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One consequence of urbanization in ancient times was the emergence of complex states.
Article type: However, the structure of ancient Iranian states has not been examined in detail compared to
Research Article the Greek and Roman worlds. Most researchers believe that the political structure of ancient

Iran was autocratic and hereditary. This theory can be challenged by carefully assessing the
contents of documents and comparing them with archaeological data. The following article
discusses the state of the governmental structure of the Median period in the 8th century BC.
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specifically during the time of the Medes. The chronology and their place of precedence and
Accepted: 12 November 2022 backwardness compared to what was implemented in Athens and Rome will also be
Published online: 25 March 2023 examined. The research questions are based on the examination of the data of the Neo-
Assyrian and Neo-Babylonian period sources about the structure of the Median state and the
Keywords: evaluation of the possibility of the existence of democratic structures in some of the Median
settlements or at least in two of them before the kingdom period.

Article history:
Received: 14 Jan 2022
Revised: 15 March 2022

Demécracy This research was conducted using the library method. Based on the study of written sources
Media and analysis of documents, the research shows that in a period of eight years in the history
Ecbatana of Media and also in the political structure of a part of the history of the Persians before the
Zardukku rise of the Achaemenid Empire, there were strong elements of the establishment of a
Deioces. democratic governance system.

Cite this article: Firouzi, Sorena. Sa’adat Mehr, Muhammad Amin. Sodaei, Bita (2023). From the fall of Zardukku to the Rise of Deioces;

A Median Democracy, Iranian Civilization Research, 4(2) 133-160.

© The Author(s). Publisher: Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman.
DOI: http//doi.org/ 10.22103/J1C.2023.3721



mailto:sorena.firouzi@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4014-9980
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4014-9980
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4014-9980

Il Firouzi, S. Sa’adat Mehr, M. A. Sodaei, B (2023) Iranian Civilization Research, 4(2) DOI: 10.22103/J1C.2023.3721

English Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Nowadays, the history of thought and movements related to the emergence of the perspective and
implementation of democracy in Athens is introduced. In 510 BC, with the expulsion of Hippias,
the last dictator of Athens, and the reforms carried out by Cleisthenes, a government based on
democracy came to power in Athens. What Cleisthenes did was to change the internal composition
of the tribes and eliminate aristocratic families' rule. In other words, by eliminating aristocratic
rule, equality in rights and social respect was established among all Athenian citizens (who were
only adult free men from the ten tribes of the Attica region). In Rome, just one year after the
establishment of democracy in Athens, the despotic monarchical system was overthrown, and a
structure called "republic” was established.

In 510 BC, the city of Athens achieved a republican system based on lottery. This modern system
was further developed in 507 BC with the formation of three main institutions: 1) The assembly or
"Ecclesia" (éxxAnoia), which was composed of citizens of Athens. The number of citizens at that
time was around thirty thousand, from which about six thousand would be selected by lot to enter
the assembly. 2) The Council or "Boule" (BovAn), which consisted of wise and respected
individuals who were elected after a voting process. The membership of the council was limited to
500 people. 3) The "Courts™ were responsible for the enforcement of laws passed in the assembly
and were considered the executive arm of the assembly. Members of the courts were also selected
through a general selection process from among the people. The monitoring of each institution's
performance was clearly defined in this system. The council derived from the assembly monitored
the laws passed by the assembly, and if approved, these laws were implemented by the executive
courts.

Plato was critical and opposed to democracy in Athens, considering it a phenomenon leading to
the "decline of the city-state.”" He believed that the Athenians' defeat against the Spartan army was
not due to the Persian Empire's assistance but rather the result of moral corruption and leadership
decay in Athens. Later, Aristotle, like his teacher, believed that democracy was only useful for
improving the lives of the useless poor.

