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Abstract

The Sacred places have a common point in a function, and that is to
include the holy thing, and architecture has long been the channel of
expression of transcendent human thoughts, the manifestation of pure
human feelings, and the origin of the realization of human perfection.
The research data is collected through visiting and observing
monument and ceremonies, as well as interviewing and studying
documents belonging to a group known in Kermanshah province as
Yaresan or Ahl-e Hagh. The Dokkan-e Davood rock-cut tomb, as a
holy place where worship is performed daily, is a manifestation of a
sacred and spiritual atmosphere that has long been praised and
worshiped by the followers of Ahl-e Hagh. The sense of holiness is
induced to the worshiper and followers of this religion and even to
those who go there as visitors of this historical monument by
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performing prayers and holding religious ceremonies next to it and its
followers are constantly trying to give spirit and sanctity to this place
by performing religious ceremonies. Holy as an abstract matter and its
relationship with the real world is the most central discussion of this
research which we try to express the concept of the holy thing and its
manifestation in the Dokkan-e Davood rock-cut tomb as a sacred
architecture with an overview of the nature of Ahl-e Hagh religion on
which is a visible metaphor for the religious world, and what explains
the sanctity of this place, regardless of its architectural appearance,
refers to the holy thing. Therefore, we seek to answer this question by
presenting historical reports: What is the relationship between the
Dokkan-e Davood rock-cut tomb as a work of historical architecture
and its sanctity? The data of this research is library-field studies and
the research method and methodology of the text are descriptive-
analytical, and narrative respectively.

1. Introduction
The human being has always been confronted with places

throughout history, that somehow connected him to the
transcendental world, and the sanctity has been felt and understood
by him, and architecture has always been the context of this feeling
and the place of communication with superhuman forces
(Tarbiyatju and Eslami, 2008: 67). The sacred places are built in a
special way in each ritual, and in architecture, they are in a very
wide range in terms of form, space, proportions, scale, and
materials, but they have a common point in a function, and that is
to include the holy thing. The definition of a holy place is not
separate from the concept of the holy thing. The sacred concept and
its meaning undoubtedly go back to the realm of religion and
define religion based on beliefs and related matters to the holy
thing (Eliade, 2004: 249) and the history of religions is full of
manifestations of the sacred: gods, myths, sacred objects and places
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(Eliade, 2001: 23). Ahl-e Hagh, like other religions, is full of
manifestations of the holy thing. In the religion of Ahl-e Hagh,
"Dun be Dun" or "Dunadun™ and the successive transmigration of
the essence of God is filled with holiness the atmosphere of this
religion, and Dunadun is the most obvious aspect of holiness for
recognizing the holy thing in Ahl-e Hagh which we will analyze it
in connection with the sanctity of Dokkan-e Davood, no
independent research has been done on the relationship between the
holy thing and the manifestation of holiness in the ancient places of
Iran, especially Dokkan-e Davood rock-cut tomb, and this research
can be the beginning of specialized research on monuments and
sites such as the tomb of Cyrust the Great, Persepolis, Naghsh-e
Rostam, and Takht-e Soleiman which hopes to facilitate such
research the study of Iranian antiquities.

2. Methodology
The present study seeks to investigate the holy thing and i

ts

manifestation in the Dokkan-e Davood rock-cut tomb among the
followers and believers of Ahl-e Hagh and has used field data,

interviews, observation, and library resources to advance its goal

S.

The data of this research is library-field studies and the research
method and methodology of the text are descriptive-analytical, and

narrative respectively.

3. Discussion
Ahl-e Hagh (Yaresan) is an lIranian religious group that has a

theosophical approach and Sufi customs and beliefs that has
followers among the various Iranian ethnic groups, including Kurds,
Lors, and Turks, as well as outside Iran. In Ahl-e Hagh, cloth, and
manifestation are called "Dun™ and according to them, humans have
particles of divine essence. These divine particles are present in the
human body and are always circulating among the pious and chosen
people, and this is called "transmigration” or "Dunadun”. The
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transmigration or manifestation of God in the appearance or Dun of
human is one of the fundamental beliefs of the people of Ahl-e
Hagh, which means the transmigration of the essence of God in the
human. In the beliefs of Ahl-e Hagh, God has reincarnated them in
seven appearances or seven pure persons, which are called "Haft
Tan". Davood according to this research, who is known as "Dawood
Koswar" among the Ahl-e Hagh, is one of the "Haft Tan" who in
the belief of Ahl-e Hagh is referred to as the "carter” or "circulator
of the world" by Sultan Ishag who was appointed as "torchbearer"
to the general Ahl-e Hagh. According to Dunadun's thought, in a
period, Davood reincarnates in Dun or Kaveh Ahangar appearance
(in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh) and takes the name of Davood-e
Ahangar. In fact, Kaveh Ahangar is the same as the holy Davood in
the thought of Ahl-e Hagh, who differs only in time and body, but
in the essence of existence has the same essence as Davood. What is
common among the Ahl-e Hagh from the unwritten, Spoken, and
mouth-to-mouth is that the relief carved on the wall of the Dokkan-e
Davood rock-cut is considered a deity in worship and praise of
Davood, and among the Ahl-e Hagh, and citing the offices of Ahl-e
Hagh, they attribute this rock-cut tomb to Davood-e Ahangar and
consider it sacred.

4. Conclusion

In this study, it was assumed that if a place is a place of religious
activity or its purpose, then that place is sacred. The defects, filth,
and uncleanness of daily life are eliminated in this place. The
sanctity of this place is local and Dokkan-e Davood rock-cut tomb
is considered sacred for the followers and believers of the religion
of Ahl-e Hagh. The holy thing and its manifestation in everything
has a deep and complex connection with the issue of "Dun be Dun"
in the religion of Ahl-e Hagh. "Dun be Dun" and its connection
with Dokkan-e Davood rock-cut tomb is also tied to the mythical
issues of Iran, as it was stated that when Davood (one of the Haft
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Tan in Ahl-e Hagh) appeared in the body of Kaveh Ahangar, in the
role of the blacksmith to carve mountains and build Dokkan-e
Davood rock-cut tomb. Based on what was said, the Dokkan-e
Davood rock-cut tomb, as a holy place, has three characteristics and
important roles for the followers and believers of Ahl-e Hagh:

- It is a kind of communication with God (holy thing).

- The place of appearance and manifestation of God's power.

-This place acts as a tangible and visible icon of this material world,
which is the manifestation of the holy thing, and this has created
respect and praise for the followers of Ahl-e Hagh.

Keywords: Holy Thing, Holy Place, Dokkan-e Davood Rock-Cut tomb,
Ahl-e Hagh, Davood.
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