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1. Introduction

The present study is the result of a detailed study of Attar of
Nishapur’s Tadhkirat Al-Awliya as edited and illustrated and
commented on by Mohammad Reza Shafi’ee Kadkani (Tehran,
Sokhan Publications, 2019). The result of this study was the discovery
of some points that might be useful in better understanding of some
stances made in the text of Tadhkirat Al-Awliya. The notes raised in
this article fall into three categories: A) most of these points
incorporate discovery of sources and references of narrations and
anecdotes of Tadhkirat Al-Awliya in its preceding Arabic sources. B)
The second category of points raised here include the interpretation
and description of some parts of the text of Tadhkirat that may be
explained by local terminology. These are words not found in the
Persian poetry and prose, but still common in local dialects of some
parts of Kerman province, especially Sirjan city. C) The third group
includes two instances of historical studies, the first of which is on the
incorrectness of a story in Tadhkirat Al-Awliya (the story of
informing Sahl bin Abdullah Tostari about the death of Shah Shoja’
Kermani) discussed under historical and textual evidence. The second
instance is about the location of Shah Shoja Kermani’s tomb. Based
on creditable evidence, the present article has marked the accurate
location of the tomb of this illustrious sage and mystic to be in Sirjan.

2. Methodology
The research method of this paper is of documentary and historical
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type. Some points have been discovered through investigations in
Arabic sources of quotes by mysticism celebrities and matching them
with Attar’s Tadhkirat Al-Awliya. These points typically include
finding the references to the quotes. Historical analysis of some cases
has led to the discovery of a historical point. Moreover, parts of the
ambiguous vocabulary of the text have been clarified through
common vocabulary used in the local dialects of Sirjan and Kerman.

3. Discussion

This article raises 23 points about Tadhkirat Al-Awliya and
discusses them. What follows is a summary of these points. The
discursive and textual discussions are brought about in the main body
of the paper. Numbers indicated on the sides of the sign *“/” point at
the chapter (the number on the left) and the clause (the number on the
right.

1. An anecdote has been narrated in describing Sahl bin Abdullah
Tostary (28/18), according to which Sahl was informed by a pigeon of
Shah Shoja’ Kermani’s death on the same day. This anecdote narrated
to describe a miracle by Sahl bin Abdullah Tostary could not be
correct historically, as Sahl bin Abdullah died in year 283, that is 5
years before Shah Kermani (year 288 Islamic lunar calendar) died.

2. In a quote attributed to Bayazid Bastami (33/9), the word
Ashkal/Ashkil has been used. In his comments made on Tdhkirah (p.
1272), the editor has regarded this term as a form of the term
Sakal/Sakil which means the thornbush. However, in fact, the term
Eshkel/Eshkil is referred to a short and thin wooden stick that used to
be inserted in the split of sheep’s hoof, around which a line used to be
wrapped, to make the sheep move slowly.

3. The editor of the book believes that Shah bin Shoja’ Kermani’s
tomb is located in Nishapur, while numerous sources have indicated
that his tomb is in Sirjan, which has survived until today.

4. The source of the quote (36/8) is the Khargooshi’s Tahzib Al-
Asrar.

5. Attar’s source of the anecdote (36/9) is the translation of the
Risalat al-Qushairiyya.

6. The quote (36/10) is remarked in the book Al-Fotowah and
Tabagat Al-Sufiyah by Sulma and the book Hilyat Al-Awliya and
Kashf Al-Mahjub by Hajwiri.
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7. The quote (36/11) is remarked in the book Al-Fotowah Sulma
and Al-Bayaz wa Al-Sawad.

