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Farhad Tarash is one of the most controversial works left from ancient Iran. Why this work
was left unfinished has caused questions in the minds of different generations of Iranians.
According to local stories and with the help of national historical reports, some establish a
connection between it and Farhad, the rock art man of Khosrow II' era. Some consider it to
be a part of the unfinished projects of the mentioned Sassanid king, which they assume after
his murder, and others consider it an unfinished Achaemenid work. In this article, by using
the content of written sources and field studies, an attempt has been made to provide a logical
and documented answer to the historical documents and archaeological findings about the
ancient identity of this unfinished surface. The following research states that in the place
where Farhad Tarash is now located, there used to be a relief related to the beginning of the
second millennium BC, in which, according to the common pattern of reliefs art in the third
and second millennium BC, there was a figures of the goddess Inanna besides of some other
reliefs and an inscription on Behistun.
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1. Introduction

For centuries, the existence of an unfinished surface in the famous mountain of Behistun (Bisotiin) has
become an interesting and attractive mystery for explorers, archaeologists and historians. Why such a big
project was suddenly stopped and this surface was left half-finished is a matter that has not been exactly
answered so far. Therefore, contemporary researchers have commented on its antiquity, application and
what it is based on their understanding and level of historical awareness. For example, Abraham Valentine
Williams Jackson in a view and from the words of local people, introduced this surface as the result of the
unfinished work of Farhad, a famous stone art man, and in another point of view, it contradicted the previous
belief by possibly belonging to the Achaemenid period (Jackson, 1387: 221-219; see below), there are also
opinions of other contemporary researchers about the era and nature of this work, which will be discussed.
There are two older writings in which related and completely different content can be seen compared to the
previous comments. In one of these two writings, Diodorus (At0dwpoc) Siculus (1st century BC), following
the information left by Ctesias (Ktnoiog; 5th and 4th centuries BC), called Behistun a holy place and
associated with the god Zeus (comparable to the position of Ahura Mazda in Achaemenid Persian culture)
have introduced. Diodorus further tells a story in which Semiramis (Zepipapuc), the queen of Assyria, the
wife and successor of Ninus (Nivog), the former king, carved a figure of herself along with a hundred
soldiers and an inscription on this mountain (Diodorus Siculus, Library of History: 11/13). In another text,
Isidore (Isidwpog) of Charax (1st century BC and 1st AD) has narrated that there was a figure of a woman
and a column attributed to her by being in the site of Behistun and recording his observations. (Isidore of
Charax, The Parthian Stations: 5).

This is despite the fact that today there is no sign of the existence of such a sign on this mountain. Therefore,
it seems that the mentioned report was a legendary description of the relief and inscription of Darius the
Great in Behistun.

2. Research methodology

The method used in this article is a combination of library studies and field data collected from Farhad Trash
area. Through the study of information in historical texts, as well as the review of descriptive data related
to mythological names of kings, as well as the characteristics of the prominent figures in question, to verify
the accuracy of historicity and consistency of this information with written and non-written documents, the
foundation of the research path used in this article.

3. Discussion

What is used in the archaeomythology is the use of data and components related to the documentation of
historical, archaeological and mythological knowledge and their analysis using two analytical powers called
the historical approach and the cultural approach. These research and analytical foundations create the basis
of a process that forms the working tools of a "archeomythologist."

Isidore of Charax, a Greek reporter during the Parthian rule, visited Behistun and wrote the following report
about it (Isidore of Charax, The Parthian Stations: 5):

"5 .From this place [meaning Carina in Lower Media] to Cambadene (Fopfodnvr) / Kappadnvr)) which
extends 31 schoeni, in which there are five villages and stations, and a city, Bagistana (Bantava), situated
on a mountain.There is a statue and a pillar of Semiramis there".

As can be seen, Isidore of Charax, as one who personally traveled his reported routes, observed at Behistun
a figure of a woman (under the name of Semiramis) and a column accompanying this figure, a subject which
is entirely with the other motifs left in the area were different and of course cannot be seen today.
Regarding the description of this mysterious and enigmatic relief, Diodorus wrote as follows from the words
of Ctesias (Diodorus Siculus, Library of History: 11/13):
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"The Bagistanus (Bayiotavov) mountain is sacred to Zeus and on the side facing the park has sheer cliffs
which rise to a height of seventeen stades. The lowest part of these she smoothed off and engraved thereon
a likeness of herself with a hundred spearmen at her side. And she also put this inscription on the cliff in
Syrian (Zvpioig) [= cuneiform] letters: "Semiramis, with the pack-saddles of the beasts of burden in her
army, built up a mound from the plain and thereby climbed this precipice, even to this very ridge"

A very interesting point here is the point of the mountain that Diodorus provided about the location of the
carving of a woman and its accompanying belongings: "the lowest part of the Behistun rock™ and this
important point is not compatible with the relief of Darius. The latter relief on Mount Behistun is located
high above the ground, while the ancient account described the unkonwn relief containing a woman at the
lowest point of Mountain. Therefore, it seems that these two reliefs were two separate subject both in the
Achaemenid and Parthian times. But how is it possible that in Behistun area, today there are no traces of
those motifs described by Diodorus, and there are no traces of what Isidore saw with his own eyes?

In his lost writing and based on a list of Assyrian kings, Ctesias mentions that Semiramis was the second
character. The prevailing and current opinion insists on her equality with Sammu-ramat, the wife of Samsi-
Adad V (9th century BC) (Novotny 2004: 1083-1084), but the authors of this article, Due to the difference
between this attribution and the era described about the reign of the legendary Semiramis in the mentioned
list, (early 2nd millennium BC) provide a new perspective and therefore, instead of considering him equal
to Sammu-ramat, and they consider the matter related to the misinterpretation of the Greek-speaker
historians of the Achaemenid period (and even the attitude of some Mesopotamian societies at that time)
from the observation of motifs related to the previous millennia of the goddess Inanna-Ishtar.

In general and considering the conditions of creating some of the Sassanid and Islamic era reliefs, which
were placed on an older ones, it is possible to assume that the unfinished surface in Farhad Tarash area has
been another example of such behaviors.

Also, in the eastern part of the site, three pieces of broken and connected stones can be seen, which show
the shape of a column, that according to the field documents evaluated in the Farhad Tarash site, including
its location as the lowest of Mount Behistun, The authors believe that the column observed and described
by Isidore is the same broken and column-shaped three pieces of stones.

4. Results

Based on the analysis that was done, it was said that there was a relief with a huge size and at a completely
different location from the relief of Darius the great on Mount Behistun from the older ages than
Achaemenid period to the Parthian era. In addition to the description of Diodorus (quoted by Ctesias),
Isidore also saw it closely in the first century BC, and according to his description, the location of this relief,
that is, the lowest point of the mountain, corresponds to where Farhad Tarash can be seen which belongs
to the Sassanid era.

In a summary, the reason for the sanctity of Mount Behistun and its attribution to a great god, as well as the
reason for choosing that mountain by Darius the Great to create his inscription and the sculptures, was not
a random choice and nor derived from the relief of Anubanini in Sar-e Pol Zahab, but due to the existence
of a similar and older relief at the lower point of the mountain, in which the figure of a goddess was carved
(which was later assumed to be Semiramis). Also included in this relief is the figure of a king (probably a
Lulubian ruler with a face similar to that of Anubanini in his relief), a hundred spearmen, a star, an animal,
and an Akkadian inscription. There was also a pillared structure there which can still be seen.
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