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1. Introduction

During the Samanid era, and with the emergence of a movement for
the restoration and reconstruction of Iranian identity via Persian
language, writing of the history of Iran took place in two fields. One
was through epic, which was actually a mythological-historical
narrative, and the other was a translation of Tabari's History
representing a historical perspective. In fact, the Persian narrative of
Tabari's History was a translation of the Iranian existence in the form
of the Dari language. And, therefore, Bal’ami, as a literary man,
secretary, and politician, translated Tabari's History as a reflection of
the historical and linguistic identity of the Iranians in the form of a
government transmitted from the Arabs. i.e. a free translation and
compilation of the original text. However, another book, Tha‘alibi's
History, despite the short time gap with Bal’ami’s History, was
translated and co-authored in a completely different environment
during Ghaznavid era. The present study is about the distinction
between the narration of the two histories, one Persian and the other
Arabic; by comparing and contrasting these distinctions, it also tries
to understand how each historian narrates a particular view of history.

2. Methodology
This study, while introducing Goshtasb in Avestan and Zoroastrian
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texts, compares Goshtasb in the two books of Bal’ami and Tha'alibi,
and answers the following questions:

- What are the differences between Goshtasb’s narrative in of
Bal’ami’s History and Tha'alibi’s History?

-What is the reason for these differences?

3. Discussion

Bal’ami's narrative of Goshtasb is closer to that of the ancient Sasanid
texts and to the Avestan narrative than that of Tha'alibi. Bal’ami's
narrative is also much shorter than Tha'alibi’s narrative. He only
briefly narrates the events of Goshtasb’s reign, without literary
marginalization and artistic illustrations. What distinguishes
Bal’ami's narrative from Ferdowsi's is its approach toward Goshtasb.
It seems that Ferdowsi does not have a positive view of Goshtasb due
to the behavior of his child, Esfandiar and he is presented with an
oppressive, a selfish, a cruel and a deceitful image. However, in
Balmai's history, he is the face of a monarchist and religionist
kingdom.

In Bal’ami's narrative, the story begins with the death of Goshtasb’s
father Lohrasb, and his kingdom. (Bal’ami, 1975: 655) Bal’ami
introduces Goshtasb who is partly in harmony with the character of
the Avesta in the Avestan texts, and has a legitimate and sacred
character in the Avestan history.

For this reason, despite the length of references, a dual image of a
mythological-historical figure is presented in the two texts: Bal’ami
and Shahnameh. Tha'alibi, however, was brought up very close to
Bukhara, in Neyshabur, under completely different conditions and in
a completely religious and political context. In this sense, the history
of religious historiography is much more highlighted in the narrative
of Tha'alibi than in Bal’ami's History. At the same time, along with
the development of Arabic language, more literary and rhetorical
facilities were available. He also provides a detailed narrative with
pictorial engravings of Goshtasb that are, of course, closer to the
religious-Islamic narrative of this character. The first influence of the
Arabic language on the Tha'alibi narrative can be traced in the name
of the king; because of the absence of the two letters "G" and "P" in
the Arabic language, the name Goshtasb has become "Boshtasf" in
the Tha'alibi history. In addition, the story of this Iranian king has
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been repeatedly linked to the religious history of Ibrahim, and the
geography of ancient Iran is tied to the sacred climates of the Torah,
such as Palestine and Egypt. The same reflection making into an
Arabic version of the historical narrative can be traced back to many
names and places, and that the narrative of Tha'alibi has a much more
mythical effect than that of Bal’ami. Tha'alibi seems to portray the
"story of history" of the kings of Iran in a form of legendary religious
narrative. Therefore, there are many similarities between Ferdowsi's
narrative and the proverbial Arab prose. Another notable point
distinguishing between the narration of Tha'alibi and Bal’ami is that
Bal’ami was the professional secretary in Persian literature as well as
a politician and minister, but Tha'alibi was a religious scholar and
historian familiar with Arabic and religious traditions. Obviously, the
historical narrative of these two different social and political bases is
reported apart from time. Tha'alibi narrative of the Goshtasb is
different from what we see in Avesta and Bal’ami's History. He
describes the events of his life in detail, using literary and artistic
imagery. Tha'alibi's perspective toward Goshtasb is very similar to
that of Ferdowsi, because he describes Goshtasb as a jealous, selfish,
oppressive and authoritarian king, a greedy king who deliberately
kills his son Esfandiar for ambition and keeping the kingdom.

4. Conclusion

Bal’ami’s History and Tha'alibi’s History are important works of the
4" and 5™ centuries A.H. both dealing with a common theme (Iranian
history) and involving contemporaneous authorships. There are
peculiarities and differences both in the origin of the narratives and in
the type of their authors' narrative. One of these narratives is the story
of Goshtasb recounted in these two historical books. In Avesta,
Goshtasb is a sacred figure. He is a good-natured, powerful king and
a justice-giver; however, in national narratives and epics, he has ugly
and contemptible traits. He is a proud, selfish and jealous king who
kills his own son due to fear and the jealousy that he nurtures deep
down toward his son. Among the dissimilarities and differences
mentioned above, one can notice the nationalistic Pan-Iranian look of
Bal’ami contrary to the more tribal outlook of Tha'alibi. Additionally,
the important element for Bal’ami is history, so he is merely content
with the unpretentious description of the narrations and expresses
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them succinctly. He seeks the true course of narratives, and,
therefore, adjusts the epics as far as possible. Tha'alibi, nonetheless,
offers detailed description of the events and mental imageries.
Among other noteworthy dissimilarities is the function of the
characters in both narratives that tends to vary, as well as the
inversion and alteration of their names and titles, which appear to be
due to the use that both authors make of different sources and
references in their works.

Keywords: Bal’ami’s History, Tha'alibi’s History, Narrative,
Goshtasb.
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