The Roman Republic was established in the year 509 BC, just one year after the developments in
Athens. In this system, the "Senate” remained in the hands of the Patricians, as it had been during
the monarchy period. However, during the Republic and from the year 494 BC onwards, the role
of ordinary people became more prominent, and another legislative body called the "Comitia
Tributa™ was created. Of course, these structures were later abolished due to the conspiracies of
Julius Caesar and Octavian, between the years 50-30 BC, and a new authoritarian regime returned
to the Roman world. Alongside the Greek and Roman histories, there are also reports related to the
history of the Medes and later the Persians, which indicate the existence of similar governmental
structures to what later, happened in Athens and Rome. However, there hasn't been a deep and
detailed analysis of their nature and content. For example, how the people of Ecbatana came
together to form a society for discussion and debate on issues before the reign of Deioces, or how
Otanes of Persia knew about such a governance structure before the establishment of the
democratic system in Athens, even causing surprise to Herodotus himself. These are issues that
have remained unanswered by merely reading myths and legends. Therefore, this article aims to
analyze the data to reach historical explanations for such phenomena.
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2- Research Methodology
This research has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and a historiography
approach, with information collected through library and documentary studies.

3-Discussion

According to an inscription from Samsi-Adad V (824-811 BCE) with the ID "A.0.103.1" (ii-32),
which is related to the second half and in fact the late 9" century BC, a figure named Hanasiruka
(pa-na-si-ru-ka), "from the land of Medes" (KUR.ma-ta-a-a), appears to have been involved in a
significant battle with him during his third military campaign. In this event, as the Assyrian army
approached, the Medes left their "cities" (URU.MES-su-nu) and abandoned them at the foot of a
rugged mountain. The outcome of the war was heavy for the Median ruler; he lost his own cavalry
and palace, "the royal city of Sagbita" (URU.sag-bi-ta URU MAN-ti), along with 1200 other cities
under his control (1 LIM 2 ME URU.MES-su); settlements that were occupied, plundered and
burned down. Since the Assyrian inscription does not mention the position of Hanasiruka,
therefore, one cannot judge the nature of this person’s position in society and the extent of the great
Median Empire under his command.

The second Median figure mentioned in Assyrian inscriptions, who is mentioned not in royal
inscriptions but in "Queries" by Esarhaddon (680-669 BC), is named Mamitiarsu ("ma-mi-ti-ar-
su).We have already mentioned him earlier, but this time we learn that his position has also been
recorded, and thus we know that unlike fanasiruka, this person was only a local ruler and only in
control of a city (EN-URU sa LU.ma-da-a-a). An interesting point about this Median figure is that
according to Esarhaddon, his court was capable of receiving letters and therefore there may have
been writing in it.

Birispatri ("bi-ri-is-fa-at-ri), mentioned earlier, is the third Median figure mentioned in Assyrian
texts and we also know from his position and title of power, like Mamitiarsu, that he was described
as "man/king of the city of Medes" (LU.EN.URU sa mad-a-a) alongside him. In his fifth military
campaign (665/664 BCE), Ashurbanipal addressed him as follows. The aforementioned Assyrian
king wrote that Biris/atri refused to accept his rule, resulting in a battle between the Assyrian and
Median armies and their ally, the army of KUR.sa-/i, and the captivity of Birispatri and the
occupation of the aforementioned two territories (75 cities in total).

In a well-known tablet called ABC 3, which deals with the fall of the city of Nineveh at the hands
of the armies of Media and Babylonia, Nabopolassar refers to the Median king as "u-ma-kis-tar"
and with the title of "the king of Mandaforces) (Sarri umman-man-da).This king is identified with
Cyaxares and Astibaras in Greek reports, and Uvaxshtra in Darius the Great's inscription at
Behistun.

