Journal of Prose Studies in Persian Literature
Year 23, No. 48, Winter 2021

A Glance at the Latest Arabic-Persian Dictionary in Qajar Era

Reza Afkhami Aghda; Associate Professor, University of Yazd*
Yadollah Jalali Pandari; Professor, Yazd University
Mahdie Jafari Nodoushan; PhD Candidate of Arabic Language and
Literature, Yazd University

1. Introduction

Among the written legacy of the past, one sometimes comes across
valuable copies that have been left unknown and neglected for some
reason.One of these works is the manuscript of "Jame-ol-Loghat" by
Mullah Mohammad Jafar Nodushani, of which only a unique copy is
in the author's own handwriting. He completed this three-volume
dictionary in 1258 AH, during the reign of Mohammad Shah
Qajar.This work is a kind of bilingual dictionary that has been
translated from Arabic to Persian based on "Sahah" and "Qamoos",
using other dictionaries.In compiling this dictionary, , the author has
provided Persian meanings of his own for the Arabic words, and
among bilingual synonyms, pure Persian words can also be seen,
which is one of the valuable features of this dictionary; through these
Persian words one will come to know the original Persian dialects and
words.

The present study, with an analytical-descriptive method, examines
the written, structural and linguistic features of this version and then
expresses its slips and values. One of the important features of this
book is the use of simple, short sentences, avoiding confusing and
elusive language, and avoiding rhetoric. It is valuable in terms of
Persian equivalents for Arabic words.

2. Methodology
The study has been done using descriptive-analytical method and it
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is based on a documentary and library style based on the original work
and the evidence extracted from it, and a review of the books from
which the author of the work has used.

3. Discussion

Among the manuscripts of the Vaziri Library of Yazd, there is a
unique Arabic-Persian dictionary called "Jame-ol-Loghat".

The author of this dictionary is Mullah Mohammad Jafar
Nodoshani, who lived in Yazd. He was a contemporary of Mohammad
Shah Qajar and was proficient in grammar, and Persian and Arabic
vocabulary.Little is known about the biography of the author, except
that this noble man is the son of Mohammad Hossein and the
grandfather of the mother of Qawam-o-Shoara Yazdi, who was
originally from Nodushan but lived in Yazd.

This dictionary, whose time of compilation is mentioned by the
author at the end of the third volume as being Thursday, the 14th of
Jamadi Al-Awali in 1258 AH, is volumminous and includes 1743, 18-
line sheets with a length of 17x11 cm.

This dictionary is a valuable book, both in terms of Arabic and
Persian languages and in terms of being a detailed and useful
dictionary. Since many Persian words in such books are acompanied
by Arabic words, it has made available a precious treasure of Persian
words, the existence of which is very necessary for collecting Persian
words, and, therefore, for compiling a comprehensive Persian
dictionary. Mullah Mohammad Jafar Nodushani has made an effort to
present his dictionary in Persian in a special and innovative way,
different from all Arabic dictionaries. This book contains an
introduction, three main sections and a conclusion.

The author has arranged the three main sections of the book in the
style of "Sahah" and "Qamoos al Mohit". He has arranged the words
in alphabetical order and has used the last letter of the word as the
criterion for his classification. This method is known as the rhyme
method. To do this, he has arranged the words according to their last
letter in sections and hac called them Baab. Then, according to the
first letter of the word, he puts the words in sections called Chapters.
He also pays attention to the middle letter of the word in word order.
In this way, his dictionary has 28 Baabs and each Baab has 28
Chapters.
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The author has used various methods to show the correct
pronunciation of words: sometimes he has used diacritics to show the
pronunciation of words. And in some cases, mentioning the weight of
the words at the beginning of the meaning of the word introduces the
pronunciation of the words

In compiling his book, Mullah Mohammad Ja'far Nadushni has
used famous and valuable sources such as Qamoos al-Mohit, Taraz al-
Awal, Mesbah al-Monir, Taj al-Masadr, etc.

In this manuscript, one can see some written coordinates in the way
of writing of the predecessors, which is different from our modern
calligraphy.

Although the text of the book "Jame-al-Loghat" is simple and
fluent and has written simple and understandable explanations for
Arabic words, in some cases, original and ancient Persian words have
been used for translating some words.

The style of the book "Jame-ol-Laghat" is based on simplicity and
fluency, and the author does not have a special and innovative form,
and like the prose language of his time, it is simple, fluent,
understandable and far from verbal complexities. Since the style its
contemporary books is simple, fluent, and free from technicalities, it is
generally an imitation of idioms and the grammatical structure of
Arabic sentences. These influences can be seen not only in texts
translated directly from that language, but throughout the whole book.
In the text of this dictionary, as in any other manuscript, the slips of
the pen, inadvertently, and the errors that any writer may suffer from
writing for the first time can be seen.

4. Conclusion

The manuscript of "Jame-ol-Loghat” is an Arabic-Persian
dictionary belonging to the 13" century AH. The author of this
dictionary is Mullah Mohammad Jafar Nodoshani, who wrote it in
1258 AH, during the reign of Mohammad Shah Qajar. The value of
this work is that, since it expresses different forms of Arabic words,
including infinitive, noun, letter and present, it is a rich source for
researchers. And because the different sections of the book are
arranged in alphabetical order and the final and initial letters of each
word, it is easy to find the words in it. Another advantage of this book
is the use of reliable and valuable sources such as Qamoos-ol-Mohit,
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Sahah, Taraz-al-Awal, etc. In addition, the author's fidelity at that time
is admirable, since, he mentioned wherever he used a source for his
work. On the other hand, since in addition to translating Persian
words, Arabic phrases have also been presented from other
authoritative books, there is no need for the researcher to refer to other
sources. Also, the simple and sweet words in this book, which are
equal to the Arabic words, can today help researchers to choose their
words.In the text of this dictionary, like any other manuscript, one can
see pen slips and errors that occur to any scribe for the first time as a
result of writing, including mistakes in citing sources, missing a word
or part of a sentence, and not using punctuation; mistakes and errors
that occurred when quoting from Arabic books. Lack of spacing and
lack of diacritics for Arabic content also makes the work of
researchers difficult. Examination of this manuscript shows that
although some old words are seen in the text and some words are
recorded in dialectal and colloquial form, in general, the linguistic
feature of this book include the use of simple and short sentences,
avoiding confusing and difficult language, and avoiding rhetoric,
technicality, and figures of speech. In terms of calligraphy, this book
follows the texts of its contemporaries.

Keywords:  Bilingual dictionary, Jame-ol-Loghat, Mullah
Mohammad Jafar Nodushani, Structural and linguistic features.
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