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The Caspian Sea has always been the most important northern waterway of Iran during all
historical periods. The Safavids played an important role in establishing the security and
commercial prosperity of the Caspian Sea ports by restoring Iran's sovereignty over its
borders and the existence of local governments subordinate to them in the north of Iran. With
the fall of the Safavids and the dominance of the Afghans, a turbulent period was created,
which brought commercial stagnation, especially maritime trade. After Nadir Shah Afshar
(1735-1747 AD/ 1148-1160 AH) came to power, it became necessary to be directly present
and seize the vital resources of the Caspian Sea, so Nadir, by providing facilities for the
establishment of the navy, created a suitable ground for the resumption of activity provided
maritime trade. The central issue of this research, in addition to examining the policies and
efforts of Nadir Shah in improving the state of trade, seafaring and shipbuilding, is his
motivation and goals for establishing a naval fleet in the Caspian Sea and the reasons for the
Russian government's suspicions regarding this matter. Is the main data of this research
consists of historical texts and content analysis extracted from them, and in addition,
archaeological evidence such as the sunken ship on the shores of Chamkhale, Langarud and
its analysis using a historical approach have also been used. The findings of the research
indicate that Nadir Shah intended to help commercial prosperity by forming a naval fleet in
the Caspian Sea and, in addition, to achieve his political and military goals, which was in
conflict with the interests of the Tsarist government of Russia. On the other hand, the
archaeological investigation of the sunken ship on the coast of Chamkhale revealed that there
is a close relationship between the political-military presence of the government and the
socio-economic presence of the people of this region, therefore the role and position of local
rulers on the shores of the Caspian Sea and How they interacted with the Afsharid dynasty
and foreign business companies deserves attention.
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1. Introduction

With Nadir Shah coming to power in Iran and suppressing the Afghans and pushing the Ottomans back
from the occupied areas, the situation of the Caspian Sea and its sovereignty also underwent changes, and
the Russians were facing a powerful competitor who did not want their sovereignty according to accept the
previous treaty on this sea and its southwest and south coasts. After nearly a decade of occupying the
territory of Gilan, the Russians left the territory of Gilan, causing many casualties of 130,000 people.

The rare war with the Lezgis of Dagestan and the Turkmens of North Khorasan ended in failure, and as a
result, the weakness of the navy became evident and a decision was made to establish a naval fleet and a
shipyard. In the meantime, John Alton, a famous English merchant, sailor and shipbuilder, was hired and
two shipbuilding bases were established on the shores of the Caspian, Chamkhale village of Langarud and
Mashhadsar (modern Babolsar). John Alton was also able to create great prosperity in the economy of
Caspian coastal cities by developing maritime trade and managing shipbuilding bases.

In the first stage, the central issue of this research is based on Nadir Shah's motives and goals (political,
military, and economic) for creating a naval fleet in the northern waters of Iran, i.e. the Caspian Sea, and in
the next stage, the reasons for suspicions and failures of the tsarist government. Russia is investigating Iran's
naval fleet in that period of time, and in the last stage, in addition to the archeological investigation of the
sunken ship on the coast of Chamkhale river in Langarud, why Langarud was chosen to build a shipyard
and its selection it serves as Nadir Shah's shipping base in the northern waters of Iran.

2. Research methodology

In this research, the historical approach and perceptual archeology were used to examine the historical data,
that is, the texts and then the archaeological evidence of the Langarud shipyard. The historical approach of
reconstructing the human past is based on the review and critical analysis of historical texts, which is finally
evaluated with material historical data and presents the final analysis. Perceptual archeology is also the
study and investigation of the way of thinking in the past, which finds out the mental creations through the
remnants left from the past. In fact, the use of perceptual archeology and the historical approach in the
Afshar era, which has both historical texts and many material evidences, can be the main and proper
foundation.

3. Discussion

In 1739, English sailor John Elton arrived in Rasht to implement the plan of connecting Central Asia via
Astrabad, Gilan and Russia in London, the beginning of John Elton's adventurous activities began in Gilan.
In the next action in 1741, when Nadir camped against the Lezgis of Dagestan, he faced the problems of
moving troops and its exorbitant cost; Because most of the necessary supplies and the geographical and
natural conditions of the country, necessarily through the Caspian Sea, were practically monopolized by the
Russians, and the Russian owners of the ships received the most exorbitant fares from him.

