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1. Introduction

In the history of book writing, sometimes different works can be
seen which are written anonymously, or they are the works that are
attributed to two or three authors. As well, we can come across some
books that have become known by one title and the other name is
considered as "Lost Work". However, the name of the book discussed
here which is known as the History of Wassaf, "Tajrobatol-Amsar and
Tazjiyatol-A'sar", was changed into Tajzayatol-Amsar and Tazjiyatol-
A'sar due to the negligence of a content writer, and later it became
known by this name in all his contemporary books. Despite the fact
that the original name is mentioned correctly in all manuscripts, the
false name has been used regardless of the original transcripts, though
the original and correct name is mentioned in the other historical
books. The esteemed corrector has presented the correct title in the
footnote and the false name has been shown in the text for fulfilling
the deductive editing.

2. Methodology

This study has been done using a descriptive-analytical method,
library researches and reviewing the manuscripts of Wassaf History in
the Library of Majlis [The Parliament of Iran], University of Tehran,
etc. and other historical books in which the Arabic name of Wassaf
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History is mentioned. The images of the pages including the correct
name of the book derived from the copies with a good handwriting are
given at the end of this article. This research tries to answer the
following questions:

A: What is the original and Arabic name of the book known as
the History of Wassaf?

B: When, and by whom, did this mistake occur?

3. Discussion

One of the most important tasks of a researcher, and one of his
primary and undeniable responsibilities, is to evaluate the documents
that will be used as a source or examine a work in terms of
correction,  confirmation, verification, and note addition.
Accomplishing the purposes of this study is significant due to the
related points such as the accuracy of the manuscript, its attribution to
the author, the correct name of the author and his work and so forth.
On the other hand, removing the ambiguous points and correcting the
mistakes of the predecessors' books, especially those reference books
that have been used and are widely cited, is one of the aims of the
scientific researches. The more important a book is and the more
citations it makes, the more necessary and important this review will
be. Wassaf History, which is one of the most authoritative and first-
hand books in the history of the llkhans of Iran and a treasure of
valuable news, has a special place in Persian literature due to its
technical prose and the effectiveness of words. This book one of the
textbooks for doctoral course in Persian literature. These points
indicate the necessity and importance of this study.

Based on the in the preface of Wassaf History, it was discovered
that the Arabic name of this literary work in the Bombay edition is
different from what is written in the autobiographies, and books of
the history of literature. For this reason, the scholar searched among
the abundant manuscripts to find the correct name of this work and it
was found that the Arabic name of Wassaf History had been
incorrectly included in the autobiographies and books of the history
of literature, and in this regard, the available manuscripts do not
confirm the titles such as Tajzayatol-Amsar and Tazjiyatol-A'sar.
These kinds of changes have not been rare in the works of Persian
and Arabic literature in the Islamic and humanities sciences.
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Sometimes, various texts can be found whose author's name is not
known, or attributed to two or three authors. Some books have two
names. One of them is famous and the other name of the book is
considered a lost work. Additionally, it must be noted that there have
been many works attributed to the authors, but after finding the new
editions, the original author was found.

The original name of this book is Tajrobatol-Amsar and
Tazjiyatol-A'sar which was mistakenly changed to into Tajzayatol-
Amsar and Tazjiyatol-A'sar in book "Kashf al-Zunun ean asamy
alkutub vaalfunwn". The author of this historical work is Abdullahe
Ibn Fadlullah Ibn Abi Naeem Ibn Roozbeh Shirazi [Farhad Mirza,
1988, p.: 209] known by his nickname as Sharafaldin and Wassaf al-
Hadrat known as Sharaf who was born in Shiraz in 1265. He was a
genius man, and writer and a poet, and worked as a state employee in
Shiraz. Gradually, he became as one of the important characters of
Khajeh Sadr al-Din Ahmad Khaledi Zanjani, the deputy of Taghajar
as the ruler of Fars. Because of the drought occurred in Fars, Wassaf's
father, I1zz al-Din Fadlullah, died on Thursday, 10 October, 1298 A.H.
(Wassaf, 1959, volume: 3, p.: 361). Wassaf was one of the tax
collectors of Fars winthin two periods; during his youth age, and at
the age of fifty-five, means 1318 (Wassaf, 1959, volume: 5, p.: 633).
His historical book is one of the most important historical books,
especially the history of the llkhani era, and is considered as one of
the most authoritative works cited and references for doing the
researchers.

