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1. Introduction

Culture has been a part of life in the ups and downs of history in the
human society. All cultural phenomena in human civilizations have
been formed under the control of language and thought. Language and
culture are a tent under whose shadow human beings achieve
connection and understanding and strengthen their common linguistic,
literary and cultural life (Saeedi Sirjani, 1983, introduction, p. twelve).
Among these and in the context of thought and language, the written
heritage of mankind has had the basic and first place. Manuscripts are
the heritage of Iranian culture and thought in the ups and downs of the
history of culture, language, thought and literature, and addressing
them in the fields of correction, criticism, and introduction breathes a
new life into Persian language, literature, and culture.

2. Methodology

The aim of this study is to introduce, specify, and indicate the
characteristics of the manuscript of Akhlagh-ol-Atghya va Safat-ol-
Asfya. The authors of this study have re-read and corrected the
manuscript and based on that, the present research tries to answer
these questions: What topics are dealt with in the manuscript of
Akhlagh-ol-Atghya va Safat-ol-Asfya? What are its physical, and
linguistic and literary characteristics? Which of the previous works of
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Persian language and literature influenced its writing? Based on the
authors' comparative correction of this edition and the research
questions and its method, this study introduces the mentioned work in
eight levels and thus explains its cultural, literary and historical
characteristics and value.

3. Discussion

Every literary and artistic work can be understood better and deeper
by reflecting on the social, historical, and individual conditions in
which the author or creator of the work lived. Perhaps familiarity
with the temporal, historical, and social conditions in which the
author of the text lived will make many of the origins of style and
thought and even the ambiguities of his text clearer for the audience
(Bahar, 2008, pp. 18-19).

The author of the version of Akhlagh-ol-Atghya va Safat-ol-Asfya,
Muzaffar bin-Othman-bin-Barmaki (d. 964 A.H.) known as Khizr
Monshi, was one of the virtuous people of his time (Agha Bozorg
Tehrani, 2008, p. 36). Khezr Monshi ran away from his home and
homeland due to the invasion of Georgia and sought refuge in another
land. His main homeland is Sharvan (Khezr Monshi, und. pp. 9a-8b).
In 944 A.H., however, in order to preserve his religion, he ran away
from the sedition and attack of Qazelbash (Khezr Monshi, und. p. 9a).
He then migrated to Georgia and spent nine months of his life in exile
in that country for avoiding confrontation with evildoers. To escape
from hardships and seditions, he goes to Cairo with a group of poor
people and then settles in Tarbozon, Turkey.

Khezr Monshi has offered his work to Sultan Suleiman Qanooni.
After praising God and the Prophet, he, like many writers of the past
Persian literature, praises his beloved ruler, Sultan Suleiman Ghazi,
and in accordance with the eulogy tradition, he describes his lover as
superior to all in every subject and position (Khezr Monshi, und. P.
6a).

The author has written this book in one volume. The mentioned copy
is a brown leather volume whose cover has been repaired due to
decay. What is noticeable on the first page of this copy is the
sentences written with small golden circles and stars, as if they are
separated from each other. In terms of form, this decoration is very
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similar to the division of the verses of the Quran, especially in Surah
Hamd. Based on the contents of the manuscript, Khezr Monshi reread
his manuscript after composing it. Whenever he forgets a word, he
puts it in a specific address, with the same line of the original text; he
puts the desired word or combination out of the table and brings an
explanation next to it, using the word "correct".

Accordingly, Monshi begins his work with a preface. The preface
begins with the praise of God, continues with the praise of the
Prophet, and ends with the description of the glory of the author's
contemporary Sultan. The first article of the book states the
theological, philosophical, and religious discussions about human
moral virtues and vices such as pride, envy, courage, and patience.
The mentioned article includes an introduction, two chapters, and
seven section, which range from moral virtues and vices to home
planning and modern politics. According to the author, the second
article is like an abstract to the first article (Khezr Monshi, und, p.
44a3). In this section, the author discusses the virtues and characters of
Sufis and the followers. The third article is a summary of the
discussions in the book. Here, the theme of the book revolves around
the common keywords in theoretical and practical mysticism,
including Moheb, Doost, and Showq (Khezr Monshi, und. p. 73b).
The final part of this article introduces the ten sects of Sufism,
including Sahliyyah and Tifuriyyah. In separate paragraphs, the
author describes their distinguishing feature, based on their emphasis
on a certain status of conduct.

The text of the mentioned manuscript has special features in the use
of some linguistic phonemes. Contrary to what is standard in Persian
language, the author sometimes uses one phoneme instead of another
in writing words. Among the characteristics of the mentioned
manuscript is the special use of some words. This type of use has a
high frequency in some parts of the manuscript in a way that it forms
the author’s writing style.

This version of Akhlagh-ol-Atghya va Safat-ol-Asfya has special
features from the syntactical view as well. These characteristics are
sometimes the result of the weakness of the author's skill, which
makes some phrases and sentences difficult by removing or replacing
sentence components, and sometimes it is the result of the use of
many Arabic phrases and prepositions, which the author uses in the
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form of verses and Hadith. In this way, the author shows his mastery
over the Arabic language and literature, especially the Qur'an.

In his authorship, Khezr Monshi has made mistakes in writing and
attribution in several parts of the book. The cause of such errors can
be the author's haste in composing the work, not rereading it
carefully, or possibly the author's lack of deep skill with literary
works.

The style of Akhlag-ol-Athgiya and Safat-al-Asfia is a combination
of the writing styles of the period before the author. He writes his
works in the form of a combination of simple, average, technical, and
elaborate styles; In other words, the writing style of the book
fluctuates between the mentioned styles and the author does not rely
on a single style. This fluctuation sometimes results in the
complicated character of the work, and, as a result, sometimes it is
difficult to understand the text of the manuscript.

The most important source of Khezr Monshi in dealing with the
theoretical and practical ethics and mysticism is Qur'an. He uses
many verses to explain the topics of his book. Citing verses from
Qur'an to expand and understand the topics of the book is frequent.
Next after Qur’an, are used the words of religious leaders and Hadith
that the author seeks to use to enrich his writing.

The 10th century is a period of Persian prose in which the use of
poetic rhetoric is one of the distinctive characteristics of the texts
(Bahar, 2008, vol.3, p. 282). The author of the above mentioned
manuscript, like his predecessors, has embellished his work with
rhetorical techniques to influence the audience.

4. Conclusion

The manuscript of Akhlagh-ol-Atghya va Safat-ol-Asfya is one of the
manuscripts that have remained unknown until now and the present
study tries to introduce it more comprehensively. One of the special
features of this manuscript is that it was written outside the borders of
Iran in the 10" century AH, and presented to one of the Ottoman
sultans. Monshi has written his work in three basic articles and each
article is in several chapters. This work has a moral-mystical theme
and its topics revolve around issues that shape a person's path from
adherence to morals and personal virtues to the positions of conduct
and Sufism. In the meantime, the author referred to the verses of
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Qur'an to explain and detail the topics of the book. The first article of
the book is like a theoretical and practical introduction to the second
article and the last article is an introduction to the third article.
Through this structuring, Monshi describes the stages of acquiring
ethics and religious and mystical authorities in the world of Islamic
mysticism, i.e. Sharyat, Taryqgat and Hagyqgat.

Keywords: Manuscript, Akhlagh-ol-Atghya va Safat-ol-Asfya,
Khezr Monshi, Characteristics, 10" century AH.
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