Between the years 1742-1743, with the efforts of John Elton, the British government established a
commercial office in Rasht. Three of the British agents named James Brown, Martin Kayk and VVan Meerp
and Richard Wilds were employed to carry out commercial activities. British businessmen living in St.
Petersburg entered Rasht to meet and talk with John Elton. Nadir Shah asked John Elton to build some ships
in the northern coasts of Iran and to help his government in cutting the hands of the Russians from
monopolizing trade in the Caspian Sea. He brought English to Iran and studied with him in the northern
coasts of Iran, especially the coasts of Gilan. At the end of 1743 he built a ship near Langarud. Then he
completed two other "Ferrygate" type ships and four smaller ships, and he also had four big boats under
construction. Nadir was determined to develop this force. But after his murder in 1748, not only his plans
were not followed, but the Russian government tried to destroy the built ships and Elton's life. Anyone
associated with him was banned. Then the aforementioned government insisted on selling two British ships
in the Caspian Sea to Russian merchants and their traffic under the Russian flag. Also, due to the experiences
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of the Russian government, one of Elton's ships was set on fire near Rasht in 1745, and the remains of the
second ship were seen in Langarud until nearly a century ago, and in 1745, a warship of the "Frigate" type
equipped Eighteen balls that Elton made for Nadir were seen in the door.

Near the village of Langarud and 7 kilometers north of Rudsar city, in Langarud County in the east of Gilan
province, the remains of a buried wooden ship were revealed due to river flooding. This ship is located at a
distance of 500 meters from the south of the sea and near the Langarud River, in a stationary state with a
north-south direction. The vast part of this ship is still visible under the coastal salt and only part of its bow
is visible by the river water. The height of the visible part of the ship is 1.10 meters above the river water
level and 1.20 meters inside the water, which is a total of 2.30 meters from the height of the ship's nose, and
finally, what can be seen and examined from the Chamkhale ship is 3.50 meters. It is up to 4.30 meters from
the breakwater. The breakwater pole of the ship is 90 x 30 cm thick and the size of this timber indicates the
large dimensions of this ship. The number of poles that make up the skeleton of the ship at a distance of 80
cm from each other, made of wood, shows its solid and bulky structure; also, according to the dimensions
and sizes, the length of this ship can be considered to be about 30 meters.

4. Results
Examining the maritime and trade situation during the period after the fall of Safavid to the Nadir kingdom
tells about the stagnation of trade and maritime activities, especially in the Caspian Sea area, which was the
natural result of a weak government and a chaotic country. In addition to these European companies,
powerful local forces and far from the supervision of the central government, had made Gilan a breeding
ground for their ambitions. In this situation, the need for a centralized and powerful government was felt
more than ever. This was achieved by Nadir Shah Afshar in the fourth decade of the 18th century. He
expelled Afghans from Iran. He put the invading Ottoman and Russian forces in their place and brought
Iran's borders to its historical limits, and even marched beyond that to the Indian subcontinent. India's
abundant wealth and Iran's high military power, the security and peace of the Nadir period became an
incentive for Iran's powerful presence in the fields of commerce and shipping to come to the fore again.
This honor remains for Nadir Shah that he was the first person in the history of Iran after Islam to revive the
Iranian Navy in the northern and southern waters. By hiring John Elton, who was a famous English
merchant, sailor and shipbuilder, Nadir created valuable measures on the southern shores of the Caspian
Sea; He chose two shipbuilding bases in Chamkhale port of Langarud and Mashhadsar (modern Babolsar)
and started working there. Historical texts and archaeological evidence prove this claim. The existence of a
shipbuilding base in Chamkhale port of Langarud and the presence of European merchants and silk trade
established Iran's power in the waters of the Caspian Sea and brought the northern lands of Iran and the
southern shores of the Caspian Sea under Iran's control.
Security and peace in the waters and shores of this part of Iran, which led to the prosperity of trade during
most of the days of Nadir Shah's kingdom. The security that was achieved as a result of these actions to a
certain extent in the maritime routes, coastal trade routes and backshores of the Caspian Sea along with
Nadir Shah's efforts in encouraging domestic and foreign merchants, especially the renewal of the
commercial privileges of the European company with The new commercial facilities for them led to a
relative boom in trade on the shores of Chamkhale port in Langarud and its neighboring areas, and it should
be attributed to the presence of this force. However, the duration of the Iranian rule of King Afshar was not
long enough for him to establish strong institutions of statehood and imperialism and to create a stable
material and political base for what he had created.
Nadir's efforts and actions on the southern shores of the Caspian Sea did not come to fruition, because
shortly after his murder, the naval fleet disintegrated and after the dismantling of the English merchant
house, which had built a shipyard on the southern shores of the Caspian Sea, Russian merchants transported
all the products of Gilan to Russia and became wealthy because of this, and once again made the rogues,
beaches and ports the arena of their raids, but what is certain is the positive effects of his efforts later in The
Zand era was also established and the remains of at least a few ships aground on the shores of the Caspian
Sea, such as Lalehrud, were a symbol of the need to pay attention to maritime affairs and trade in the port
of Langarud for the later Iranians.
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