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The main policy of Safavid’s dynasty was based on creating an interior sustainable space and
showing the authority of governance in different social and political fields. Safavid kings
formed one of the main signs of this saber rattling in the field of the construction and
decoration of glorious buildings. Acquiring authority through the architecture of royal
buildings leads in expanding numerous buildings in Isfahan and decorating them by different
kinds of decorations and beautiful and expensive objects. Despite the palaces of Ottoman
kings, Isfahan palaces were constructed in the main area of the city and in public vision and
showed their beauty and magnificence to their audiences in their two interior and exterior
parts. The current article has been conducted aiming the study and analysis of the role of
creating authority of Isfahan palaces in two exterior and interior area and by descriptive-
analytical method, as a documentary based study and by using library resources, which seeks
the response of this question that what was the role of creating power and political authority
in Safavid palaces in Isfahan? The findings of the research shows that the exterior parts which
were observed by the public every day was in the line with stabilizing the public position and
according to this issue that it was not possible for all people to visit the interior parts of royal
buildings and only close people to royals and and foreign ambassadors and tourists could
enter and observe these parts, so the parts related to the interior spaces and paying much
attention to their decorations have been done in order to show this authority to foreign
ambassadors and tourists; And the Safavid showed a part of their royal power in this manner.
This influence mostly led to the Safavid intentions, the result of which can be observed in
the writings of these visitors.
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1. Introduction

The Safavid searched authority only in the field of religious influence at first but by passing through
the primary steps of governing, they moved toward the tangible material signs and considered
architecture as an important parts of this procedure, architecture has the capability of providing
glory and beauty and authority to their audience as a tangible symbol and the Safavid used the
function of architecture as a power creation element in their domestic and foreign interactions and
in the field of politics. The palaces of the Safavid era were important in several aspects and they
are assessable, the Safavid kings didn’t try to build very huge and inaccessible palaces like the
other kings (Sivari, 2010, 164-165); the location of palaces beside urban space was one of the
executive policies of Abbas the Great and his saber rattling aspect had significant importance
(Babayi, 2019: 125; Necipoglu, 1993:306). The current article seeks the response of this question
that what was the role of creating power and political authority in Safavid palaces in Isfahan? The
main hypothesis of this research is based on this issue that the Safavid were aware of royal
architecture function in the field of political stabilization and power creation and therefore, they
tried to represent their political authority to the interior and exterior visitors by constructing several
buildings and decorating them.

2. Research methodology

The current research is qualitative in terms of the nature of method and fundamental in terms of
type which has been conducted by a descriptive-analytical method and by using and analyzing the
related resources to the Safavid era.

3. Discussion

Architecture can be considered as one of the main elements of government authority. In fact, the
buildings not only show the political governmental projects but also they are important tools by
which a government establishes its power and authority..., produces its power and legitimizes to
its authority and qualification (Yari, Mansouri, 2017: 1). Huge constructions built by many
politicians is the result of architecture power for creating the memory and stabilization of governed
power (Sudjic, 2011:28), the need of power for being seen in urban space in order to legitimize
power and its implementation is the basis for paying to attention to this category (Khojamli et al.,
2016: 3).

The Safavid government executed some important purposes after transferring the Capital to Isfahan
in order to stabilize the power and provide a glorious image about the government, one of the
purposes of Abbas the Great for transferring the Capital to Isfahan was “the competition with the
other capitals of the modern world” (Rizvi,2013: 384). He chose Isfahan as the beginning point of
his centralized power and executed his primary policies of immediate construction of kingdom
palaces, this immediate construction was such that some buildings were completed in less than ten
days (Sharden, 1956, vol. 8: 71). Because of striving for superiority compared to the constructed
buildings in the Ottoman capital, he constructed glorious buildings and the purposes on
constructing these buildings were consisted of stabilizing and representing the power of the Safavid
dynasty (Hasanshahi, 2016: 160). These palaces had significant visual values by using different
arts in both the exterior and interior areas and became the main source of comprehensive urban
development of Isfahan in all aspects. The Safavid paid attention to the power of architecture in
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presenting a magnificent view of their government, they built this aspect in the structure of the
building, using the high height and width, and in the interior parts by using wood arts, painting,
tiles, plastering, etc., magnificent buildings that could impress the audience by their greatness and
beauty and increase the glory of the Safavid kings.

Constructing buildings and their neighbors, in the Safavid era were formed based on patterns which
has secondary meanings in their field, this type of design can be found in all parts of Naghsh-e-
Jahan square. The guests of the Safavid dynasty should pass determined places when entering the
palace, one of which was the entrance of Ali Qapu palace where no one was allowed to pass by
riding.

4. Results

Studying the history and analyzing and evaluating the different dimensions of its procedure, in the
geographical field of Iran, emphasized this issue that the Safavid era was the return of pride to
people who tolerated the governance of non-Iranian governments. The attempts of a number of the
kings of the Safavid dynasty was to concentrate on the axis of Iranians’ pride and religious and
national prejudice. Meanwhile, they assumed themselves deserving this leadership and tried to
show their right by concentrate on both religious and governmental parts. The Safavid kings, beside
this religious aspect, emphasized on the material glory. Abbas the Great made the heads of
government to build huge and beautiful buildings. This policy of the Safavid could present a
authorized government.

The Safavid built their palaces in the middle of urban spaces instead of putting them in a fenced
castle in order to compete with the Ottomans and people could easily pass in the front of palaces
and saw this glory daily and their purpose was that this glory and greatness led in the obedience of
public from them. The interior part of the Safavid palace was decorated much more glorious than
the exterior structure, where the public could not visit and this part was decorated in order to show
the glory of the Safavid to the foreign visitors. Designing Isfahan palaces was such that guests
arrived to the place of settling guests after passing a determined path and observing some of its
beauties. This place was decorated so glorious by objects and decorations, an example of this type
of works has been observed in the Chehelsotoun Palace as well as the destroyed buildings of the
Talar-i Tavileh and the Talar Ayneh Khaneh, the peripheral palaces in Ali Qapu and the type of
the placement of the doors of Ali Qapu gate and the door of the harem are considered as a symbol
of religion, ceremonies and the authority of the royal family, as mentioned in the writings of most
of the ambassadors and tourists who visited the Safavid palaces, these palaces had a stunning
greatness and beauty, and most of them, while returning to their country, drew a landscape of the
great Iran for their rulers, and the result of this issue was a large number of countries that wanted
to communicate with Iran.
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