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The years between the First World War until the change of the monarchy in 1925 is one of
the most important periods in the contemporary history of Iran. During this period, some
intellectuals thought what should be done to preserve Iran and revive its civilized heritage?
Successive political, economic, social, cultural, and military crises were the most important
distinguishing features of this period from the past history. In every way the country was in
danger, governments were falling one after another, the economy has been bankrupted, and
the great powers had taken control of important parts of the country. Some thinkers promoted
nationalist ideologies, many others promoted Archaism, others believed of reliance on Russia
and Britain, and others saw the solution by emphasizing the historical and civilizational
components of Iran; all of them suggested a way to save the country. One of these people
was Dr. Mahmoud Afshar. So, the main question of this research is what was Afshar's
solution to revive the Iranian civilization? This article discusses Afshar's views based on
descriptive-analytical according to the Morgenthau's theory on power, and shows that Afshar
offered a more reasonable solution based on the historical foundations and social realities of
the country. The results of the research show that Dr. Mahmoud Afshar, unlike the second
generation of intellectuals of the constitutional period, did not ignore the traditional facts of
the country for establishing the Iranian Civilization. He considered power as a criterion for
the revival of Iranian civilization, but he defined this power according to the cultural and
religious components of the country and not based on teachings like Archaism or Arianism
that had nothing to do with Iranian history.
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1. Introduction

Right after the establishment of the constitutional system in Iran, some widespread crises happened in the
country. Which were unique in their kind. During the said period, several different schools of thought
offered proposals for Iran’s way out of the crisis. It was at this time that other intellectuals appeared and did
not like any of the above-mentioned proposals, but with a real analysis of the developments in Iran’s history,
they came to the conclusion that, firstly, ignoring the Islamic heritage of Iran’s history for planning the
country’s future is impossible and fundamentally unreasonable. According to this opinion, the formal
separation of Iran’s history before and after Islam, will add fuel to the intellectual and social crises, because
in an important part of its history, the Iran of the Islamic period is a continuation of the previous period. In
addition to the fact that this period had pillars that were glorified by their revival. And the greatness of the
country will be realized. Therefore, any planning for the revival of Iran’s civilizational heritage is closely
related to the knowledge of these civilizational elements. One of the thinkers was Dr. Mahmoud
AfsharYazdi, who pondered the mentioned thought since 1923.

2. Research Methodology:

The current research is based on library studies and descriptive—analytical method.In this regard, Dr.
Mahmoud Afshar’s views have been quoted and described, and then these views have been evaluated based
on a theory about the category of unity and national identity.

3. Descussion

Afshar believed that the revival of Iran’s civilizational heritage is possible and is based on the country’s
geography, history, customs and official religion. In fact, these four pillars, which form the foundation of
Iran’s national identity and unity, are considered a ground for the revival of Iranian civilization. Therefore,
in response to the question, what is the foundation of national unity of Iran? Afshar answered the geography,
common history, and social customs of Iranians that distinguish them from others, and of course the Shia
religion, which is an important pillar of the country’s national unity in the Safavid era and later. Another
question was, what is the condition for the revival of Iranian civilization with the description of the four
pillars? Afshar believed that Persian language, national economy, powerful central government and
compulsory education are the most important possibilities of Iran to revive this civilization. Therefore, the
present article tries to examine the mentioned topics as much as possible by relying on the upcoming
magazine.

4. Results

Dr. Mahmoud Afshar Yazdi had a special place among his contemporaries and especially among the second
generation of Iranian intellectuals of the constitutional era. In the period, due to the chaos caused by the
occupation of the country in the First World War and later, some intellectuals either believed in aligning
with the interests of Russia and England or imitated models such as Nazi Germany and Mussolini’s Italy.
He tried to introduce the main pillars of Iranian identity and secondly, by relying on these pillars, put the
country’s way out of deadlocks and the revival of Iran’s civilization at the top of the agenda. He remained
loyal to the constitutional heritage, never satisfied with the autocratic monarchy of an individual, and instead
of the authority of the constitutional system, he put the constitutional system at the forefront of his content.
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Afshar considered the condition for the revival of Iranian civilization to be the introduction of the Iranian
identity. An identity that was based on common history and geography, specific customs and traditions of
Iranians, and of course, the Shiite religion. He believed that Iran can be freed from its successive crises by
relying on these components and provide the basis for a new civilization. It is true that he defended the
powerful central government, but he meant the authority of establishing the rule of law and not the system
of individual monarchy. Although he supported the role of the army in establishing the authority of the
central government, he emphasized a lot on categories such as culture, education, and above all, the national
economy.
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