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Literary sources are one of the valuable sources that reflect the social, political and cultural
citations of the poet's lifetime. Nasir Khusrau, as dissenter elite contrary to assenter elite of
Saljug reign, has a critical view on the socio-cultural situation of this period. Many historians
of the Saljuq period, owing to the status quo, have mostly panegyrized the monarch and have
not paid much attention to the social-cultural challenges and deficiencies of this period.
However, on account his strong leaning towards Ismaili sect and accordingly having been
antagonistic toward Saljugs monarchy, he has related many of the incidents and problems
that have been connived by historians. Although his disapproving statement and critical view
cannot be verify quit, but such a viewpoint, collectively the panegyrist of the Saljugs, can
help to familiarize witch this period. He criticizes the rulers, judicial powers, and government
officials of the saljug monarchy and attentively considered issues including the anti-elite,
brain drain, intellectuals misconducting, anti-philosophy, and sectarian violence. Analyzing
and adapting these two disparate views and identifying the social-cultural challenges of this
period based on Divan of Nasir Khusrau is the problem of the research. Results show that
Nasir Khusrau conception of socio-cultural situations of saljug period emerges from his
critical and antagonistic look towards saljuq monarchy which discloses lots of facts and
realities facing his community that have been less paid in historical sources. In this article,
an attempt has been made to answer this question by referring to sources and using a
descriptive-analytical method, what was the socio-cultural situation of the Saljuk period
based on Divan of Nasir Khusrau?
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1. Introduction

Nasir Khusrau, as one of the elites of the Saljuq period, stemming from the environment,
community and the culture of this period. Therefore, the reflection of the socio-culture conditions
of his lifetime can be seen on his Divan. Basically, the great mission of literature is to pay attention
to human pains, sufferings and joys. Literature can be a full manifestation and perfect reflection on
community, actually. Therefore, taking literary works into consideration obtain valuable and
accurate information about social relationships, cultural values, institutions, groups, and customs.
Nasir Khusrau, as a court official and secretary who closely observed the courts of Ghaznavids and
Saljugs kingdom and is aware of many of their secrets. During the second half of his lifetime acting
as a political dissent from the status quo has disparate attitudes to socio-cultural situations of the
saljuq period in contrast royal court historians. Historians pay less attention to soci-cultural
problems and deficiencies. Their attention has been more to eulogies and show well the problems
and dilemmas. Intentionally or unintentionally, they have not paid attention to many deficiencies
and weaknesses. Therefore, Nasir Khusrau's hostile and ideological view to Saljugs -with all the
criticisms that made on it - can help to better and comprehensively understand this period. Although
the situation depicted by Nasir Khusrau cannot be generalized to all the Saljuqg period, But the study
of Nasir Khusrau's view, as a critic of the political, religious, cultural and social conditions of the
Saljuq period, along with the study of the supporting and praising sources of this period, can help
balance and better understand the study of this period. In fact, the purpose of this research is to pay
attention to Nasir Khusrau's critical and hostile view of the social-cultural situation of the Seljuk
era.

2. Methodology
The present study was conducted using the descriptive-analytical method. The data have been
collected and then analyzed using library sources, especially Divan of Nasir Khusrau.

3. Conclusion

Nasir Khusrau born out of culture-bound disorders and chaotic community Saljug period;
therefore, the reflection of the socio-cultural situation of this period can be observed in his Divan.
He as a dissent elite, has included many less facts in notified his divan. Founded results show that
Nasir Khusrau, as someone who ministered in the court of Ghaznavids and Saljugs kingdoms has
a deep understanding of this period; Following an internal transformation, he was ousted from
office and thereafter he became a political outcast and pariah after being expelled from power and
acting as a political dissent elite from his community. His close companionship with high rank
officials and royal courtiers brought about a thorough recognition and acquaintance of their
character and identity. In addition, his religious differences and political enmity with the Saljugs
were also influential in his critical and hostile view. Nevertheless, in some cases, his criticisms and
objections to the social and cultural conditions of the Seljuk period are similar to the sources of the
Saljuq supporters such as: Nizam al-Mulk, and Ibn Athir and Ravandi. Nasir Khusrau's critical and
different reading of the social-cultural situation of this period, along with the historical and
supportive sources of the Saljugs, can create an equilibrium in the researchers’ interpretations and
analyses. He took notice to the following sociocultural elements and components which through
considering carefully and analyzing historical sources of the saljug period it can be inferred that
His conception and realization of the reality of existing status was not far away. Components such
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as: massacre, pillage, insecurity and instability, religious and sectarian conflicts; swearing at non-
conformists; bribery of judges to make the right appear unjust; Decay of intellectual sciences,
prohibition of philosophical discussion, more attention to traditional science, Anti-elitism and brain
drain, intellectuals and sages discontent, declining of peasants and the slow emergence of unskilled
and incompetent persons, prohibition of Non-Sunni and Non-Khurasani employment, wine
drinking by judges and jurists have been reflected in Nasir Khusrau's Divan.
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