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According to Ktesias,"Do-Setigh” mountain (recently called as Hossein Mountain) in the
Marvdasht Plain, where the rocks of Nagsh-e-Rostam cover part of its slopes, has various
works from the prehistoric period of Persia(indicative Neolithic shelters) and the historical
period(Elamite inscriptions, tombs of Achaemenid kings and Sasanian era inscriptions). In
addition, a strong fortress with pottery from the Sassanid period and the first Islamic centuries
on top of Nagsh-e-Rostam mountain has turned this mountain into one of the most distinctive
mountains of South Zagros. Numerous Pahlavi stone inscriptions are other significant works
written by local scribes and commons on top of the mountain. Most of these stone
inscriptions are written in the side script of a book (connected) and in a few short and sharp
lines on the rocks and smooth stones of the mountains which contains concepts such as
tombstone inscriptions, paradoxical advices<prayer-like monographs and descriptions of
constructions on top of the mountain. Based on this, present research seeks to answer the
question, what was the reason for the sculpting of stone inscriptions in this place? In response
to this question the hypothesis is raised that the local scribes tried to write down their
thoughts and ideals on rocks and stones at that time. The aim of this research is to introduce
and identify two new-discovered stone inscriptions, related to the late Sassanid period, which
were written above the western valley of Nagsh-e-Rostam mountain. Even though both
inscriptions have been severely damaged over the time.Our reading shows that the first
inscription contains a short advice on the language of nature and the other one refers to
chronology and astronomy.
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1. Introduction

One of the most important ancient sites of Iran is “Naqsh-e-Rostam’ Rocks, which is located in “Marvdasht”
Plain. The place of “Nagsh-e-Rostam” has had many historical names for a long time and renamed to
“Nagsh-e-Rostam” over time .In the inscriptions of “Takht-e-Jamshid”, there is a city named as "Nupistis§"
which was located next to the commercial city of "Metzi§"(Gershevitch, 1969:177-79). Probably"
Nupistish" (there were various campuses around it according to the inscriptions of “Takht-Jamshid”) is the
same "Mahl-Nakhsh" or "Nakhsh-e-Rostam™ and has been of special importance in the Achaemenid period
due to The role of Anshani(Elamite),”Kaa-be-Zartosht”, and the Achaemenid tombs. Nomination of this
mountain to “Nefesht” not only has been due to the inscriptions on the wall of ”Kaa-be-Zartosht” and the
rocks of “Nagsh-e-Rostam”, but also related to the Pahlavi inscriptions that were written on the slopes of
this mountain in the late Sassanid period and the first Islamic centuries. These inscriptions, which are among
the Pahlavi book inscriptions, are related to ordinary people and include tombstone inscriptions, edicts,
constructions on top of the mountain, and also The praise inscriptions were written by scribes from the city
of “Istakhar” and the residents of “Faraz Nagsh-Rostam™ Castle on the slopes and top of the mountain.
During recent years, our investigations in the vicinity of “Astrak” city and “Naqgsh-e-Rostam” have led us
to the discovery of new stone inscriptions that are in line with the goals of this research, that is, the
identification and reading of new stone inscriptions related to the end of the Sassanid period which has been
the narrator of the thoughts of its people.

2. Research Methodology

In this research, an attempt has been made to investigate the issue of “Naqgsh-e-Rostam” rock inscriptions
using descriptive-analytical method and with a historical and linguistic approach. The tool for compiling
this research is provided based on library documents and field surveys. In the library method, dictionaries
and first-hand sources are used and in the field method, continuous navigation over the mountain<photos
and stone inscriptions sampling are used.

3. Discusstion

The purpose of this research is to read and introduce new-discovered inscriptions that were written on top
of “Nagshe-Rostam” mountain in the late Sassanid era by local scribes. The importance of this research is
based on the point of view that these stone inscriptions do not include the government and royal declaration,
but rather they represent the perspective of the people who wanted to write their popular ideals and thoughts
on the rocks above the mountain. Based on this, the current research seeks to answer the question, what was
the reason for the sculpting of stone inscriptions in this place? In response to this question the hypothesis is
raised that the local scribes tried to write down their thoughts and ideals on rocks and stones at that time.
The aim of this research is to introduce and identify two new-discovered stone inscriptions, related to the
late Sassanid period, which were written above the western valley of “Nagsh-e-Rostam” mountain. Even
though both inscriptions have been severely damaged over the time, Our reading shows that the first
inscription contains a short advice on the language of nature and the other one refers to chronology and
astronomy which have been of interest to Iranians for a long time.During the Sassanid period, the kings had
a great interest in astronomy and Following this interest, many books compiled and written related to
astronomy.

4. Results

Stone Inscriptions that were written in Parthian and Sasanian script often contain the political and
propaganda statements of the kings and courtiers, which are a reflection of their power and glory in the eyes
of the people of that period and also future generations. These stone inscriptions are very diverse and have
a wide scope, which describe the conditions, events, wars, religious texts and several constructions. But the
Stone Inscriptions that are written in the Pahlavi script are related to ordinary people and finishes to a few
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short lines with selected sentences. In a general conclusion, most of these inscriptions include tombstone
inscriptions, instructions and prayer-like sentences that were written by local scribes. The purpose of writing
this stone inscription was to express people's feelings and thoughts, which sometimes took on a religious
flavor. In a general view, most of the stone inscriptions around the city of “Istrakh” and “Nagsh-e-Rostam”
mountain are written in two dimensions: first, the tombstone inscriptions which are written in memory of
the deceased and the second are admonishing sentences which are drawn with a beautiful pen and a vivid
language on the stones of these areas. This thought shows that these epitaph writers were not looking for
political propaganda or sweeping statements.
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