The analysis of the non-Mesopotamian sourcesand their study along with the data documented in
Mesopotamia inscriptions reveals the following about the content of the Median kings:

1. The near correspondence of the name and chronology of the mythical figure " Hardukka™ or
"Zardukku™ or "za-ar-du-ka-a" or “za-a-rdu-uk-ka" with the reign of Artycas (738-708 BC), the
ruler of the "Harzianu" (URU. fa-ar-zi-a-nu/i) in Assyrian inscriptions (letter to the god Ashur and
the Stele of Najafabad), which was attacked and plundered by Sargon Il of Assyria (although the
attack took place several years before 708 BC, around 714 BC), shows that the fourth figure in the
mythical royal inscriptions has the potential for historical alignment after removing the story's
fictional elements.
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The individual in question, was not a ruler of a large territorial domain but rather considered a city-
state governor (LU.EN.URU), yet he was at the core of these events. Such discrepancies resulting
from exaggeration in myths are common.

2. Data derived from Diodorus quoting Ctesias (quoting archives of the Achaemenid court) and the
Achaemenid archives mentioning 8 kings do not contradict Herodotus' data (4 last kings) and what
other texts have stated. Rather, they complement each other and are listed in harmony.Herodotus
begins the story of the election of Deioces in Ecbatana without explaining why or how the people
suddenly came to the conclusion that they should establish an assembly for discussion and debate,
and then determine their future political direction through voting. However, according to what
Diodorus wrote quoting Ctesias, who in turn quoted Achaemenid court archives, we understand
that this culture existed during a period when at least some Median settlements, or at least the cities
of Harzianu and Ecbatana, had a democratic government-city structure (assembly-based) and this
lasted from the end of the reign of Artycas in myths (possibly equal to Zardukku in history) in 708
BC until the emergence of Deioces in the Ecbatana (700/699 BC)and his expanding realm, the
political culture allowed for calculable change. It was in such a context where ultimately the people
of Ecbatana turned to choosing another leader in Deioces and reestablishing the monarchy system
within its bounds.

3. What was held in the assembly of Ecbatana and also the period of government where a judge
was in charge, likely intended to resemble later examples but with a similar structure such as the
temporary government of representatives and judges in Greece known as "archons"” and also the
rule of judges among Jews during the Babylonian era (according to Eusebius' report in Chronicle).
Furthermore, the timeframe of this government period in scattered Median city-states corresponds
to the gap between the end of Artycas’ monarchy in Ctesias’ report (708 BC) and the ascension of
Deioces in Herodotus' report (700 BC) for about 8 years. In other words, between the end of
Artycas’ monarchy based on Eusebius' information and the rise of Deioces, there is an interesting
8-year gap that corresponds accurately with the conditions reported prior to the recent selection of
a new king, creating its temporal position.

4. Based on the overlapping dating between Deioces’judgeship and his reign (prior to 700 BC until
648 BC) and the periods of Arbianes' (708-686BC) and Artaeus' (687-647BC) rule on one hand,
and the precise correspondence of their respective reigns, government periods, and actions among
the last three Median kings (Phraortes, Cyaxares, and Astyages) in Herodotus' list, and the last
three (Artynes, Astibaras, and Aspandas) in Ctesias’ list (according to Diodorus' account) on the
other hand, it seems that Arbianes was the title or real name of Deioces before he became king and
during his judgeship, following the non-monarchical model of city-states. Artaeus, on the other
hand, was the name or title of the same person after being elected king by the assembly of Ecbatana.
This shows that there is no conflict between the two reports.

4- Conclusion

In the current article, based on a consistent chronology with historical documents and written
sources from the Media region, a non-monarchical period in the history of Media territories before
the emergence of a widespread monarchy system is demonstrated, dated to the last decade of the
8" century BC. During this period, after the collapse of local rulers' power and the relative
weakness of Media settlements and cities (some of which are mentioned in inscriptions such as
Sargon II's), at least two cities, Harzianu and Ecbatana, established a short-lived system of council
and community-based governance. Eventually, within this structure and in one of these settlements,
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Ecbatana, Deioceswas chosen as king, ending the previous system. Moreover, the components of
this assembly-based system made significant changes to the political structure of the later Persian
Empire a century later, separating the legislative and judicial branches from the power of the king.
However, with the rise of Cyrus the Great, the full authority of monarchy returned to its previous
state.
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