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geometric designs form the essence of Islamic art, which is rooted in the teachings of the
Islamic religion and spreads the noble civilization of Islam from the past to the present.
Plaster arrays are ornaments of Islamic art and architecture, but this art includes Islamic
concepts and themes and the beliefs of Muslim architects, and in addition to beauty, they
have been used to convey semantic messages. This applies to all the traditional buildings of
Iran, but due to the acceptance of travelers from other civilizations, caravanserais have been
a symbol for identifying the culture and civilization of Iran, and decorations have become
very important. Rabat Sharaf is of the valuable historical caravanserais of the Seljuk era,
which is known as a precious heritage from the history of Islamic civilization in terms of
architecture and decorations. Therefore, the aim of the current research is to study and
identify the decorations of the Rabat Sharaf building, and it seeks to answer the question,
what are the arrays of slimy plaster decorations of the Rabat Sharaf building? How are the
semantic functions of these decorations explained? Therefore, the research in this regard has
been carried out by using the descriptive-analytical method, and data collection has been
done using library sources and field studies.
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1. Introduction

Iranian architecture in the history of Islamic civilization is a valuable treasure for identifying deep
mystical concepts at the disposal of contemporary researchers. In the meantime, the Seljuk
architecture era, in the Great Khorasan region, due to the existence of the influential Silk Road and
the high political and social security of that time, had grown increasingly in terms of performance,
function, meaning and concepts.

The various changes and developments that happened in this period in the field of architecture and
decorations related to it gradually led to the creation of new styles of architecture decorations in
terms of form, function, implementation and related concepts in the Iranian Islamic architecture
based on occurred developments in this era. In addition to complementing the valuable artistic
traditions of the past, architecture at that time had a deep connection with the religion of Islam, and
the decorations used in it had a semantic function as well as a functional operation.These
characteristics of Islamic art were seen in all the buildings of the Seljuk dynasty, the caravanserais
of Khorasan region were one of the important buildings due to their location on the commercial
communication route of the Silk Road, these buildings have symbolized the manifestation of
mystical concepts in the body of architecture and especially decorations, they have also spreader
Islamic civilization and representative of culture to merchants and traveling Iranians. One of the
most important and magnificent caravanserais of this era is the Ribat of Sharaf (Robat-e Sharaf),
which, in addition to its valuable architecture, magnificent decorations, has turned it into a museum
of Islamic art.

The Ribat of Sharaf is located on the highway of Baghdad-Merv and before that Madain-Merv near
Sarakhs and the year of its construction is introduced as 508 AH. This magnificent building has
arabesque decorations (form of artistic decoration) in two categories: geometric and plant, each of
which expresses concepts of Islamic teachings. Therefore, in the present research, we intend to
analyze the semantic function and the etymology of its concepts in addition to identifying and
categorizing the arabesque plaster decorations of Ribat of Sharaf. Therefore, the question of the
present research can be stated as follows:

What are the plaster decorative arrays of Ribat of Sharaf? And how is the semantic function of
these decorative arrays in Ribat space explained? The diversity of using geometric and Islamic
motifs in the decorations of this building is worth pondering and can be one of the most valuable
topics to be studied in order to clarify the extent of the effects of Islamic teachings on the
decorations in this period.

2. Methodology

The methodology is descriptive-analytical, where the information needed for the research has been
gathered through on-site presence, field observation, and photographing and construction survey,
in addition to library resources review, internet searches and using the database archive of Ribat of
Sharaf. The evaluation and data analysis of research has been done using inferential reasoning.

3. Discussion

There are two general points of view regarding decorations in architecture: One based on the
appearance (material) function and the other based on the semantic and content function. People
like Burckhardt believe that these motifs have a non-historical (timeless), mystical and
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contemplative nature. From this point of view, decorations are not only an appearance cover, but
also have different levels with symbolic and sublime meanings. One of the most used decorations
in Ribat of Sharaf building is brickwork and plastering, which includes many valuable Islamic
concepts.

In addition to body and form, Islamic art has semantic content. Therefore, it is also called spiritual
art. According to the concept of meaning, it can be said that Islamic art has an interior and a truth
that pushes it beyond the material world. Also, the concept of meaning in Islamic art implies the
awareness and belief of man in the existence of the creator of the world and the understanding of
the world of existence from its spiritual aspect.In Islamic art, especially Islamic architecture, the
meaning is the same as spirituality and the levels of truth insertion in the form of a work. In a way,
the Iranian architect who builds the building of Islamic architecture is a monotheistic human. One
of the most used decorations in the Ribat of Sharaf building is the grid structures of the geometric
motifs of the Shamseh pattern.

In many of his works, the Muslim architect has shown the concept of multiplicity in unity and unity
in multiplicity in the form of a Shamseh. "Plurality is the manifestation of God's attributes, which
have appeared in this role in the form of many forms that have emanated from the central
unit.Vegetal symbols-khatais, Arabesque, rotating lines and even regular motifs are symbols of
world of the kingdom (alam al-malakiit) and are examples and free from the limitations of time and
space of the natural space.

These motifs are mixed with soft colors and pleasant contrasts, and the eye passes through the
multiplicity to reach unity.Also, the altars of the Ribat of Sharaf building with plaster decorations
are a symbol of the gate of heaven.The decorations of Ribat of Sharaf are a code of sacred art that
refers to the secrets that are rooted in Islam by using arabesque geometric and plant motifs, and its
inscriptions are a symbol of Islamic mysticism.

4 - Conclusion

In the history of Islamic culture and civilization, mysticism and teachings of Islam have been one
of the most important trends influencing art and architecture. By reflecting on Islamic art, it is
possible to identify hidden concepts that are rooted in Islam.The Muslim artist tries to reflect the
truth in the material and global world, and from his point of view, Islamic art is based on wisdom
that spreader the Islamic tradition.The expression of this Islamic art is abundantly found in the
architecture and decorations of historical buildings. Art and architecture during the Seljuk period
grew and excelled due to the availability of social, political and cultural background compared to
the history before this period. In addition to complementing the traditional art of the past, Seljuk
architecture and especially decorations have also caused its evolution. A clear example of this
excellence can be seen in the caravanserais of the Seljuk era in the Khorasan region, which Ribat
of Sharaf is one of the most magnificent and valuable Seljuk buildings in the Khorasan region and
on the side of the Silk Road. The decorative arrays of Ribat of Sharaf are made of plaster and
bricks. These arrays can be divided into two plant and geometric roles. In the analysis of the
decorative arrays of Ribat of Sharaf, its deep connection with mystical concepts and Islamic
teachings was clarified. Arabesque and Shamseh are among the geometric motifs of Ribat of Sharaf
decorations, which show the unity in the multiplicity, which expresses the principle of the oneness
and unity of Allah. Also, the plant motifs of the decorations express the factor of ideas that brings
man from the material world to the world of ideas and fills the moment of man's presence in the
space with the remembrance of God. The calligraphy and inscriptions on which verses of the Qur'an
are engraved and which decorate the walls of the mihrab of Ribat of Sharaf are a sign of the gate
of heaven, which by standing in front of it, a person can understand the truth.
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The decorations of Ribat of Sharaf in a symbolic form express the beliefs of the Muslim artist as
well as the glory of the Islamic civilization in the Seljuk era, which has been able to display its
meaningful capabilities with the rich content of the decorative elements, and provide a suitable
space for reaching the Hazrat Hag.
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