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1. Introduction

Saeed al-Din Farghani is one of the greatest and most obscure
ecclesiastics of Islamic mysticism who, with his deep understanding,
wrote a detailed and exuberant interpretation on Taeeyeh, an ode by
Ibn Farez, the Egyptian poet. Faraghani was a follower of Shahab al-
Din Suhrawardi in practical mysticism. He had a full knowledge of
theoretical mysticism and of Ibn Arabi, and he was familiar with the
ancient mystical heritage, especially that of the Sufism of Khorasan, to
the extent that he managed to write an interpretation called Masharegh
al-Darari in which, unlike many other commentators who were
trapped in the in the illusive imagery and language of the work, he
could open up a new chapter in theoretical mysticism. In this study,
the author tried to examine Farghani’s mystical views and his rhetoric
in two separate parts: ideas regarding love, interpretive view, the
relation of perfect man with the trio of Islam, faith and kindness, the
concept of time and its expansion, the issue of mediums and the
effectiveness of the right; with regard to the question of language and
rhetorical delicacies, issues such as simile, rhythm, allusion,
circumlocution, exquisite translations, ... were examined.

2. Methodology

Many of the books and essays on theoretical mysticism and the
description of Ibn Arabi’s ideas are distant from the theme and
delicacies of late Sufism, and therefore the writer is trapped in
complicated jargons and word formations. ‘“Masharegh al-Darari”,
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however, is different, because, firstly, the writer has used the theme
and mystical ideas of the past, especially Sufism of Khorasan, while
expanding his own mystical thoughts; secondly, he has tried to
distance himself from the pompous and ornate language of his time.
He has decorated his writings with rhetorical and literary delicacies in
order to establish a reasonable link between the mystical content and
the beauty of form in his book. After an introduction to Farghani’s
mystical ideas and his orientation, this study tries to address the main
mystical motifs of Masharegh al-Darari. This book, which in the first
glance is for the expression and interpretation of theoretical mysticism
in general and the ideas of Ibn Arabi in particular, has much more
value for presenting contents and remarks about love and mysticism,
and therefore is worthy of more attention and precise analysis.

3. Discussion

Saeed al-Din Mohammad ibn-Ahmad Farghani (dead 700 A.H) is
one of the greatest mystics and interpreters of the 7" century of
Hegira. He was known for his studies and attention to the problems of
Islamic Sufism and his vast knowledge in the field of mysticism. He
was the student of Sadr al-Din Qunavi in theoretical mysticism, who
believed that even though he had trained many students, Farghani was
the most successful one. Masharegh al-Darari is Farghani’s famous
work in the field of Islamic mysticism and discourse which describes
the poetry of the Egyptian Ibn Farez. This book is not important only
for showing the development of theoretical mysticism, it also shows
signs of Khorasan’s Sufism and the principles of ancient mysticism
passim to the extent that Farghani can be distinguished as a mystic
who was able to bind the ideas of Ibn Arabi to the Sufism of
Khorasan, especially the love Sufism of Ahmad Ghazali. It is no
surprise that many believe this book to be the most pervasive and
important writing in evolving and developing the teachings of lbn
Arabi and divine philosophical ideas. Beside Farghani’s mastery in
explaining mystical ideas, the Persian language of this book and the
use of many literary delicacies is another point of significance of this
book. Indeed, it is surprising that Faraghani chose Persian language to
write of such a subject and in such a time, which writing in Arabic
was popular among mystics and writers, and to artistically combine
the complicated theoretical mysticism with the beauties and delicacies
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of Persian in order to reduce the complexity of his writing. No doubt,
the language and delicacies of “Masharegh al-Darari” is different from
other literary works such as “Noor al-Uloom”, “Tazkirat al-Awliya”,
“Kimiya-e Saadat”, and the writings of Ayn al-Quzat in many ways.
The important fact is that the language of Farghani in his book, is
more delicate and mystical than other literary works of his time and
the times after him on the subject of theoretical mysticism and Ibn
Arabi’s ideas. Farghani has had a significant role in enrichment of
mystical literature. Some writers in this era tried to cover mysticism
using metaphors and literary complexities, but Farghani tried to
distance himself from this unnatural and excessive way and revitalize
the old way of writing. His idea of reducing the harshness of language
in mystical literature and his mastery in writing is noteworthy. This
study tries to show the superiority and mastery of Farghani in
comparison to other writers and philosophers in his era. This article
analyzes seven features of Farghani’s mystical ideas and six features
of Masharegh al-Darari’s form. Features such as emphasis on love,
paradise of a true lover, hermeneutics, attributes of a perfect human
being, the trio of Islam, faith and benefaction, meaning of time,
hierarchy of mortality and immortality and its connection to mystics,
mediator role of tools and knowing the effect of righteousness in the
field of mystical thoughts. Also features such as, rhythmic words,
attesting the poems to prove, artistic use of original words and
phrases, and literary expansion and periphrasis of mystical contents
are subset of rhetorical delicacies.

4. Conclusion

Although Saeed al-Din Farghani is known as a mystic, an
interpreter, and a student of Ibn Arabi’s ideology, Othe beauty of his
thoughts and mystical ideas have largely been neglected. His
significant book on theoretical mysticism, “Masharegh al-Darari” is
an interpretation of the poems of the Egyptian Ibn Farez, which
originated from Sadr al-Din Qunavi’s notes on these poems. Many
believe that very few people would be able to bind theoretical
mysticism and Ibn Arabi’s ideas to the Sufism of Khorasan and
develop them with such order and precision as Farghani. In this article
it is tried to analyze this book on two fronts. Firstly, form the
viewpoint of common mystical contents and ideas such as: “love and
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its degrees”, “paradise of true lovers”, and “degrees of mortality and
immortality and their connection to disciples and mystics”. Farghani
was very successful in explaining these ideas due to some reasons:
reading and contemplating on the works of his predecessors in
mysticism, using logical order of contents and mystical concepts, and
lastly, distancing himself from the unnatural and excessive use of
theoretical mysticism’s jargons. Secondly, the book is analyzed from
the viewpoint of literary and rhetorical mastery in using simile and the
abundance of eloquent similes about love, creating musical texts with
the help of rhyme and artistic expansions, and finally embellishing
text with pure and original words and phrases and artistic translations.
With such literary devices, Farghani was able to reduce much of
complexity in his text. He was also able to use his writing artistry to
prove that the ups and downs of Sufism and language are connected to
each other.

Keywords: Farghani, Masharegh al-Darari, Mystical thoughts,
Rhetoric.
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