several points. First, the author is a famous
character, called “Allameh” (scholar) by the author. Secondly, he is
from Kerman. Thirdly, he is known as Taj Al-Zaman and Afzolodin
Kermani. Fourthly, he has written the book for teaching important
points of Al-asami to his son, whom we are not sure if he was his step
or real son. Unfortunately, the compiler of the library of Ayatollah
Marashi Najafi (1345: 10/163) was complacent about it and did not
search any further in other sources for determining the identity of the
author. He merely referred to the foreword and registered as
“Afzalodin Taj Al-Zaman (Kermani)”.

3.2. Afzal Kermani: author of Al-Zorwah Al-Sama



Journal of Prose Studies in Persian Literature
Year 22, No. 46, Winter 2020

Allameh Kerman, Taj Al-Zaman, Afzal Al-Maleh and Al-din is the
very same famous Afzal Al-din Kermani, and we show that he was
the author of Al-Zorwah Al-Sama. After studying Kerman history and
famous characters with describable scientific features and positions, it
can be stated that most probably, the author is the very Abu Hamed
Ahmad Bin Hamed Kermani Koohbanani known as “Afzal
Kermani”; the historian, poet, secretary and medic of the 6™ century
(615 AH). Al-Zorwah Al-Sama is a new book created by this scholar
personality, which shows that besides being active in the mentioned
fields, he was also rich in terminology. However, in the following, we
will demonstrate this claim.

3.2.1. Famous characteristics

The most important reason for demonstrating the authorship of Afzal
Kermani for Al-Zorwah Al-Sama is the character of its author. Taj Al-
zaman and Afzal Al-din are the famous nicknames of Afzal. In the
past, he was known for these characters. As far as we searched and as
you will observe in the following, in those centuries, no other person
from Kerman had the nicknames of Taj Al-Zaman and Afzal Al-din
at the same time. The best sources for this study are the works of
Afzal.

e In the beginning of Eghd-al-Ola, we read: “he writes that the
author of these pages is the knowledgeable Imam, Taj Al-
zaman, Sultan Al-afazel, Allameh Al-zaman, Afzal Al-maleh
va Al-din, Ahmad Bin Hamed Saghi Allah Serah and Jala Al-
Janah Al-maavah...” (Afzal Kermani, 1977: 60).

e In the foreword of Salah Al-sahah Fi Hefaz Al-Soheh, we
read: “the author said that the author of this book, Sadr
Emam, the deceased Afzal Al-maleh va Al-din Al-Kermani
...” (Afzal Kermani, 1977: 43).
¢ In the foreword of Almazaf Ela Badaye Al-zaman, we read
“the knowledgeable Amir Imam writes that Malek Al-
Hokama and Fozala, the owner of prose and poetry, the
crown of scholars, Afzal Kerman, Hamid Al-don Ahmad
Bin Hamed Ramatollah...” (Afzal Kermani, 1952: 1).
The common point for all three texts is referring to the nickname of
Afzal Al-din for the author. In Eghd-al-Ola Eghd-al-Ola, there is a
clear reference to Taj Al-zaman Afzal. Besides, all three texts
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emphasize Afazal Kermani being Imam, scientific and scholar. Points
mentioned in the foreword of Al-Zorwah. These aspects turn our
assumption to reality.

4. Conclusion

This book is probably authored by Afzalodin Abu Hamed Kermani,
the famous literary figure, historian, secretary and medic of the 6"
century and the owner of Eghd-al-Ola lel-Moghavef-al-Ala. There are
a number of reasons for the demonstration of this claim: Taj Al-
Zaman, Afzalodin and Allameh brought in the foreword of Al-
Zorwah are the same nicknames used to describe him in the works of
Afzal Kermani. A search of the history of Kerman in the 6" to 11%"
(the year of writing Al-Asami until the year of Al-Zorwah authorship)
shows that there was no other literary figure who was concurrent with
Taj Al-zaman and Afzalodin. The naming and rhyming of Al-Zorwah
was similar to the other works of Afzal Kermani. Furthermore,
knowing Arabic and the knowledge of Afzal about Arabic literature
shows this fact.

Keywords: Al-Zorwah Al-Sama Fi Mashahir Al-Sama, Taj Al-
Zaman Kermani, Afzalodin Kermani, Al-Asami Fi Al-Asami.
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