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1. Introduction

Adab al-Harb va al-Shaja‘ah, written by Muhammad bin Mansour,
nicknamed Mubarakshah, known as Fakhr al-Modabber, is one of the
most important books related to the etiquette of war and warfare,
written in fluent prose in the sixth century. This book has 34 chapters,
each of which written on the manners of statecraft, campaigning, and
war: “The subject of this book is mentioning the best qualities of
kings, rulers, ministers, and commanders of the army and the ritual of
war, and discussing about the horse and its attributes and knowing its
types, the characteristics of each of the weapons, how to campaign,
and the types of preparation of the army, and the likes of these
subjects, and either in the introduction of the book or in its thirty-four
chapters, the author has given a lot of valuable historical information.”
(Safa, 1369, part 2, 3/1170) This work is a treasure of special military
words and terms that is unique in its kind. Regardless of the
comprehensiveness of this book in describing the methods of war and
the etiquettes of warfare, in fact, what gives this work more value and
credibility than anything else is that by collecting its words and terms,
it is possible we get a valuable collection of specific military words
and terms that are almost It cannot be found in any of the similar
books.
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1-1.  Statement of the Problem

Despite the great value and importance of this book and the being
specialization of its subject, and the inclusion of many words of
warfare, it has not received much attention from researchers and
lexicographers; Because many of the words of this book are still
unknown and neglected, and it is necessary to pay attention and
research from this point of view. There are no valuable researches has
been done about the vocabulary of this book, so far, and this research
is the first time that deals with this issue in a specialized way.

1-2.  Necessity of research

Some of the words in this book, which are not found in the
dictionaries, have no evidence other than this book. Another issue is
that this work has credibility and value in terms of age. Registering
and familiarizing specialized military words in the Adaab al-Harb va
al-Shaja’ah makes for a better understanding of the ancient texts and
is also very important in the lexicography in the Persian language and
also adds to the richness of the words treasure of Persian language.

2. Methodology

This is fundamental research about the special vocabulary of the Adab
al-Harb va al-Shaja’ah written by Fakhr Modabber. After a
comprehensive review and study of the text of this book, it was found
that there are many unknown, rare and specialized words in this book,
and all these words were collected in the first step. In the next step, all
dictionaries and past researches were checked to ensure that these
words were not recorded anywhere and were not discussed. With this
method, all the words that were not recorded were extracted.

Due to the wide range of unregistered words, in this research, only the
words related to the types of maces and arrowheads were studied. The
collection of data about these words was done by extensive library
study and searching in different Persian corpus software. By collecting
the data, it was found that some of these words were used only in this
book and were not used in any other text, and some had evidence in
other texts, however few.

Based on this information and with the approach of examining the use
of words in the texts and logical reasoning, the meaning and content
of these words were deduced, analyzed and presented. The result of
this discussion was that, firstly, these words were extracted and
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recorded based on the text(s) for the first time, and secondly, a
meaning was recorded and presented for them based on the context of
the text(s).

3. Discussion

Due to the vastness of the subject and the presence of many unknown
words in this book, in this article only the unknown words related to
“arrowhead” and “mace” will be discussed. The number of these
unknown words is thirteen, of which nine words are related to
arrowhead types and four words are related to mace types.

3-1.  Arrowhead

"A pointed piece of metal that is mounted on the head of an arrow or
a spear.” (Amid Persian dictionary, under ™arrowhead") is an
arrowhead. Apparently, the type and shape of the arrowhead was not
the same among different tribes and had different shapes. (Sadeghi,
2014: V. 8, under “arrow 2”) The author of Adab al-Harb va al-
Shaja’ah has talked about the types of arrowheads and has provided
extensive information about choosing the type of arrowhead for each
arrow: “For anywhere and every war, the arrow and arrowhead must
be of a different type to be effective as a result”. (Fakhr Modabber,
1967: 242) In mentioning the names of arrowheads, as in other cases,
the author of the book uses rare and unknown nouns, and where he
uses known nouns, he makes them unknown by adding attributes, for
example ‘Bilak’ is a well-known arrowhead, but the author gives it
the adjectives ‘big feather’ and ‘sipanakhi’ to make it out of common
use. Types of unknown arrowheads that has introduced and discussed
in detail in this article for the first time, are: Mowdudi, Se su,
Goluleh, Bilak-e-Sepanakhi, Bilak-e-Dorosht par, Totmaji,
Mahiposht, Hadhani (?!), Bat pay.

3-2. Mace

Mace is one of the oldest and most important weapons known in
human history. In mythology, the mace has been considered a special
weapon of gods and goddesses and has been sacred. (Hasanzadeh and
Nikpanah, 2020: 261) This weapon was later transferred from gods to
champions and kings. (Ghaemi, 2012: 101-102) According to epic
narratives such as the Shahnameh, some mythical characters such as
Garshasb, Fereydoon, Sam, Zal, Rostam and Kaveh were armed with
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maces, and two of them went to the dragon battle with maces:
“Among the dragon slayer warriors in Iran, Fereydoon and Garshasb
have maces.” (Rastgar Fasaei, 2000: 170) This weapon and its types
are also mentioned in Adab al-Harb. In addition to the word ‘mace’,
the author discusses four other unknown types of maces, which are
introduced for the first time in this article. These words are:
Khudshikan, Belkatakini, Chak, Kharamkeshi (?!).

4. Conclusion

- The archaism of Adab al-Harb as well as the specialization of its
subject, highlights the necessity for more attention and wider research
about it.

- Some military words and terms used in this book, are not used in
any other Persian text.

- This research was done with the aim of registering and introducing
some unknown military words and terms (types of arrowheads and
maces).

- There are nine types of arrowheads and four types of maces in this
book, which are introduced in this research for the first time.

Keywords: Fakhr Modabber, Adab al-Harb va al-Shaja’ah,
Dictionary, Military Term, Weapon.
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