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Sassanians.

class. The Zoroastrian priests who formed the ruling class, considering the chaotic situation
of the Sassanid society, which had suffered many crises, including the crisis of legitimacy,
sought to preserve the government, and one of their most important measures was the
selection of a priest named Ardaviraf from among the chosen priests. It was to go on a
religious journey and write his observations in the form of a narrative of heaven and hell.
Therefore, although Ardavirafnameh is a religious text, but by going deeper into it, one can
infer various aspects from it, which narrates the society, politics and ancient history of Iran.
This article has a question under the title of whether Ardavirafnameh has moved towards
ideology or utopia. And why It examines the dialectic of ideology and utopia in it and finds
that the ideology of this work is bolder and heavier than utopia, and therefore, by ordering
this book to Arda Viraf, the Zoroastrian theologians sought to preserve the status quo and
reduce the legitimacy crisis of the Sassanid political system. . Accordingly, the theoretical
framework of Mannheim's sociology of knowledge and Skinner's method have been used,
both of which emphasize the role of society, history and thought and can help in the historical
and textual reflection of this article.
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1. Introduction

Arda Viraf is a religious text left from ancient Iran. This work shows the crisis of society, especially
the crisis of the collapse of the family, religion, and the imperial system, compared to other
surviving texts, including Ahad Ardeshir. Because its final composition was probably done in the
4th or 5th century AH / 10th or 11th AD, so the influence of the Persian language can be seen in it
(Tafazli, 1400: 169). This book is written in 101 chapters and tells the story of the people of the
Sassanid period. The first chapter of the book describes how to climb Arda Viraf. From the seventh
to the sixteenth chapter, he describes heaven and the people of heaven, and from the sixteenth
chapter to the end of the book, he spends most of it describing hell and the people of hell.

Arda Viraf can be examined from different social and political angles of the Sasanian era. One of
the most important aspects of it is politics and political thought, because Arda Viraf is a religious
text written in the heart of the ruling power. The author of this work, Arda Viraf, can also be
considered one of the ancient Sharia writers of Iran, who during the Sassanid period, in addition to
trying to revive religion, also tried to preserve the family and the government. Accordingly, we
used Mannheim's sociology of knowledge to represent its utopian and ideological features by
analyzing this work. The question of the article is whether Arda Virafnameh has moved towards
ideology or utopia? And why the hypothesis of the article is based on the fact that it seems that
Arda Virafnameh has an ideological tendency in the dialectic of utopia and ideology and seeks to
maintain the status quo and the stability of the ruling government and ideology.

2. Reaserch Methodolog

This article seeks to analyze the dialectic of ideology or utopia in ancient Iran, for this reason the
discussed history and at the same time the society of Iranshahr at the end of Sassanid period is
important. Sharia writing and knowledge of the ideal society are examined and judged from
Mobdan's point of view. Based on this, we tried to get help from Karl Mannheim's sociology of
knowledge, which is closely related to this issue. Mannheim treated intellectuals as relatively
classless, in the sense that they could transcend their core group to pursue their ideals (Kurzman
and Owens, 2002: 63). In such a society, two groups of intellectuals are formed. The first group
seeks to maintain the status quo and wants to maintain the existing political system, but the second
group, on the other hand, seeks to change the status quo and constantly tries to create ideas that
will transform society. According to Mannheim, the first group is looking for ideology and the
second group is looking for utopia. Therefore, according to the topic of the article, which seeks to
analyze the ideology or utopia of the text of Arda Viraf Nameh, Mannheim's sociology of
knowledge has been used.

Skinner's hermeneutic method has been used in this article, because thought has been examined
using the text of Ardaviraf Nameh in a social and historical context. In hermeneutic methods, either
the text or the context is emphasized. In contextualism, the background and historical context
determines the purpose and meaning of the text, and in textualism, the coherence of the text and
the persuasiveness of the evidence are discussed. In Skinner's method, textualism and
contextualism are considered simultaneously.

3. Discussion
The paradise described by Arda Viraf is the reward of those who did not turn their backs on their
religion, took care of their families and supported the political system. Therefore, aside from moral
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issues such as truthfulness, Arda Viraf seeks to build a society that includes good rulers, obedient
women, and pious people. The solid foundations of government, family and religion that formed
the structure of Sasanian society.

Mannheim considers utopian thought as an imaginary image of social reality like ideology, but he
believes that utopia, unlike ideology, has the dynamic of changing the shape of that reality into an
image of that reality itself (Berger and Lukman, 1375: 19). It is this dynamic of transformation that
can lead to the creation of the first chapters of Arda Viraf Nameh. In these initial chapters, which
constitute a short part of the book, Arda Viraf seeks to change the status quo, especially the change
of the status quo of religion, which is the foundation of the Sassanid political and social system.
By writing this short section in Arda Viraf Namah, he wants to change the existing moral situation
and bring the society to worldly and hereafter happiness.

In the Sasanian society, the origin is with the father and with the king, and the family is the reduced
form of government and is considered the basis of power in the society (Islami, 2016: 37). In
particular, by creating fear of hellish torments, they try to restore the prosperity of religion, and in
this way they help to preserve the family and the government, and as a result, the power of the
religious people is also restored. This entanglement of religion, government and family leads to an
ideological structure that is mentioned in various places in Arda Viraf Nameh and shows that the
preservation of the status quo was followed seriously during this period. The use of the eagle and
torment and showing a terrible and terrifying God who must guide people to happiness by force is
one of the important features of this era. In this way, the tolerant, pluralistic and human-centered
model of Achaemenid politics gives way to the religious, monotheistic (monistic) and God-
centered model of Sassanid politics, and finally the political regime collapses from within. (ibid:
43). By writing religious texts such as Arda and VVafnameh and interweaving religion, government
and family as the axes of their ideology, the Sasanians tried to maintain the status quo and fueled
it by creating fear of the eagle and punishment after death.

4. Conclusion

In the main part of the book, Arda viraf seeks to maintain the status quo by producing ideology and
wants to help the ruling class and the government by creating a work that is considered a form of
government ideology. In these chapters, by drawing torment and hell, especially the situation of
women, it is warned that if the society does not move towards preserving religion, family, and
finally the government, it will suffer painful torments in the hereafter. In the dialectic between
utopia and ideology in Arda Viraf Nameh, we can talk about the weight of ideology. He wants to
preserve the three institutions of the family, religion and the emperor, which are the most important
ideological foundations of the government, because the Mobdans realized that the legitimacy of
the government and its foundation is in danger. Therefore, in drawing this dialectic, ideology has
priority and Arda Virafnameh should be considered an ideological text centered on preserving the
family, religion and the imperial system, which sought to preserve the religious power of the
Sassanids.
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