Journal of Resistance Literature
Faculty of Literature and Humanities
Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman
Year VY, No YY, Spring / Summer Y« Y -

An Investigation of Personality Description Functions in the Book
"Water Never Dies"

Zahra Gharib Hosseini’

Hamid Ja'fari’

Mohammad Mehdi Pourgholamali”
Maryam Lori Goeini’

Abstract
Description is the literary essence of memoir. Among various types of
description, personality description is an essential element in memoir
writing. The memoirist starts characterization while, due to the realist
aspect of memoir, he is deprived of a range of imaginative dimensions
and ambiguity in storytelling compared to the character description in
other works of art and literature.

The book Water Never Dies is the story of Hamid Hesam about the
presence of Sardar Mirza Mohammad Solgi in the front, who won the
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first place in the eighth Jalal Al-Ahmad Award. In Y+)1, due to the
accuracy of the descriptive discussions, the Supreme Leader of the
Islamic Revolution wrote a epigram on it.

The present study intends to investigate the functions of character
description in the book Water Never Dies, using in a descriptive-
analytical manner. The results show that in expressing personality traits,
much attention has been paid to expressing the moral-intrinsic
characteristics of warriors.

V¢ cases (YY,AYYZ) of functions belong to emotional function, 1Y cases
of which are related to negative emotions and 'Y cases belong to positive
emotions. The author has used positive attributes about the spiritual
moments and moral characteristics of Iranian warriors, but negative
attributes are more about the situations of the imposed war and the
injustices of the enemy and the unequal situation of war. Referring to the
negative traits of the Iranian forces, the accuracy and correct and
meaningful choice of descriptive words indicate a conscious pathology.

Keywords: Resistance literature, Memoir, Descriptive function, Hamid
Hesam, Personality

V. Introduction

A nation has beliefs that are embedded in its behavior, speech and
actions. Literature is the narrator of these thoughts and beliefs, and as a
result, the literature of defense and martyrdom is a manifestation of the
actions, behavior, and events of the Holy Defense. Now that the war is
over and it is not possible to be aware of its events through observation,
the only way to access the events and happenings on the front is through
the memories of the people who witnessed and observed those events. In
a part of his notes on the book Water Never Dies, the Supreme Leader of
the Revolution wrote: "... Greetings to Hamid Hesam, who introduced us
to such things as Solgi and Khosh Lafz..." This is one of the best war
diaries ever written. "Correct and strong writing, rich taste, and patience,
great effort, all have worked together to produce this work ..."
(Tasnimnews.com)
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It is also worth mentioning that Y¢ reprints of this work during three
years, winning the first place of Jalal Al-Ahmad Literary Award in
Y¥4¢ and being selected in the documentary section in a festival that
evaluates all genres in four sections of short stories, literary criticism,
novels and documentaries, one of the most well-established literary
festivals in terms of quality and professional view toward literary works,
prove that this book is a valuable work (Defaress.ir).

Descriptive methods in writing a memoir are in fact an objective
illustration of human experience and the visualization of something vivid
and expressive for the reader with the same quality and descriptions that
the author has experienced. This type of literary memoir writing has
grown significantly compared to other types of literary forms in the field
of resistance literature.

V.. Statement of the Problem

A memoir is a reminiscence of events, writing of situations and past
occurrences that took place in a specific place and time. The memaoirist is
aware of the quality of the events through observation, hearing or
presence, and enlivens it by presenting an objective picture of human
experience and visualization of the events to the reader. In descriptive
phrases, a picture of the most attractive details with the most effective
sense is presented to activate the creativity of the audience.

Hamid Hesam was the founder of the Foundation for the Preservation
of the Works and Dissemination of Values of the Holy Defense, who
worked as the Deputy Minister of Holy Defense Literature for many years
and played a key role in compiling books on resistance literature subject.
He spent his youth on the battlefields, therefore, he has been able to offer
the effects of the inner world and the feelings of the warriors. One of his
most prominent works in this field is the book Water Never Dies. The
descriptions of the book introduce the different dimensions of the
characters at the time of the events. He visualizes the exultation or
sorrow, sinister, scary and poetic states of the characters with beauty and
tenderness. In some cases, by explaining the meaning of military terms or
Hamedan terms, the audience travels with their memories. In this article,
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we try to examine the descriptive functions of the character in the book
Water Never Dies by Hamid Hesam.

V. Y. Significance of the Study

Character description and processing of different dimensions of
personality in literary texts, especially in memoirs, have many functions
and advantages. For instance, the most valuable moments in the life of
warriors are recorded and the audience identifies with their characters,
then the accuracy of the story is established in the mind of the reader.
Also, the attention and accuracy in it, leads to deep reading of the work
and receiving narrative information, and the messages hidden in the
memories can be comprehended.

Y. Conclusion

The high frequency of descriptive functions in Water Never Dies is
evidence to the author's high proficiency and accuracy in reminiscence.
The author has used the functions in the right place without destroying the
essence of the events. Often, the descriptions used in this work are in the
artistic and narrative forms, which play a pivotal role in advancing the
story and acquainting them with the atmosphere of the story. Extensive
attention to the moral qualities of the warriors shows that this book by
Hamid Hesam is of the type of didactic literature.

V¢ cases (YY,AYZ) of functions belong to emotional function, 1Y cases
of which are related to negative emotions and )Y cases are related to
positive ones. Due to the high frequency of negative emotions, it can be
mentioned that the nostalgia feelings, envy for the status of martyrs,
attention to the hardships and oppressed personality of Iranian fighters
and the imposition of war are the most central intellectual foundations of
the author.

In the book, Water Never Dies, there were Y4+ cases of absolute
adjectives with positive semantic load and Y79 cases of absolute
adjectives with negative semantic load. The author has used positive
attributes about the spiritual moments and moral characteristics of Iranian
warriors, but negative attributes are more about the situations of imposed
war and the injustices of the enemy and the unequal situation of war.
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Referring to the negative traits of the Iranian forces, shows the accuracy

and meaningful choice of descriptive words indicating a conscious
challenge. The semiotics function has been used to describe commanders
in order to mention moral, intellectual and physical characteristics, the
reader achieves strategic epistemology. Visual functions and arrays have
played an important role in visualizing the experiences and memories of
individuals.
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