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Avrticle Info ABSTRACT

The themes and issues related to the theoretical philosophy of history are as old as human
Avrticle type: life. Religions and intellectual-philosophical schools have each expressed their view of
Research Article history and its movement depending on the type of their ontological foundations. Answering

the three main questions of the theoretical philosophy of history (stimulus, path, goal) is one
of the issues of concern to religions and philosophical schools. Although Kasravi turned
away from philosophical thinking and its nature and considered attention to it to be the cause
of man's destruction, his religious approach to the course of world history and establishing
an independent intellectual system for himself somehow forced him to respond to The basic
Accepted: 29 November 2022 questions of the theoretical philosophy of history. In this article, an attempt is made to find
Published online: 25 March 2023 answers to the three main questions of the theoretical philosophy of history in Kasravi's
thoughts. This research, which was conducted based on historical, descriptive-analytical
Keywords: research methods and Kasravi's works, will show that according to Kasravi's religious
approach, the driving force of history, from his point of view, is the battle between the nature
of good and evil (soul and soul) of man and the role of divine providence. It is to bring the
excited ones. From his point of view, the path of history in two dimensions of human nature
is complete and progressing, and the goal and end of history is the connection of science,

the path of history, religion and belief to another world in the continuation of the current world.
the end of history.
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1. Introduction

Philosophy of history is divided into two types: theoretical philosophy and philosophy of science.
In the theoretical philosophy of history, the philosopher of history seeks to understand the purpose
and meaning of the overall process of history. In fact, his view is on the whole course of history.
Kasravi's view of philosophy was generally negative. From his point of view, the foundation of
philosophy was formed on assumptions and the truth had no way in its themes. From his point of
view, the spread of this science was considered to be one of the most important causes of people's
misguidance and irreligion. As he mentioned: lllusions prevailed over this knowledge. According
to Kasravi, the foundation of philosophy did not want to separate man from animal from the
beginning, and this has deceived Plato to Nietzsche, and they only paid attention to the animal
dimension of man. This is one of the differences between religion and philosophy, which considers
man to be the chosen creation, but philosophy considers man to be the same as nature and animals.
According to his belief in two dimensions of human being, i.e. soul and soul, Kasravi considered
strengthening the soul and moral issues only through the teachings of religions and prophets. Based
on this approach, the difference between human and animal nature, Kasravi's methodology should
also be based on idealism in unnatural sciences, but he was interested in positivist methodology.
Kasravi's belief in the foundations of positivist methodology in order to accept it from the wise
men and scientists of the world and his interest in the globalization of his ideology caused his
religious approach to have a rationalist character. He tried a lot to show that there is a connection
between his thoughts and new sciences; although he considered the two to be different from each
other. Now, according to these explanations, this research focuses on the following fundamental
questions:

First question: What was Kasravi's view and approach towards the theoretical philosophy of
history?

Second question: What concepts were the foundations of the theoretical philosophy of history
(stimulus, path and goal) based on Kasravi's point of view?

2. Reaserch Methodology

Based on the topic and its nature, the method and performance of the current research is descriptive-
analytical based on library studies. Thus, in this research, the driving force of history and issues
including the role of the hero in history, the risers and the kings, the discussion of race and divine
providence are discussed, then the course of history and its end are discussed.

In response to the questions of this research, the following assumptions have been considered:
First hypothesis: Although Kasravi turned away from philosophy, the concepts of theoretical
philosophy of history are evident in his works and writings, especially in Peyman magazine.

The second hypothesis: In relation to the driving force of history, the role of the hero, the roused
and the kings, and the divine providence and the path of history towards progress and excellence
in the two dimensions of soul and soul, and the goal of history is the connection of this world with
that world and the connection of science and Religion is known.

