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Ilkhanid (656-736 AH) government, upon establishment, started measures to
organize the endowment (Waqgf) and prevent harm on the endowment
property. Water, as one of the most vital human needs, is the essential
element for prosperity. With all damage done by Mongols’ invasion to Iran’s
infrastructure during the Ilkhanid period, it was necessary to create and
rehabilitate water supply systems. For this reason, the capacity of the
endowment institution was used in this field. This research has investigated
the endowments of Ghazan Ilkhani, Khajeh Rashid al-Din Fazlullah, Seyyed
Rukn-al-din and Seyyed Shams-al-din Yazdi from local officials, Tarkan
Khatun, ruler of Kerman, Amin-al-Din Balyani and Ala al-Doleh Semnani
from famous mystics and other benefactors in the field of water supply in the
llkhanid period. According to the findings of this research in the llkhanid
period, in addition to the rulers and ministers, many members of the society,
such as local rulers, officials, mystics and benefactors have consciously used
the capacity of the endowment institution to creation and rehabilitation of
water supply systems. In fact, the creation and rehabilitation of water supply
systems in the Ilkhanid period was the result of the efforts of all influential
people in the society, and the endowments of ministers such as Khajeh
Rashid al-Din Fazlullah Hamedani, despite the wide range of endowment
cases, were located in limited areas of the territory of the llkhanid
government. Also, according to the findings of the research, aqueduct
endowment flourished in the central regions of Iran such as Yazd, Kerman
and Esfahan during the Ilkhanid period.

Cite this article: Parvizinia, Sedigheh. (2022) The Role of Endowment in Creating and Rehabilitating Water Supply
Systems in the Ilkhanid Period, Iranian Civilization Research, 4(1) 118-137.

© The Author(s).
DOI: http//doi.org/10.22103/J1C.2022.19661.1094

[oNokS

Publisher: Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman.



mailto:sedighehparvizinia@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4014-9980

1. Introduction

Endowment has a valuable place in Islam, although the history dates back to pre-Islam in Iran, and it is
important due to social, cultural and economic functions, especially in the periods of poor public welfare.
The invasion of the Mongols had huge damage for Iran's economy. So, the capacity of the endowment
institution was necessary for the comfort and well-being of the public during the llkhanid period. As water
is one of the most obvious prerequisites for development and prosperity, endowment institution helped to
create and restore water supply systems. Knowing the functions of endowment in construction and
development, some sultans, ministers, local rulers, mystics and good people, took actions regarding
endowment of water supply during this period. The current research seeks to answer the role of endowment
in the creation and restoring water supply systems during the Ilkhanid period, and how has public access to
water been provided? The meaning of water supply systems in this research is water supply sources such as
springs, aqueducts, reservoirs, streams and dams, which provide access to water for drinking and agriculture.

2. Research methodology

This research was done using library sources, based on descriptive-analytical method, which identifies
original source information and related researches in the first step, then organize the collected information
and evaluate and analyze them.

3. Discussion

With the establishment of the llkhanid government, measures were taken to organize endowments (Bayani,
2014: 220, 205, 169). On the other hand, to compensate for the damage caused during the Mongol invasion,
the llkhani rulers performed construction activities and developed agriculture (Jovieyni, 2006: 105/3;
Rashid al-Din Fazlullah Hamedani, 1983: 1108, 1107/2). Urbanization and agricultural development
required the creation of water supply systems or the restoration of the past water supply systems and caused
the attention of the llkhani government to the issue of water supply.

Among the ministers and officials of the llkhani period, Khajeh Rashid al-Din Fazlullah Hamedani took the
most measures in creating and restoring water supply systems (Rashid al-Din Fazlullah Hamedani, 1979:
225-222, 159-163). llkhani rulers built numerous endowment buildings (Rashid al-Din Fazlullah Hamedani,
1983:2/984,985; Amoli, 2002:2/257,258), many of them endowed with water sources; and special attention
was paid to the provision of water for endowments, especially mosques, mills and baths, so the Ilkhans
helped in creation and restoring the water supply system through building endowments. Also, archeological
investigations show the development of water supply systems in the llkhanid period (Akbari et al., 2015:
60; Tagavi and Nikgoftar, 2013: 14).

