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1. Introduction

It appears that since the beginning of life on earth, the gathering and
movements of creatures to maintain survival and other collective goals
has always existed. Perhaps it can be said that collective and defensive
actions are the first social actions that sought to preserve the values of
life by setting common aims. With the complexity of relations
between human communities, collective movements have gradually
moved away from their defensive nature and their aggressiveness has
become more visible. The story of “Motavagha the Pigeon” is one of
the rare and beautiful stories of this valuable book, which, despite the
dominance of individualistic, patriarchal, and heroic oriental thinking,
has been able to organize and display values such as democracy and
collective action of a group of pigeons.

2. Methodology

In this study, the summary of the principles of the theory of
"collective action”, is taken from the title of several chapters of
Charles Tilly's book, “From Mobilization to Revolution”, that have
been slightly modified. The most important change is the alteration of
"collective mobilization" into "collective action". These principles can
well describe the internal mechanism governing collective actions,
including the movement of pigeons. These principles are:

A- The principle of organization and common identity.

B- The principle of values based on survival.
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C. The principle of resource mobilization.

C- The principle of existence of a wise actor (leader).
H- The Principle of opportunism.

K- The principle of communication and dialogue.

3. Discussion

In the above mentioned story, the connection of collective action of
birds is emphasized. The leader of the birds - Motavagha the Pigeon -
insists that the greater their group cohesion and stability, the greater
their action and power in removing the trap; he argues that the
amount of energy and resources that are consumed will be less and
the collective benefit of the participants and goals will increase. In the
beginning of the story, by highlighting threats such as the presence of
the hunter and putting the lives of the pigeons in danger, Mutavagha
tries to increase the collective mobilization and necessarily increase
the power of the group. The success of a collective action has a direct
relationship with the principle of survival, in the sense that the more
the goal setting of the movement is focused on obtaining benefits and
reaching the needs and concerns related to survival and life, the
greater the coherence and stability of the collective action will be.
The movement of pigeons is necessary to maintain the principle of
survival and its internal mechanism to achieve victory is more and
more complex; it becomes more complicated because when the
principle of life is in danger, the creatures suspend all moral, social
and psychological restraints to maintain survival and do not look at
anything other than their physical life and survival. They mobilize all
their effort and strength to preserve life mobilizing resources outside
the movement, and communicating with other organizations is
effective in the success of collective action. Using his communication
ability as well as his history of familiarity and friendship with the
Mouse, Motavagha shows that gathering and developing resources
within the group as well as using the potential of organizations
outside the guild are also effective in completing the process of
collective action and its success. In other words, the closure of
collective action and the elimination of communication with forces
outside the group itself is considered a pest and a point of damage for
the collective movement. The effective presence of a mouse (Zebra)
in the collective action of pigeons shows the necessity of developing



Journal of Prose Studies in Persian Literature
Year 25, No. 51, Summer 2022

stable social networks and communication, as well as the presence of
people outside the organization in the process of mobilizing
resources. Motavaghe showed that a wise manager can propose new
norms and standards of value and identity for the movement under his
management, which not only brings together the disunity and
dispersion, but also causes the capacity of the movement and the
talent to strengthen the movement for maximum membership and
participation. Motavagha shows that opportunism, dialogue and
communication aimed at synergy and “cooperation" with pigeons
participating in the process of mobilization and collective action, in
addition to reassurance and cohesion within the group, is a form of
authenticity and humanism. It is collective satisfaction and persuasion
that ultimately guarantees their collective benefit and liberation.

4. Conclusion

In the "Mutavagha the Pigeon™ special attention has been given to
Mutavagha as a wise agent and leader of collective action, and the
system and beliefs of other birds as well as the purposefulness of their
actions have been highlighted. Mutavagha rightly states that success
and victory in collective action is the result of the wise pursuit of
interests, and that the circle of a collective and dense belief and the
liberation of individual birds depends on "cooperation” and
participation in the process of "collective action”. By applying the
theory of "collective mobilization” and adjusting it to "collective
action”, it became clear that the story of the dove is based on an
internal mechanism and system working with principles such as the
organization and collective identity, the common benefit, the values
based on survival, and the mobilization. It has resources like the
principle of leadership and the knowledgeable activist, the principle
of communication and dialogue, the principle of opportunism, and the
principle of threat; these are the internal mechanisms and networks
that have turned the movement into a successful “collective and union
action” - action that, in the end, in an allegorical form, depicts
fundamental, social and human values such as cooperation, tolerance
and collective effort, sacrifice, endorsement and kindness, persuasive
and reasoned dialogue, and ultimately victory and collective
liberation.
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