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1. Introduction

Various definitions of language have been proposed; however,
from the point of view of this study, language is a set of words in
ordered relations and with specific rules among them. Ordinary words
of language have special capacities by which literary artists derive an
aesthetic order from words or reveal different meanings and functions
of words. Using this capacity of words, these artists create a new
system in language which is called "literature”. In short, literature is a
linguistic and verbal art. This verbal art is divided into different forms
through the use of different terms and words. One of these types of
verbal art is Carikalamature, which has been defined as a word play.
Carikalamature is one of the new genres in the field of Persian prose
that was introduced by Parviz Shapour to the literary community in
1960s. Carikalamature, is simple short, literary and comic prose which
induces a caricaturelike humorous image. In this article it has been
tried to reveal the origins of this type of prose in classical Persian
literature by considering Obeid Zakani's prose as the best known
classical example of this apparently newfound type.

2. Methodology
In this article, it is shown how the emerging type of caricaturist is
related to classical Persian literature using analytical methods.
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Therefore, according to the theory of intertextuality, this study deals
with the connection between Shapur's caricatures and the works of
Obaid Zakani. Therefore, after studying Shapur's Carikalamature and
extracting its features, Obaid's prose works have been studied, and the
existence of those features in his prose works has been shown.

3. Discussion

Some scholars consider the Carikalamature to be the product of
some Western translations of the 50s and they believed it has Western
roots. Although the caricaturist emerged in an environment full of
Western-influenced modernizations, it must be borne in mind that this
form of concise prose has a long history in our literary heritage.
Basically, new texts stand on the shoulders of previous texts. This is
called "intertextuality” in recent texts. It seems that for this type, two
main origins can be found in classical Persian literature: 1. proverbs
and adage: Since the ultimate goal of proverbs is advice, they are
naturally devoid of the elements of humor and comparison. But there
are also cases in which some sentences have a load of humor; like
some of Saadi's brief sentences in Golestan, especially in the eighth
chapter. 2. Indian style poems: One of the main features of Indian
style poetry is thematics. One of the sources of thematic creation
among the poets of the second period of the Safavid era was the use
of words or generally known as “word play” in various ways. That is
why Hosseini believes that if we want to get a genetic certificate for a
Carikalamature, we should refer to the Indian style. According to the
intertextual approach, the Carikalamature cannot be considered a
product of Western translations and origin; rather, this type of literary
prose has a long history in Persian literature, which has reappeared in
the form of Carikalamature in the contemporary period. Among
these, Obaid Zakani's humorous and concise prose has a special place
and in many cases is very similar to what is called a Carikalamature
today.

Nizamuddin Obaid Zakani was the first person in the field of prose
to write treatises in innovative ways in which he criticized the social
situation. Among Obaid's works, what we are looking at in this article
are his prose works. In these works, we come across sentences that
have the same style and form that we see in Parviz Shapour's
Carikalamature. Since Parviz Shapour studied Obaid's works and
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even illustrated and printed Obaid's mice and cats as cartoons, it can
be claimed that Shapur was influenced by Obaid's prose in creating
the Carikalamature. Based on this, we can find these similarities
between Obaid's sentences and Parviz Shapour's Carikalamatures: 1.
Satire: humor is the main infrastructure of the Carikalamature.
Obaid's works are among the most accurate examples of satire in
Persian literature, and his satire, like Shapur's satire, was pioneering
in his time. 2. Simplicity of expression: One of the characteristics of
Carikalamature is the simplicity of its prose. Perhaps the greatest
feature of Obaid's poetry and prose is his simplistic approach and the
closeness of his humorous language to the public, which later became
the model for other satirical poets and writers. 3. Pictorial
representation of sentences: In the Carikalamature, an attempt is
made to bring the various aspects of language closer to the visual
aspects. In Obaid's works, also the concepts are expressed in such a
way that after reading or hearing the sentence, the audience creates an
objective form of it in his mind. 4. Briefness: Conciseness is one of
the main features of Carikalamature as one of the types of humor and
satirists have always paid attention to this feature. The more
inconsistent matters or factors are included in a more compact
structure, the greater the amount of surprise and consequently
laughter. Most of Obaid's sentences and phrases - as befits the genre
of humor - are expressed in the most concise form. 5. Artistic
arrangement of words: The place of words in the structure of the
Carikalamature is very important. Carikalamature are widely used in
terms of words and their various capacities. Obaid is also well aware
of the power of words and the potential hidden in them and has used
this feature very well in his sentences. The following are examples of
Obaid and Shapur sentences to show the high degree of similarity
between the two of them.

Of course, these similarities do not mean that Obaid's works are in
complete agreement with the caricature genre. Obaid Carikalamature-
like are different from Shapur Carikalamatures. Apart from the
difference in language and style of writing, which stems from the six
centuries between the time and the evolution of language over the
centuries, the following should be noted: 1. A strong presence of
humor in Obaid's works; 2. The objectivity of Obaid's prose and the
subjectivity of Shapur's works; 3. Philosophical view in the works of
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Shapur and social view in the works of Obaid; 4. Existence of poetry
in Shapur's works.

4. Conclusion

Obaid Zakani's satirical prose in Delgosha's treatise, Sad Pand, and
especially in the “Treatise on Definitions”, in many cases has led to
sentences that are like Carikalamature and have the main
characteristics of that genre. In Obaid's work, we are confronted with
sentences in which, apart from its shade of humour, the author puts the
words together artistically in a simple and concise prose, which
ultimately evokes a funny image. Considering the history of Shapur's
acquaintance with Obaid's works, it can be said that he was influenced
by Obaid's prose in creating this literary genre. Finally, it should be
said that the hypothesis that the Carikalamature is a genre that has
been formed from the attention of Western literature in Persian
literature, cannot be a correct hypothesis and it is better to consider
this genre as a revival of the ancient species in a new form.

Keywords: Carikalamature, Persian prose, satire, Obeid Zakani,
Parviz Shapour.
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