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The Qajar era and specifically the constitutional revolution is one of the milestones in the
contemporary history of Iran. One of the reasons for the constitution in Iran was the economic
crisis that made the people fed up. In addition to granting concessions to Russia and England,
the unbridled administrative corruption of the Qajar had created a chaotic situation in the
country. With the implementation of the constitution, one of the goals of the constitutionalists
was to fight against such corruptions. In the current research, we are trying to answer these
questions with a descriptive-analytical approach: What was the position of the newspaper
Mosavat regarding this corruption? What solutions did it propose to get out of the economic
crises and administrative corruption? The findings indicate that Mosavat, while emphasizing
the urgent and urgent fight of officials and people against this corruption, the formation of
the National Council, the establishment of the law, the criticism of the ruling body and
parliamentarians, the formation of judicial courts to fight corruption and finally replacing the
youth and He considered the forces of scholars and scientists with clean hands instead of
corrupt embezzlers to get out of corruption as one of the foundations of Iran's independence.
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1. Introduction

One of the important dimensions and features of the press of the constitutional era is their anti-
corruption dimension. The resonance of these struggles in newspapers such as Mosavat is such that
it depicts the social history of this era in addition to the economic history. Corruptors in the absence
of the rule of law. They had an effective role in the political, social and economic reactions of the
Qajar period. Their entry into the mentioned fields had confronted the society with many crises.
As a law-based revolution, the constitutional revolution had a series of principles and laws specific
to it, and being bound by these laws could be effective in fighting corruption. be made In this way,
the columnists of the newspaper Mosavat tried to fight and remove such corruptions by presenting
their enlightening articles and writings. Among the obstacles and crises of the country before the
constitution Mosavat, considered the corruption of the Qajar, who had taken the country backward
by giving economic privileges to foreigners and creating organized administrative corruption
inside. Due to the importance and novelty of the issue, this essay intends to analyze and comment
on the features of corruption and the strategies to combat it in the newspaper, using a descriptive-
analytical method. For this reason, the questions that this research tries to answer are, what was the
reaction of Eqgal, as one of the most important opponents of the Qajar government, to anti-
corruption, and what were the solutions to fight against this corruption from the perspective of the
newspaper writers, and in this regard, what How much were they able to succeed? In response, it
should be said that Equality, while pointing to the various aspects of corruption before the
constitution, by including numerous articles, expressed disgust with this corruption, and secondly,
the establishment of the National Council, the rule of law, the expertise and commitment of the
members of the parliament and the ruling body, and their criticism. Finally, he announced the
replacement of young, educated and clean forces in place of former corruptors as the most
important solutions to fight corruption. Although there was a lot of hope in the beginning, but with
the creation of numerous internal and external crises, the way to its realization was blocked, and
again corruption and continued tyranny brought the constitutional ideals to a crisis.

2. Research methodology

In this research, by using the library method and using ASR Qajar press (Mosavat newspaper) and
with the descriptive-analytical method, the method of anti-corruption has been discussed from the
perspective of this newspaper. Based on this, the most important factors of corruption were
identified from the perspective of this newspaper, and the contents were scientifically analyzed
using the descriptive-analytical method.

3. Discussion

Corruption is classified in different types including political, economic, administrative and cultural.
The phenomenon of corruption is rooted in internal factors, political, economic, social and cultural
factors. Individualism, lack of accountability, nepotism in selection, monopolization also play a
role in administrative corruption .The existence of corruption among the ruling class leads to



II

Moeini roudbali, R (2023) Iranian Civilization Research, 4(2) DOI: 10.22103/JI1C.2023.3693

English Extended Abstract

people’s lack of trust in the government and a decrease in the validity of moral values in the society.
During the Qajar era, the Shah was at the top of the government pyramid and the form of
government was autocratic. In order to cure various financial crises, the Qajar kings put the position
of the state government up for auction and the elected rulers also tried to to earn income through
the compensation tax. In fact, this financial pressure was heavy on the shoulders of the lower class.
Dependence on foreign countries had a political, ideological and economic dimension, and in the
Qajar era there was a dialectic between the external structures of control and the internal reactions
of resistance against them.