His the writer and history have been discussed from different
points of view in various, autobiographies, history of literature,
historical studies and technical prose, as well, many articles have
been written in the field of its comparison and appraisal, translation
and description. most of which are about its historical debates and a
few of them have dealt with its literary devices. Mustafa ibn Abdullah
Kaateb Chalapi of Constantinople known as Haji Khalifa or Hajj
Khalifa has presented the following points on Wassaf History in his
valuable book "Discovering Suspicions from of the Names of Books
and Arts" [its Arabic name: "Kashf al-Zunun ean asamy-alkotob va
alfunwn"]:

The Arabic Text of Kashf al-Zunun-e Anel Asamiol Kotob val
Fonun
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And this is apparently the first source in which the unknown name
of Wassaf History has been forged. This mistake has been made in
attributing the book "Al-Mu'ajm" to the father of Wassaf, and in the
beginning and the end of the book (from Holako to Abu Saeed) and
also in the date of the end of the book; this means that in a five-line
paragraph, four basic mistakes have been made. This negligence has
been repeated in the other books.

This negligence is also repeated in the German translation of
Joseph von Hammer. Because he became acquainted with this book
in Istanbul: "Hammer's acquaintance with this work was probably
made during his stay in Istanbul and through his contact with
Ottoman colleagues who learned Wassaf History for preparing
themselves for the Persian language and literature exam (feiffer,
2007, p.: 302) and provided a copy of the Ottoman Turkish list and
the Ottoman Turkish description by Nazmizadeh and Naeeli,
respectively. In1854, with the help of Nazemzadeh vocabulary and
description of nails, Hammer published the German translation of the
first of five volumes of the History of Wassaf (Feiffer, 2007, p.: 302).

Hammer, despite having an exquisite copy of this book in his
hand, made a mistake due to the generality of this name in the
Ottoman Empire. This mistake has also caused problems within the
translation of its title, as each translator has rendered it differently: In
fact, the complexity and ambiguity of the Wassaf language begins
with the name of its book, as any attempt to translate it leads to
different results (Feiffer, 2007, p.: 308).

The use of this fake name by the authors such as Edward Brown
and Jan Ripka is that the source of these two is Hammer and its
German translation. Rieu, who summarized the other four volumes of
the History of Wassaf and published it along with the first volume of
Hammer's translation, also did not correct this mistake.
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4. Conclusion

- According to the following arguments, the first name of the History
of Wassaf is "Tajrobatol-Amsar and Tazjiyatol-A'sar" and nothing
else.

- All manuscripts available in Iran are in the libraries of Iran
Parliament, Tehran University of, Malek Museum and Astan-e-Quds-
e-Razavi.

- In accordance with the Mumbai lithograph, which is the product of
a confrontation among several versions according to Master
Homaeei, the first name of Wassaf History is Tajrobatol-Amsar
which is observable on page 10, line 22 in the preface of the first
volume and on page 668, line 21 in the supplementary culture section
at the end of the book.

- In other books, wherever the Arabic name of Wassaf History is
used, has been is the same name mentioned in the manuscripts of Iran
and India. the two documented copies of Riyadh al-Jannah and the
twelve copies cited in Doreye Nadereh are the true proofs of this
claim.

- According to Pfeiffer's article, Hummer had at least two
manuscripts of the history of Wassaf. And in a footnote, the German
translation of history of Wassaf mentions the difference between the
Arabic name of history of Wasaf.

Keywords: Wassafol Hazarat, Wassaf History, Discovery of
Suspicions, Tazjiyatol (Tajrobatol) Amsar.
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1. Pfeiffer, Judith. (2007). ‘A turgid history of the Mongol
empire in Persia’: epistemological reflections concerning a
critical edition of Vassaf’s Tajziyat al-amsar a tazjiyat al-a‘sar.”
In Theoretical approaches to the transmission and edition of
Oriental manuscripts, edited by Judith Pfeiffer and Manfred
Kropp, 107-129. Beirut: Ergon.
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