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1. Introduction

The falling behind of prose texts and, of course, the popularity of
poetic texts, have caused the research in prose texts to be delayed.
Thus, the methods of surveying prose texts are challenging, and
researchers in this field do not have access to a reliable pattern. To
provide a comprehensive pattern for the study of prose texts, taking
advantage of the critical points of view of predecessors along with that
of today’s research achievements in this field is useful. Based on the
book of Moghaddame Shahnameh Abu Mansouri, through presenting
objective and sensible examples with the proposed pattern, the present
study tries to provide a criterion for investigating these texts by citing
the subtle points provided by the ancients and through using the
researches of the contemporaries and avoiding mere theorizing. Since
this text is the first survivor prose text of Persian language, it can
present the original features of Persian language more than any other
text, and the stages of evolution of prose texts of later periods are also
based on adherence or deviation measured by its characteristics.

2. Methodology

The present study tries to provide a model for the analysis of prose
texts in descriptive-analytical methods and seeks appropriate answers
to the questions “what model is really suitable for the analysis of
Persian prose texts?” and “how can the distractions in this area be
reduced”?
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3. Discussion

A reliable pattern can be proposed by using researches in prose,
combining them and adding some new materials to them. A pattern
that, by separating the themes of prose works, paying attention to the
circle of its formation and evolution, and finally explaining the five
basic points about prose texts, can provide the audience with a way to
comprehensively analyze these texts. Therefore, the proposed pattern
has three separate parts: 1. Determining the subject of the work by
expanding the proposed topics by Safa: 2. Determining the relation of
the text with: a. Poetry, b. Originality of language (phonetic features,
lexical features and syntactic features), c. Other languages, science
and knowledge. e. Rhetoric and artistic delicacy. 3. Determining the
position of the work in the evolutionary circles of Persian prose based
on Kbhatibi's suggestion, i.e. conversation=»rhetoric=»writing-book
and written prose=>»technical prose=» artificial prose=» prose-poem.

Abu Mansouri Shahnameh has a national and heroic subject matter
and the author has not dealt with other sciences. He seeks to maintain
the independence of prose from poetry and the phonetic, lexical and
syntactic features of the text arise from the originality of the Persian
language. With regard to the characteristics of Persian language, the
author has used other languages and among the rhetorical elements, he
has been contented with the natural aspects of Persian rhetoric. Intra-
textual and extra-textual signs in the introduction of Abu Mansouri
Shahnameh show that the prose of this book belongs to the time of the
confluence of conversation and rhetoric with written prose.

4. Conclusion

Access to methods of analyzing prose texts, ways of interpreting,
explaining the evolution and introducing criteria for determination of
the position of writers, have always been challenges of mind for
researchers of Persian language and literature. Using the researches of
the predecessors and contemporaries and their critical views, the
present study has proposed a pattern for reviewing and analyzing
prose texts. In this pattern, determining the subject matter of prose
texts, explaining the relationship between the text and the influential
factors, and finally, determining the position of texts in the evolution
of Persian prose have been regarded. The subject matter of prose is
influential in the emergence of its stylistic features, and the
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explanation of the relationship between the text and influential factors
can be helpful in identifying contemporary concerns and introducing
the criteria of eloguence and rhetoric of the time in which the work is
written. Finally, determining the position of the work in the formation
and evolution of prose can determine the contribution of authors in the
evolution of Persian prose and provide the basis for its methodical and
scientific classification. Achieving a remarkable result in regard with
this pattern faces several obstacles; lack of scientific research in
introducing the original features of Persian language and its subjects,
and lack of attention to rhetoric and conversational language, as two
factors influential in the formation and evolution of Persian prose, are
the main obstacles to the implementation of the proposed pattern.
Therefore, it is suggested that by identifying and criticizing the
original Persian texts, the original features of this language and its
subjects be extracted and, then, by investigating conversational
language and rhetoric, the interaction of the two with Persian prose
texts be explained precisely; providing these preliminaries, the ups
and downs of Persian prose can later be studied in detail in the form of
this proposed pattern.

Keywords: Text Analysis Pattern, Prose Texts, Introduction to Abu
Mansouri Shahnameh.
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