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1. Introduction

Persian prose has gone through many ups and downs since the
beginning of documentary texts until today and has always undergone
changes and transformations along the way. One of the most critical
issues in the Persian prose field is the stylistic examination of the
works to clarify their different literary, linguistic, and intellectual
aspects. Therefore, examining the writing style of each work can show
the course of development and transformation of any language in the
historical, literary, and social context of that period. In this way,
valuable information has been provided to researchers to help them
prevent ancient works from being forgotten. Also, the type of
language and expression of each author and their use of unique words
and terms can indicate the author's style and work excellence.
Sometimes the book can provide new information about the society in
which the author lived. Manuscripts are considered the most important
written sources of any culture and nation. Therefore, due to the
importance of this category, the best proofreaders have always tried
also to examine the political and social situation of the author's
lifetime while correcting the texts left from the past in addition to
finding the literary, linguistic, and intellectual styles of that period.
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2. Methodology

The present study aims to introduce Entekhabe-Muntakhab-ol-
Tawarikh as one of the 11th-century historical-literary manuscripts,
and to examine its features and characteristics. During studying and
correcting (editing) the mentioned manuscript, this authors have tried
to answer these questions: What is the main topic of Entekhabe-
Muntakhab-ol-Tawarikh? Who is its author, and what are his other
works? What important linguistic, literary, and intellectual features
does the manuscript have?

Although it is a significant work in general history, the book
"Entekhabe-Muntakhab-ol-Tawarikh™ has not yet been corrected and
is still in its manuscript form. Therefore, proofreading and introducing
it as one of the valuable manuscripts in the Indian subcontinent seems
necessary.

3. Discussion

A large part of the hidden layers of each work is clarified by
examining the author's historical, social, political, and literary
conditions and how the work was created. Therefore, it is necessary
to introduce the author and his other works and explain his literary
and social status to get more familiar with the features of the work.
Entekhabe Muntakhab-ol-Tawarikh was written in 1084 A.H. by
Abd-ol-Shakur Bin-Abd-ol-Vase Tattavi Hindustani, the secretary to
the Gurkanian Empire of India. (Anousheh, 2001, 5/ p. 1703) What
we know about his life is the information given by the author himself
in the book's introduction. His main homeland is India. Abd-ol-
Shakur mentions in the opening of his work that his father was one of
the famous calligraphers of the Gurkanian Empire. In the year 93
A.H., the author's great-grandfather accompanied Muhammad Qasim
Thaghafi, the cousin of Hojjaj Bin-Yusuf, who went to the land of
Indus on the orders of Valid Bin-Abd-ol-Malik. After that, he did not
return to Iraq and stayed in Bhakkar. (Tatavi, und, 3, pp. 3-4) Apart
from this manuscript, the author has two other works kept in
uncorrected forms in the Punjab Library, Lahore. One is "Zikr ol-
Hossein," about the life of Imam Hossein, and the other is "The
History of the Twelve Imams,” both of which were written before
Entekhabe-Muntakhab-ol-Tawarikh. (Monzavi, 1995, 1/ p.565) The
book's writing coincided with the reign of Shah Suleiman Safavid in
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Iran and Aurangzeb Alamgir, the 6" powerful king of the
Gurkaninans Empire in India. The main subject of this book, as is
clear from its title, is the description of the general history of
humanity. The manuscript describes human history from the
beginning of creation to the author's lifetime, which includes five
articles.

The first article describes the status of the Messengers and the
Prophets, and the second one introduces the kings of Raba before the
Prophet of Islam (PBUH) in two chapters. The third part describes
some of the biographies of Hazrat Khair ol-Bashar and his Caliphs in
two chapters. The fourth article is a description of the kings of Islam
in Iran in four chapters, while the fifth article is about the condition of
the kings of Islam in India. (Tasbihi, 2005, p. 1703) Each of these
articles is divided into separate chapters, which provide the interested
reader with the necessary historical information by mentioning details
and giving specific and accurate dates. Although in stylistic
examination of similar texts, we sometimes come across common
characteristics and features; every author can have unique literary and
intellectual characteristics beyond linguistic similarities. Many of the
historical texts of the Persian language are written in literary prose, so
it is possible to understand their stylistic characteristics by examining
the phonetic, linguistic, etc., features of these texts. Moreover, a work
may be important and valid because it contains the sociological and
cultural issues of its time, which have been kept hidden from the
researchers. With this explanation, we will examine the stylistic
characteristics of Entekhabe-Muntakhab-ol-Tawarikh in three
linguistic, literary, and intellectual contexts.

Examining the linguistic features of the work is one of the most
important things that guide the reader towards the style of the period
and the author's personal style. The use of Arabic, Turkish, and
Indian words and expressions instead of common Persian words in
this work is more prominent. Although this is one of the
characteristics of that period's style, it can also show the author's
knowledge of Arabic vocabulary.

Bringing Persian and Arabic synonyms together, making Arabic
infinitives from Persian words, utilizing new combinations, etc. are
parts of the linguistic features of the work. Another important thing in
the stylistic examination is how to use verbs, which can show the
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period's style or the author's personal style. One of these cases is
separating the negation sign from the verb, either related to the
handwriting or the writer's unique style. Since the work is a historical
text, the author has made the most use of the past tense in telling the
narrations. In the field of literary features, the use of rhyme in
Entekhabe-Muntakhab-ol-Tawarikh is abundant. When describing
kings and people, as well as describing important gatherings and
scenes, we often come across rhymed prose. Using rhymes and puns
has increased the musicality of words in this historical text. The use
of simile, metaphor, and allusions can also be seen in the work. Some
of the allusions used in the manuscript are strange and novel. This
group of allusions is likely related to the author's life area, which will
be examined in terms of novelty and uniqueness on another occasion.
In the use of literary arrays, the author has maintained moderation
and is far from extremes. Therefore, we are facing a uniform and
simple but literary text. (Asghar, 1985, pp. 488-489)

Authors have long been using verses, anecdotes, and poems to give
credibility to their words and influence and decorate their texts. In
this historical text, the author has alluded to the Qur'anic verses and
anecdotes for the lesson learned wherever it fits with the content of
the text. Sometimes, he brought the poems of other poets as examples
or to embellish the words. Regarding the intellectual features of the
work, thinking about death and describing the end of great men is one
of the things that have a special place in the book. Therefore, the
author has tried to explain death with literary language with regret
and affect. He tries to show the powerlessness of a powerful person in
facing fate and destiny and the meanness and discredit of the world
with expressions such as horror and darkness. The author is familiar
with various sciences, such as astronomy, geography, history, and
mythology, and has used them in writing the book. When narrating
history, he sometimes refers to moral and human issues. As a result,
his work is also considered didactic.

4. Conclusion

The subject of Entekhabe Muntakhab-ol-Tawarikh is general history,
therefore, it is written in the style of its contemporary historical
books. However, through these historical narratives, certain stylistic
features can be achieved. Among the linguistic features of the work,
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one can mention the extensive use of Arabic, Turkish, and Indian
words and combinations. Verses and anecdotes are given in the book
to decorate the words and increase the educational aspect. In the
descriptions of the characters or nature, the author makes the most
use of rhymed prose; As a result, the text has acquired a more literary
taste. In discussing literary features, the author used all his power to
use arrays such as puns, similes, metaphors, and allusions. The prose
of the book is simple and narrative in most cases. The manuscript
contains geographical, historical, and social information, which is
helpful for researchers of the Indian subcontinent.

Keywords:Entekhabe-Muntakhab-ol-Tawarikh,Stylistic examination,
Persian Prose, Indian subcontinent.
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