The endowments of llkhani period helped to create and restore water supply systems. Khajeh Rashid al-Din
Fazlullah paid special attention to water supply in the construction of Rabe-Rashidi. The sixteenth chapter
of Rabe Rashidi's endowment is about the water supply laws of Tabriz city and Rabe-Rashidi city. Many
aqueducts were endowed to Rabe-Rashidi, and many villages and farms were endowed with water supply
sources. Khajeh Rashid al-Din himself dug some of endowed canals (Rashid al-Din Fazlullah Hamedani,
1977: 155, 204-215, 255-281), which led to the development of water supply systems.

Seyyed Rukn-al-Din Yazdi and his son Seyyed Shams-al-Din were among the great endowers of the
llkhanid period. Seyyed Rukn-al-Din built an aqueduct named Waqf-Abad in Yazd, dedicating it to the
public. Seyyed Shams al-Din also built and dedicated aqueducts (Hosseini Yazdi, 1986: 7-12, 57, 35, 117).
Among the assets endowed by Seyyed Rukn-al-Din and Seyyed Shams-al-Din on their constructions, one
of the most important ones is the shares of numerous aqueducts, and important issue due to the fact that
most of the dedicated aqueducts were located in the city of Yazd, as the water supply system of Yazd was
based on the aqueduct and the endowment of the aqueduct was a fundamental measure for the sustainable
supply of water.

Among the local rulers of the llkhanid period, Tarkan Khatun, the ruler of Kerman, was one of the famous
endowers, with many endowments in the field of water supply (Monshi Kermani, 1983: 39). Some famous
mystics of llkhani period paid attention to the issue of water supply; Seyyed Amin-al-Din Muhammad
Balyani built and dedicated an aqueduct named Qarcheh and Bemashq spring in Kazeron (Balyani, General
Directorate of Endowments of Kazeron: Archive 307). Ala al-Doleh Semnani recommended the
construction of aqueduct, and dug and endowed an aqueduct in Sufi Abad Semnan (Ala al-Doleh Semnani,



1987: 200; Ala al-Doleh Semnani, 1985: 405). Also, Lavalun aqueduct in Barzok Kashan and shares of
several other aqueducts and two water mills in Biyabank were dedicated by lesser-known officials in the
llkhanid period (Sheykh al-Hokamaii and Heidari, 2018: 576-579; Mashhadi Noushabadi , 2020: 48-55),
which shows that the endowment in the field of water supply was made by all influential groups in the
society.

4. Results

During the llkhanid period, the endowment of in the water supply area was made by some rulers and
ministers of the llkhanid, officials, local rulers, mystics and some good people. Among the rulers of the
Ghazan ilkhanid and among the ministers of the llkhanid, Khajeh Rashid al-Din Fazlullah Hamedani has
done the most actions in the field of endowment in water supply systems. Aqueduct was the most common
type of endowment in the field of water supply during the llkhanid period. Among the properties endowed
by the great endowers of the llkhanid period, there were shares of many agqueducts. Considering that the
income from the aqueducts was paid for restoring the aqueduct, these endowments ensured a stable supply
of the required water.

During the llkhanid period, one of the important groups utilizing endowments for creating and restoring
water supply systems were the mystics, the actions of them in the field an example for their followers. Two
lesser known documents; the inscription of Barzok Kashan aqueduct and the endowment letter of 687 AH
(1288 AD) for Khor and Biyabank indicate the use of the capacity of the endowment institution in the field
of water supply by various and perhaps unknown people of the society. Therefore, the endowment in the
field of water supply was a common effort by individuals and different groups of the society during the
llkhanid period.
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