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with the changes and transformations of Iranian civilization, these myths have lost their
original form and have had additions. The myth of Arash is a very ancient myth in Iranian
culture; in such a way that the first text that has a brief reference to it, is the book of Avesta.
After the Avesta, in Middle Persian texts and historical books of the Islamic era, we witness
the presence of this myth with more details. Accordingly, the main goal of the current
research is to investigate and identify the course of change and transformation of the myth
of Arash and to express the violations of the norms that have been formed about this myth in
literary-historical books, especially in the contemporary period; Therefore, we are looking
for an answer to the question, what are the differences in the ancient sources in mentioning
the myth of Arash, and what is the norm deviation of this myth in contemporary Persian
literature? The results of the research, which were carried out using the descriptive-analytical
method and using the collection of library materials, show that the legend of Arash is re-
narrated in the contemporary era, and the authors in their narration did not pay attention to
the ancient patterns of the myth. In other words, they broke the norm. Moreover, the dual
confrontations of good and evil have always been existed in the myth of Arash, and
eventually in the contemporary era, due to the selfishness and personal goals of some people,
we are witnessing deviation from the norm in the expression of this myth.
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English Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Through studying the works done in the modern era, it can be assumed that the myth is not specific
to the past and myths are seen in the literary works of various periods. To the extent that in the
literary works created in the contemporary period, one can see the continuation of the life of the
previous myths that have been the basis of the work of writers and poets. One of the ancient myths
that we have today is the myth of Arash. This myth was formed in very distant times; we see stories
about it in the Avesta, Pahlavi texts and historical books of the Islamic era. The importance and
value of this myth is so much that it has been manifested in the works of contemporary poets and
writers in a new way and with a fresher style and has widened the field for the artistic performance
of contemporary speakers. In the narratives of the contemporary period, there have been some
fundamental changes in its form and content, which have significant differences with the ancient
origin of the myth; Therefore, the unfamiliar reader may make a mistake and not recognize the
boundary between the breaking of the norms of the contemporary narrators in narrating the story,
and the origin of the myth. In this research, we intend to deal with the first forms of the myth of
Arash and analyze its most important and pivotal contents; Then let's look at the most important
changes that contemporary narrators have made in this myth.

2. Research methodology
The research was based on a descriptive-analytical method accompanied by historical research.

3. Discussion

The first and oldest place where Arash has been mentioned is the eighth chapter of Avesta called
Tirisht, where it makes a brief but important reference to this myth. Additionally, in one of the
surviving Pahlavi texts, Arash is cited and given the title of "Shiwatir", however, the cause of
Afrasiab's enmity towards Iranians has not been stated (Kia, 1335: 9). In Avesta, it is mentioned
about gods who help Arash in shooting; although there is no information about the presence of
Lady Sepandarmaz in Arash from the existing door. On the other hand, there are references to it in
the Pahlavi texts. According to Tha'alabi's statement, as well as an external narration with the theme
that Sepandarmaz taught Arash how to make arrows and bows, it shows that Arash's arrows are
unusual and in a way Ahuraic. More precisely, this means that in determining the border of the two
countries, every arrow did not have the right to launch.

Deviance (norm avoidance) is one of the methods of highlighting and de-familiarization, which
was first noticed by Russian formalists. There are different types of norm avoidance with titles
such as "lexical, temporal, syntactic, stylistic, and semantic norm avoidance" (Shamisa, 1371:15)
proposed in language by formalists. According to Kasravi, with the passage of time and the
rationalization of the myth, it is no longer possible to imagine that an arrow would go this far and
Iranians would be freed from the grip of Afrasiab like this: the border is arranged in line with an
arrow flying across it/ if it lands close/ our houses gets tight/ our wishes grow blind/ but if glides
faraway/ how far? To what extent? (Kasraei, 1387: 104). Similarly, according to Beizaei, Arash is
not in the form of a mythical person; rather, he is in the form of a herdsman, belonging to the lower
classes of society: "I have been one of the herder of this land, and now | am the herdsman of my
army" (Beizaei, 2004: 5).
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4. Results

It is worth mentioning that the myth of Arash has been heroically continued in the minds of Iranians
from the oldest historical periods to the present day. The most important reason is that Iranian
people's attention to their protagonists and megastars, those people who are never ready to forget
their heroes.

In contemporary texts, double contrasts can be seen in the stories related to Arash; For example, in
Arash Kesrai's system, we are dealing with a story created and elaborated, the course of which
starts from the crisis conditions and then, by connecting to its heroic part, it tries to unravel the
knot and return to the initial conditions before the crisis. It comes and goes. The narrative is full of
double contrasts and metaphorical meanings that reveal the essence and purpose of the work. That
is to say, the author is trying to take advantage of Arash's heroic action by encouraging him to
move towards light and warmth and make it pass in his day. Yet, in his play, Beizaei changed the
main form of the myth and turned Arash into a character who is among the lowest classes of society;
but with the strength of his faith, he was able to overcome his enemies and gain an eternal
reputation.
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