Iranian Civilization Research, Volume 4, Issue 1 - Serial Number 7, September 2022

&g

Shahid Babooar
University of Kerman

Iranian Civilization Research

Online ISSN: 2821 - 0867

Manifestation of Islamic Art Wisdom in the Decorations of Haj-Aqa-Ali
Historic House at Qasemabad, Rafsanjan with regard to the Principle of Unity

Maryam Ahmadzade!

in Multiplicity

, Sakine Khatoon Mahmoodi®?

1. Master student of Art Research, Sistan and Baluchestan University, E-mail: maryamahmadzade@pgs.usb.ac.ir
2, Assistant Professor of Art Research Department of Sistan and Baluchistan University, E-mail: mahmoodi.s@arts.usb.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:

Research Article

Article history:

Received: 12 Jan 2021

Revised: 14 Feb 2021

Accepted: 14 August 2022
Published online: 7 September 2022

Keywords:
Haj-Aqa-Ali House,
Decoration,

Islamic Art Wisdom,

Unity within Multiplicity.

As valuable treasures, historic houses constitute a major part of urban design, representing
the identity, ideology and lifestyle of people. Located at Qasemabad, Rafsanjan (Kerman
Province), the Haj-Aqa-Ali house is an outstanding work of Iranian architecture which dates
back to the Qajar era. Decorations of this historic building are indicative of the application
of certain principles which are in accordance with the Iranian-Islamic culture. Here, applying
the Islamic principle of “unity within multiplicity” is a case in point and it’s been tried to
show how it’s been represented in this historic mansion.The research is carried out in
analytical-descriptive method and its data gathered through library and field studies. The
gathered date is categorized in three main parts, i.e. geometry and proportions, balance and
light. The mentioned factors provide the basis for further analyses. Findings of the research
indicate that the factors bringing unity to the decorations have been organized on geometry
of regular structures (symmetrical, vertical, concentrated and active). Rhythm and balance,
as the products of frequent repetition of designs and locations, stand among the other factors
of unity in the ornaments. Further, the gleams of light in stained glasses and the presence of
light and shadow in different parts of the mansion play a significant role in creating unity
and diversity in this historic house, all conforming with the Islamic art wisdom.
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1. Introduction

Research on the background of historic buildings in each region reveals important secrets about the cultural
identity of that place. Hence, studies on such buildings provide an in-depth understanding of cultural and
artistic values. Located at Qasemabad, Rafsanjan, the Haj-Aqga-Ali house is considered an invaluable
treasure. Not only regarded as one of the most beautiful and most splendid works of architecture in the city,
but this place is also the biggest brick house in Iran and is registered in the World Heritage Site.

Dating back to the Qajar era, the house was constructed by Haj-Aqga-Ali, known as Za’imollah, and entitled
Amin ot-Tojjar. Having considered the breathtaking beauties of this unique monumental mansion as a part
of the Islamic-Iranian civilization, it would be necessary to have an evaluation of its decorations from the
perspective of Islamic art wisdom. In fact, thoughtful deliberations on the decorations are indicative of
particular principles applied in the place, which could be compared to the principle of “multiplicity in unity”
in Islamic ideology. Accordingly, the present research has tried to answer guestions as follows: What are
the main ornamental elements used at the Haj-Aqa-Ali historic house, Rafsanjan? How has the principle of
“multiplicity in unity” been manifested in the place?

2. Research methodology

The research is done in analytical-descriptive method and its data gathered through two ways: first, opinions
on the issue of multiplicity in unity have been reviewed and evaluated for the purpose of achieving a
theoretic framework; and then, the Haj-Aqa-Ali house was documented through field studies, frequent visits
and photography. On this basis, the gathered data was categorized in three main parts, including geometry
(proportions), balance and light. The mentioned factors provide the basis for further analyses.

3. Discussion

“Multiplicity in unity”” and “unity in multiplicity” are regarded an important, fundamental issues in Islamic
art. Accordingly, “being” is considered unique truth with multiple hierarchies. Mystics’ and Gnostics’ belief
in the unity of God is based primarily on such an idea that the diversity or multiplicity of creatures are
absorbed or effaced into a mere unity (Bolkhari, 1390/2011: 110). Secrets hidden in such mystical
instructions have made their understanding difficult; however, we can find their best manifestation in the
realm of art. Artists have actually carried out the duty of bringing such deep, spiritual meanings into the real
world. Most of the artists have taken into consideration three general rules for bringing the idea of “the unity
of'being” into view: 1. Geometry, as a means of manifesting unity in spatial order; 2. Rhythm, which reflects
unity in earthly organization, indirectly into the space; 3. Light, whose relation to visible shapes could be
interpreted as a comparison of that of the absolute to the ephemeral (Burckhardt, 1392/2013: 87). Proportion
and symmetry are among the other factors to be considered, because if there happens to be any flaw or
disorder in the meantime, there won’t be any sense of unity (Bolkhari, 1390/2011: 397). The coherence and
harmony between different parts in a whole, and their presence in a bigger unit is another case related to the
principle of unity. Consequently, the most important elements concerning unity have been dealt with and
analyzed at the Haj-Aga-Ali house.

To achieve better results, the principle of unity in multiplicity and its visual manifestations have been studied
in the decorations and motifs of the house under the general rules of geometry, proportion, rhythm, balance,
light, coherence and unity. Identifying the philosophical and aesthetic values of Islamic art in the Haj-Aqa-
Ali historic house is in fact the major objective of the present research. Here, it is believed that such an issue
has not properly been dealt with, hence a thorough evaluation and a detailed study is required.

4. Conclusion

Findings of the research indicate that the factors bringing unity to the decorations have been organized on
geometry of regular structures (symmetrical, vertical, concentrated and active). According to the studied
cases, most of the motifs and designs are symmetrical. In circular stucco ornaments, at least one center of
gravity is discernible. Repetition, displacement, direction changes and rotation of similar visual units in the
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ornaments have created active structures. ldentical intervals between these elements have led into repetitive
and evolutionary rhythms the most evident manifestation of which could be seen in the design of the cypress
trees. The displacement and rotation of bird and flower motifs is another case in point.

As an indispensable part of Islamic-Iranian ideology, light is a fairly important factor. In the Haj-Aqa-Ali
house, this element has been considered in three ways: light as the source of illumination, as color and
symbol. Here, the angle of reflections with the shadows cast on surfaces could be interpreted as the
manifestation of multiplicity in unity. Further, the gleams of light in stained glasses with their presence and
shadows in different parts of the mansion play a significant role in creating unity and diversity in this historic
house, all conforming with the Islamic art wisdom.

Incidentally, as a means of fostering unity, coherence has been manifested in the form of plants and birds.
Rhythm and balance, as the products of frequent repetition of designs and locations, stand among other
factors of unity in the ornaments.
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