The picture drawn by the social reformers of the Qajar era, parallel to the time of the constitutional
movement, is indicative of the corruption prevailing in Iran's governing system. Talebov spoke
about the weakness of personality, identity and social status of all classes, from the king and
courtiers to the subjects and the common people, who are in the bed of the atmosphere. Unsafe was
developed during the rule of the Qajar kings. Equality, which was considered among separatist
intellectuals, with the realization of the constitution, points to the rule of law as one of the most
important factors in the fight against corruption in the country. From the point of view of equality,
the most important solution to the disadvantages of the previous years, including the unbridled
corruption caused by the tyranny, was reforming and regulating the legislative and executive
branches, providing money, and reforming the financial practice. He considered the amendment of
the last two cases subject to the amendment of the legislature. Because according to him, until the
legislative branch is reformed and as long as the state of the parliament is in its current form, not
only the executive branch will not be organized; rather, income generation and progress will not
be achieved. Therefore, according to the author, all the lawyers (representatives) of the parliament
and the individuals of the Iranian nation should try with all their strength to correct and regulate
the legislative branch.

Also, while paying attention to the role of science and awareness in advancing the constitutional
goals, the newspaper emphasized the importance of learning science in curbing tyranny and
fighting corruption in authoritarian systems .The lack of regular and organized ministries and the
lack of competent and caring managers at the head of these ministries were other factors of
administrative corruption from the perspective of equality. Mosavat also gave special consideration
to having numerous judicial and legal courts in the fight against corruption.

4. Results

The constitutional revolution is one of the most important events in the contemporary history of
Iran, whose wide dimensions have always been criticized from different aspects. Among the
important factors that caused the formation of this movement, we can mention the political and
economic corruption in Iran and the presence and enlightenment of intellectuals. In this article, the
focus is on the corruption in the newspaper Mosavat. The newspapers of this period and their
articles had a great contribution in the formation of the constitutional movement. Mosavat paid full
attention to the root problems of Iranian society; Difficulties such as the behavior and rule of the
rulers, the nature of the ruling class, the status of the lower classes, the national economy of the



II

Moeini roudbali, R (2023) Iranian Civilization Research, 4(2) DOI: 10.22103/JI1C.2023.3693

English Extended Abstract

society, etc., he expressed his intentions and content with a free and unpretentious writing style in
all political issues. Equality avoided flattery and flattery, which was the style of some newspapers
of those days, and in every city or town where the oppressed were fed up with the brutality of the
dictatorial rulers and wrote petitions and complaints, the editor of Equality published it without
fear or fear. Kurds. With the constitutional revolution and the struggle of constitutionalists and the
establishment of an institution called Parliament, Equality, while paying attention to the results of
constitutionalism (the establishment of Majlis [Parliament]), which restrained the tyranny of Shah
Qajar, considered the constitution as a revolution. Considered important in the fight against the
corruptions that the Qajars had imposed on the country. For this reason, while pointing to the
reflection of the dimensions of this corruption, especially the economic corruption before the
constitution and being happy with the realization of constitutionalism based on the rule of law, to
fight corruption, apply the rule of law in the country's administrative system and form the National
Council and use real representatives and He had a firm belief in modern science. In this way, of
course, he considered the spirit of criticism of parliamentarians to be very effective. Also, having
many judicial courts in all parts of the country in order to fight against corruption, embezzlers
considered it an important and necessary step. The conclusion is that even though Iranians like
Mohammad Reza ach Mosavat ieved some of their goals (political and economic) in
constitutionalism; But on the other hand, Iranians could not establish their ideal system in the
society. But the previous wishes did not go away. The wish is to have a free and law-abiding society
where citizens enjoy human rights and live in an independent and advanced country. The
constitutional revolution was the first step to achieve these goals. At the same time, in a country
like Iran, with a history of several thousand years of autocracy, it is necessary to honor that
revolution and keep alive the name and reputation of Iranians who fought to create an advanced
society hundreds of years ago. Despite the clarifications of Equality and other newspapers of the
constitutional era in the fight against corruption, it must be acknowledged that the later assemblies
witnessed the presence of the same former corrupt groups such as landlords and large landowners
in the country's executive and legislative scene, which created a crisis in the constitutionality and
trampled its ideals were effective.
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