8. The source of the quote (26/13) is the translation of the Risalat
al-Qushairiyya.

9. The quote (36/14) is remarked in Tahzib Al-Asrar and IIm Al-
Tasawwuf.

10. The quote (36/15) was remarked in Tabagat Al-Sufiyyah
Sulami and Tahzib Al-Asrar and Bayaz wa Sawad.

11. The source of the quote (36/16) is Khargooshi’s Tahzib Al-
Asrar.

12. The quote (36/17) is remarked in IIm Al-Tasawwuf.

13. The quote (36/18) is remarked in Tabagat Al-Sufiyyah and
Risalat al-Qushairiyya.

14. The source of the quote (36/20) is the translation of the Risalat
al-Qushairiyya.

15. The quote (36/21) is remarked in the Risalat al-Qushairiyya
and its translation.

16. The source of the quote (36/22) is Al-Bayaz wa Al-Sawad.

17. An anecdote about Khajeh Ali Sirjani is remarked in Tadhkirat
Al-Awliya (36/24). Attar has put this anecdote as a piece of poetry in
his Mosibat Nameh without mentioning the names of Shah Kermani
and Khajeh Ali Sirjani. Since Khajeh Ali Sirgani is the author of the
book Al-Bayaz wa Al-Sawad, and because this book has been one of
Attar’s main sources in Tadhkirat Al-Awliya, a brief reference to the
identity of Khajeh Sirjani seems to be necessary for the comments
made on this clause.

18. Regarding the word Keliddan in the comments of Tadhkirat
Al-Awliya, it is inferred based on some evidence that: “in addition to
being a place to put the keys, Keliddan is also a place in which
something used to be sometimes put inside from over the door,
outside, and sometimes something used to be put inside from outside,
which used to be picked only from inside” (p. 1280). There is
evidence in the article about Sirjan dialect which approves this, and
that the word Keliddan referes to a considerable space to put things
inside so that the contained objects could be taken from the outside.

19. The anecdote (38/7) is remarked in Helyat Al-Awliya, Tahzib
Al-Asrar, Al-Bayaz wa Al-Sawad, and Risalat al-Qushairiyya with
some differences compared to the narration in Tadhkirat.
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20. In comments made on Tadhkirat about the word Jakam, it is
remarked that: “nothing comes to my mind about Jakam/Jakan” (p.
1429). However, the word “Jakam” being derived from the verb
“Jakidan” meaning jumping, and might refer to the heartbeat. The
verb is still common in the dialect of the people of Kerman and other
areas.

21. In comments made on Tadhkirat about the term “Jaridan”, it is
remarked that: “Jaridan meaning door creaking when opened and
closed is an ancient word seemingly not mentioned in the cultures” (p.
1462). In Sirjan dialect, “Jerridan” means movement or waving of
anything including a door or any other things.

22. In the quote (95/185), the word “Vajakidi” should be derived
from the same “Jakidan” infinitive, meaning jumping and bouncing
pointed out in number 20.

23. In comments made on Tadhkirat quoted from Dehkhoda’s
glossary, it is remarked that: “Ashuri is a type of soup cooked in
Kerman and some other provinces to be given away as a vow on
Ashura day, which contains every type of cereals (p.1501). In the
body of the article, reference is made about Ashuri soup in today’s
culture of Kerman people.

4. Conclusion

Considering what is discussed in this article, the origins of some
quotes in Tadhkirat were specified through analysis of Arabic sources
of quotes made by Sufism celebrities and their comparison with
Tadhkirat Al-Awliya. Furthermore, consideration of historical and
textual evidence showed that the anecdote remarked in Tadhkirat Al-
Awliya about informing Sahl bin Abdullah Tostary of Shah Shoja’
Kerani’s death cannot be correct historically. Moreover, according to
historical and Sufism sources, it was determined that the correct
location of Shah Shoja’ Kermani’s tomb is Sirjan, not Nishapur.
Analyzing the local dialect sources, especially Sirjan people’s dialect
indicates that the accurate meaning of words Jakam, Vajakidan,
Eshkil, and Jaridan in Tadhkirat Al-Awliya is explainable regarding
their current usage in Sirjan dialect. In an incomplete induction, the
text of the edited by Shafi’ee Kadkani could be considered closer to
Attar’s sources especially the Risalat al-Qushairiyya compared to the
text of the edited by Nicholson.
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