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1. Introduction

From the philosophical point of view, free will is a crucial human
trait; it attains its meaning through decision making and creation
throughout life. Artistic language, as one of the objective
manifestations of life, is the product of these choices and
compositions. In Farsi language, the manifestation of choice can be
detected in technical prose texts, which has embellished the language
with its ornaments. Composition is also manifested in Morsal prose
texts and has adorned the interior of the language. Morsal prose texts
have reached the pinnacle of elegance by using the facilities of the
exterior of language to bolster the semantics and the interior of
language. From this perspective, the books Tarikh-i Bal'ami or
Tartkhnama, Tarikh-i Sistan (History of Sistan) and Nowruznameh
(Epistle of Nowruz) are of unique qualities. The Introduction of Abu
Mansouri Shahnameh has also been considered in this research due to
its linguistic longevity.

2. Methodology

The aim of this study is to evaluate the evolution of the aesthetic
components of Morsal prose style regarding the exterior of language.
And to answer the question of how the abundance of such components
gradually adorns the exterior while debasing the interior of languages
to prepare the ground for the emergence of technical prose later on?
To achieve this goal, four works: The introduction of Abu Mansouri
Shahnameh, Tarikh-i Bal'ami, Tarikh-i Sistan (History of Sistan) and
Nowruznameh have been scrutinized, by inductive, and descriptive-
analytical method based on stylistic studies, and the aesthetic
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components of exterior of language have been extracted. To display
the trajectory of literary developments in Farsi language, four
aforementioned works have been compared.

3. Discussion

In the early stages, linguistic elegance of Morsal prose was mainly
depended on the interior of language, but after the elimination of the
potential capabilities of the language, this elegance gradually
diminished, and beauty fell out of the interior of language. Word
coherence fell apart and vocabulary depleted. Therefore In later
stages, in order to compensate, writers compelled to embellish the
exterior of language. Thus, they abandoned the semantics and resorted
to rhetoric and eloquence. Some writers of Morsal prose, by adopting
novel elements and adding sentimental aspects to texts, managed to
enhance the impact of their works and to pave the way for the
establishment of eloquence and rhetoric and to strengthen the exterior
of language. The question is that, how the rhetorical devices have
manifested themselves in Morsal prose and gradually provided the
basis for the enrichment of the exterior of language?

The frequency of literary capabilities in Morsal prose indicates that
the texts of this era are quite simple and concise in expressing the
content. The goal is mostly to instill meaning, while decorative
aspects of speech is somehow neglected. In Morsal prose, stylistic
devices, despite their low frequency, are mostly to serve syntactic
rhetoric. Such devices are exploited to adorn and fulfill the interior of
language rather than decorating its exterior. Socio-political
developments had also affected the taste and perception of writers;
hence, the individual and personal methods and styles of writing had
gradually changed.

The exterior of language in Nowruznameh (Epistle of Nowruz) is
more elegant than its predecessors. For instance; using several
adjectives to describe a single noun (tansiq os-sefat) had caused an
increase in number of “Vav” of inflection which had a direct effect on
the lengthening of sentences in this book. Such factors can cause
fading of the interior of language hence to compensate for the
aesthetics of the prose, the writer is forced to decorate the exterior of
language. According to statistics there are five repetitions as a stylistic
device, per page in the Tarikhnama. Although repetition in words,
verbs and sentences is a general feature of Morsal prose, but in the
Tartkhnama and The History of Sistan, the authors have used
repetition to delve into the layer of syntactic rhetoric, from the layer of
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literary rhetoric. And the aim is to enrich the syntactic rhetoric. In The
History of Sistan, an average of 9 repetitions have been used per page,
with which the author has enriched the language rhythm. In The
History of Sistan, more than any other book, repetition has caused the
word to flow within the language and take on an artistic form. The
repetitions in the Introduction of Shahnameh are approximately 11
items per page, most of which are linking verbs. This indicates that
over time, Farsi speakers have made less use of the capabilities of the
linking verbs. After The Introduction of Shahnameh, and under the
influence of the Holy Quran, a more diverse usage of repetitions can
be detected in books such as the Tarikhnama and The History of
Sistan, in such a way that the linking verbs, letters and prefixes, other
types of verb and other words are all used repetitively. And although
there can be find about 11 repetitions in each page of Nowruznameh,
but a decrease in the frequency of linking verbs repetition and an
increase in the number of repetitions of other words, is apparent. This
has reduced the rhetoric of interior while enhancing the exterior of the
language.