3. Discussion

3.1 The driving force of history

The driving topic of history is one of the most important topics of the theoretical philosophy of
history. In religious attitudes, the conflict between good and evil and the domination of one over
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the other is considered the basis of history. In conventional linear philosophy, factors such as
science and knowledge, economy, thought, etc. are known as the drivers of history. From the point
of view of Kasravi, the movement in history takes place in two directions according to the dual
nature of man (body and soul) and despite the difference in the direction of movement, they move
in the same direction and towards the exaltation of man. With such an approach, from his point of
view, the driving force of history was the conflict between good and evil and the rise of prophets
as heroes of history to show the way of salvation. From Kasravi's point of view, apart from
prophets, some kings with special moral characteristics were also considered as heroes and movers
of history. Kasravi also considered the development of science and knowledge to advance the
material comfort of man as one of the other driving factors of history.

3.2 The path of history; Development

According to Kasravi's writings, the slogan of the philosophy of progress realized in the West was
nothing more than an idea because they only progressed in the physical dimension of man and
neglected the psychological dimension. According to Kasravi, the requirement for the full
realization of the philosophy of progress is to pay attention to religion and follow the rituals of life
for progress. Kasravi makes progress in the psychological field possible through religion. From his
point of view, the important factor of progress and regression of a mass in the psychological field
should be realized in three issues: 1- Thoughts and beliefs 2- Good and bad temperaments 3- Ritual
of life and its way. Based on this, from his point of view, the focus of human progress is the ideas
based on wisdom, which were carried out through religions and with the guidance of prophets.
3.3 The end of history

Kasravi said in this context: "The creator of this world always wants to go forward and walk this
path step by step, and from this we know that the future of the world will be better and more
glorious than its past".

Kasravi's attention to the progress of science made him imagine the end of history as the domination
of science and the world's scientists and wise men along with his pure religion. Although he
believed in the different path of the mind (religion) and the subject of the soul (science) in the issue
of progress, but for the purpose of history, he proposes the companionship and synchronicity of
religion alongside science. As he writes, "We have knowledge and scientists in front of us today,
and in every word we say, we must not forget them, and our words must be in harmony with
knowledge." The future of the world lies with the world's scientists and wise men, and they are the
ones who can lead the world to a better path. This way that we started is separate from the
knowledges and itself a device against the knowledges, but it is higher. which is the way of wisdom
and the way of religion, but at the same time, it should be compatible with knowledge and benefit
from it. It is one of the secrets of our work that we value knowledge. And we try to combine it with
religion. We should tell the scientists that there is another world behind this material world. We
should eliminate the separation between religion and knowledge and bring these two together.

4. Conclusion

According to what was discussed in this research, it should be said that although Kasravi did not
have a positive mindset about philosophy and considered this science to be full of illusions and its
themes devoid of truth, but in his works and writings, especially the magazine Peyman, it is
possible to extract the foundations of the theoretical philosophy of history (the driving force of
history, the path and end of history). In this way, Kasravi, when he deals with the driving force of
history (driving force), refers to the role of the hero, which includes the leaders and kings, and also
refers to the role of divine providence and destiny. Kasravi about the mission of the chosen ones
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and the awakened ones first raises the issue of good and evil and believes that humans are naturally
inclined to evil forces, but the mission of the awakened ones is to guide and guide them towards
the forces of good. In addition, he mentions kings as heroes in history who saved the masses from
dispersion and brought security to the country. Regarding the role of divine providence and destiny
as the driving force of history, Kasravi has discussed the role of human effort and effort on the one
hand and the role of divine providence on the other hand.

About the path of history, which is another component of the theoretical philosophy of history,
Kasravi believes that the path of history is towards excellence and progress in two dimensions of
soul and soul. In this way, according to his religious and ideological approach, while criticizing the
approach of positivisms, which have only focused on the role of science and wisdom in this
category and left religion aside, he has brought that man apart from his body (soul) has a spiritual
gem. Therefore, in addition to paying attention to science and wisdom, which increases knowledge
and making useful tools, religious awareness and knowledge also causes the correct understanding
of the meaning of life.

And finally, it should be mentioned about the end of history from Kasravi's point of view, that in
this regard, he considered science and religion to be together and at the same time, and he
emphasizes the connection of this world with the other world, and believes that with the destruction
of the body, the soul It does not disappear and migrates to another world and believes that the
results of human actions and works in this world are reflected in the other world.
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