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Mehr-Narseh is one of the most important personalities of the middle of the Sasanian era,
which is famous for its important political responsibilities and the negative image of
Zoroastrian texts; on the one hand, he was for the long time the third most powerful person
of the Sasanian Empire and the great king of the three kingdoms, On the other hand, in
religious texts, he is a hated person who has long been condemned for his sin or sins to serve
as a slave in fire temples. This situation is clearly stated in Paragraph 49 of the 42 important
texts of the Madian Hezardadestan. In this present research, information is gathered in a
library method and a descriptive analytical method is a kind of "content analysis". Finally,
this article concludes that the cause of this contradiction should be sought in the Iranian
historiography and the shadow of the Zoroastrian religious system, given the continued
existence of this device after the collapse of the monarchy. Accordingly, in view of the power
of the clergy at the end of the Sasanian era and the predominantly religious view of history
at this time, Zoroastrian clergy made a major distortion of existing historical information and
set up history according to his wishes and goals.
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1. Introduction

In this research, the data of historical texts, especially Islamic texts, have been compared and matched with
the text of Madian Hezardadestan, and the question has been raised that Despite the negative reputation of
Mehr-Narseh in the Zoroastrian tradition, why is there no sign of Mehr-Narseh 's guilt in Islamic texts?

2. Research Methodology
This research following library methodology and the contents were scientifically analyzed by the use of
descriptive-analytic methodology.

3. Discussion

The sources that mentioned Mehr-Narseh are: History of Bal'ami, al-Tabari's History, Madian
Hezardadestan, Armenian texts and a Roman source named Socrates Scholasticus. The most famous and
most important narration about Mehr-Narseh is from Tabari, in which it is said that after two years when
Bahram Gur returned, he took over the kingdom from Mehr-Narseh, Mehr-Narseh had three sons: "After
two years, he found the kingdom in the hands of Mehr-Narseh, and after two years, he sent Mehr-Narseh
with an army to the Roman Empire to open the cities of Rome, and Mehr-Narseh had three noble sons,
Bahram made them his ministers". Bal'ami added: Mehr-Narseh asked Bahram for a leave of absence under
the pretext of worship, and Bahram agreed, and Mehr-Narseh went to his city and worshiped there. There
is a very important clause in Madian Hezardadestan about Mehr-Narseh that Tabari and Bal'ami did not
mention. According to the writings of Tabari and Bal'ami, it is difficult to justify and explain Madian's text;
How can it be justified that the third person in the country - according to the text of Sursaxvan after the
emperor and the crown prince - who, according to the aforementioned texts, lived with complete authority
and utmost respect during the entire era of BahramV - and of course during the time of the other two kingsAt
the same time, it was also due to the sin of a servant or slave. Then this situation will continue during the
Yazdgerd Il period and during the time of Pirouz. Shaki and Daryaee have tried to explain the 49th paragraph
of Madian; "Shaki believes that during the period of Yazdgerd II, Mehr-Narseh was only deprived of his
religious income, but he kept his position". Zener sees the reason for this conviction and Mehr-Narseh's
guilt as her desire to be a Zurvanist, he discussed in detail that he was imprisoned and assigned to serve the
fire for this reason. But Frye and the general researchers. on this believed that "we have no evidence that
the Zoroastrians with Zurvanian ideas were attacked or persecuted" as a result, according to the available
sources, it may never be possible to find out what Mehr-Narseh's sin actually was. It seems that in order to
deal with paragraph 49 of Madian, it should be looked at much more broadly: after Zener's opinion about
the reason for Mehr-Narseh's fault, he pointed out one point. A very important point through which it seems
to have entered the said section and its issues. Zenner considered Tabari and Shahnameh as reflecting the
opinions of elders and Madian as reflecting the opinions of Zoroastrian clergy. Recording of non-spiritual
events was done at the expense or under the supervision of the king's courtiers and nobles and was kept in
the Sasanian court. There are no original copies of these archives that were kept in the treasury. Another
stream was religious. It should be noted that all Zoroastrian books were written in the centuries after the
extinction of the Sasanian. The heavy shadow of the Zoroastrian religious system is evident due to the
continuation of this system after the collapse of the monarchy and the fact that "religious scholars were very
active in writing books, especially in the ninth century”. In the meantime, Mehr-Narseh, who is considered
one of the most famous Zurvanists or Zurvan worshipers of the Sasanian era, has been noticed and
condemned and - perhaps as a symbol of this way of thinking - has been considered a criminal. As a result,
it seems that they, the clerics, as one of the groups and in fact the most important group of the Iranian
society, introduced themselves as the complete representative of this society, the only source and authority
for commenting on all the affairs of the said society. In this way, on all the written sources left from the
Sasanian era, the religious color and the dominance of the religion and the opinions of the clerics can be
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clearly seen. The result of this domination was two things: one is the deliberate and widespread distortion
and manipulation of history and events in favor of the religious class and the clergy class, and the second is
the presentation, according to the author, of an unrealistic and exaggerated image of the clergy class and
exaggeration of the importance of their position in the Sasanian era. To demonstrate this claim, it is very
useful to examine the role of the clergy and the Zoroastrian religious system in general in the emergence of
the Mazdak movement because “The emergence of any social movement is directly related to the economic,
social and cultural situation that dominates a country at the time of its occurrence".

4. Conclusion

This research has reached two conclusions: firstly, it seems that contrary to what is stated in the Zoroastrian
tradition, which is reflected in the text of Madian Hezardadestan, Mehr-Narseh was not sentenced to such
punishment and in fact to such humiliation and during his life he was respected He was special and had a
high position, and during the three Sasanian emperors, he held the Vazorg Faramadar. Interestingly, he has
also rendered many services to the Zoroastrian religion. 2) Considering the continuity of life of the
Zoroastrian clergy after the collapse of the Sasanian Empire the clergy as one of the groups and in fact the
most important group of the Iranian society as the representative of the entire society are the only source
and reference for commenting on the entire society. They introduced the affairs of the mentioned society.
As a result, the final presentation of Sasanian culture and civilization to the next generations was done by
them. The subtle point in this is that this presentation only included items that passed the filter of the late
clerical system, i.e. the last group of clerics who were very serious in recording their opinions and menus
appropriate to their time, and dozens of books and treatises were replaced by they put Apparently, at this
time, Zurvanism was considered abhorrent and heretical, and as a result, those who hold this opinion are
considered guilty and guilty by the final editors and regulators of the Zoroastrian tradition. In this way, the
lottery was drawn in the name of Mehr-Narseh, which apparently was one of the most famous names of this
ritual.
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