Statistics show that the contradiction, as a stylistic device is more
frequent than other stylistic devices used in Morsal prose texts. And it
serves to make the text more interesting. On average, there are two
contradictions per each page of History of Sistan. The number of
contradictions in The History of Sistan, is more than the Introduction
of Shahnameh, and the Tarikhnama and less than that of
Nowruznameh. This statistic shows that utilizing contradiction as a
stylistic device in Morsal prose has increased over time. However, the
main difference between the use of contradictions in The History of
Sistan,and the Tarikhnama with the texts of later periods is that the
contradiction is used regardless of adjacent words. And in such works
the use of contradiction in the vicinity of other words, has abetted to
create other stylistic devices such as: symmetry, repetition, syntactic
equilibrium, etc., and has granted an artistic value to the language
from within.

Laff va Nashr (a forms of chiasmus whereby individual elements in
one line of poetry are rearrange in subsequent line), has been used 5
times in the Introduction of Shahnameh, 6 times in the Tarikhnama, 8
times in The History of Sistan, and 11 times in the Nowruznameh,
these numbers indicate an increase in use of Laff va Nashr with a
gentle slope at the beginning and with a steep slope later on. On the
other hand, the essential power and syntactic rhetoric arising from its
symmetry constantly diminish over time, and this stylistic device
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slides toward the exterior of the language. In later eras, it loses its
artistic value so much that this persuades professor Shafiei not to
consider it a stylistic device anymore. All these cases are indications
for gradual shift of aesthetic components from the interior to the
exterior of the language, which prepare the ground of Farsi prose with
an important historical and stylistic change, for arrival of the period of
technical prose.

4. Conclusion

The results indicate that originally, stylistic devices had a low
frequency in Morsal prose texts, and their use was such that they both
contributed to the elegance of prose and by engaging semantics,
eloguence and rhetoric, they artistically shaped the structure of
sentence. but over time, their frequency increased and they started to
embellish the exterior of language, and by breaking the bonds between
these types of literary capabilities and semantics, the power of interior
of language has dwindled; In such a way that the settings for the
emergence of technical prose in the following eras have been
prepared. And the artistic perspective of Iranians has changed
significantly. Regarding the first generation of Morsal proses,
repetition has a high frequency in all four books. Repetitions in the
formation of syntactic, lexical and phonetic symmetry have both
enriched the exterior of the language and adorn its interior. The crucial
point is that the type of repetition has changed over time and they had
been added without regard to syntactic rhetoric. Such transformation
has hurled the beauty of language from the inside, out and changed the
general aesthetic perspective and attitude.

Tansiq os-sefat or using several adjectives to describe a single
noun is another literary feature of the language in such texts, which
originally, with a satisfying combination with semantics, was served
to enhance the interior of language. It has increased over time
followed by an increase in number of “Vav” of inflection which had a
direct effect on the lengthening of sentences. This provoked fading of
the interior of language. Hence to compensate for the aesthetics of the
prose, the writers forced to decorate the exterior of language. The use
of contradiction as a stylistic device in Morsal prose has increased
over time. The use of contradiction in the vicinity of other words, has
helped to create other stylistic devices such as: symmetry, repetition,
syntactic equilibrium, etc., and has granted an artistic value to the
language from within. However, over time, the use of detached and
isolated contradiction has disarmed the Farsi language of its internal
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language capability. A comparative study of Morsal prose works
indicate an increase in use of Laff va Nashr with a gentle slope at the
beginning and with a steep slope later on. On the other hand, the
essential power and syntactic rhetoric arising from its symmetry
constantly diminish over time, and slides toward the exterior of the
language. And all these cases are indications for gradual shift of
aesthetic components from the interior to the exterior of the language.

Keywords: Morsal prose style, Exterior of Language, Aesthetics,
Literary capabilities.
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