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regard, Abd al-Razzaq Samarkandi was sent to Calicut and Vijayanagar through Hormuz in
the Persian Gulf. Due to the extensive influence of King Hormuz in the Persian Gulf and
the many problems that faced Ab al-Razzaq both during his journey and during his stay in
the two aforementioned destinations, it is necessary to investigate his embassy to better
understand the process and results of Shahrukh's foreign policy. The present study seeks to
answer the question, "What was the purpose of the embassy of Abd al-Razzaq Samarkandi
and what was the reaction of King Hormuz to it?" The method of this research is historical
with a descriptive-analytical approach, and a library method was used in data
collection.This study shows that the embassy of Abd al-Razzaq Samarkandi, contrary to the
religious and preaching appearance, was more of a political and economic nature and was
done with the aim of opening the doors of direct trade relations and increasing the influence
of the Timurid government in South India; But since the kings of Hormuz traditionally had
the monopoly of trade between southern India and Iran, they considered this embassy as a
threat to their interests and tried to thwart it. In this way, the objectives of the Timurid
government were not fulfilled from this embassy due to the extensive disruption of the king
of Hormuz.
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1. Introduction

The era of Shahrukh (1409-1446) witnessed the change of attitude of the Timurid government from
openness to peaceful relations with its neighbors, including the land of India. Geographically,
communication with India was possible in two ways; One of the land route is through Khorasan
with the North of India, the second is the sea route through Hormuz with the South of this country.
One of Shah Rukh's prominent policies was that in addition to the connection with North India,
which had started from the Timur period; Expanded relations with the local governments of South
India. In this regard, in 845 AH, Abd-al-Razzaq Samarkandi was sent to Calicut and Bijangarh
through Hormuz. Due to the extensive influence of King Hormuz in the Persian Gulf and the many
problems that Abd-al-Razzaq faced both during his journey and during his stay in the two
mentioned destinations, it is necessary to investigate his embassy to better understand the process
and results of Shahrukh's foreign policy. The present study seeks to answer the question, "What
was the purpose of the embassy Abd-al- Razzaq Samarkandi?" To what extent did he achieve these
goals and what was the reaction of King Hormuz to it?"

2. Research Methodology

In this research, it is attemoted to clarify the goals and motivations of his embassy and evaluate its
success rate through rereading the account of Abdul Razzaq Samarkandi's trip to South India. In
order to advance the research, other parts of his book are used in addition to other sources of the
Timurid era. Due to the lack of material works of this embassy, the sources of this research are
limited to written sources.

3. Discussion

In 845 A.H. Abd-al-Razzaq Samarkandi went to Calicut on the coast of Malibar (Malabar) from
Shah Rukh; But following the disruption of government officials, businessmen and officials of
Hormuz, his embassy was faced with bitterness. Although the official report of Abd-al-Razzaq
stated that the purpose of this mission was to invite the ruler of Calicut to Islam, however, the
adventures and problems that he encountered during the journey, as well as in Calicut and
Bijangarh, mainly from Hormuz merchants, raise doubts about the propagandistic nature of this
embassy. If the purpose of this embassy is considered to be only the propagation of Islam, then it
is not possible to justify the opposition of the Muslim Hormouzias to Abd-al-Razzaq and their
disruptions in his mission. In this way, it seems that Hormozians did not have a purely propaganda
view of the goals of his trip, and it is assumed that they must have considered this mission as a
political or economic threat to themselves.

Assuming the truth of Abd-al-Razzaq's reports, it is clear that the Hormouzians have seriously tried
to defeat or undermine his mission. The reason for this can be found in the privileged commercial
position of Hormuz and its special political status as a local government. The insular position of
the capital of the Hormuz Monarchy, Jerun Island (Hormoz) at the entrance to the Persian Gulf,
gave the Hormuz Monarchy the ability to control the passage of ships and, as a result, control the
maritime trade between the Indian Ocean and the Persian Gulf. In addition to the commercial
advantage, Jerun Island also had a defensive advantage for the monarchs of Hormuz and helped to
maintain their existence against the central and local governments and other land-based invaders.
The survival of this state for more than two centuries and the preservation of its self-government
until the beginning of the 15th century is indicative of this fact. Thus, Hormuz was of unique
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importance as a connecting point and intermediary of trade between the Indian Ocean and the lands
of the Persian Gulf basin, including the interior areas of Iran.

Descriptions of Abd-al-Razzaq Samargandi shows Hormuz as the destination of traders from
Egypt, Syria, Rome, Azerbaijan, Arab Iraq, Ajam Iraq, Fars, Khorasan, Trans-Nahar, Turkestan,
Qabchag plain and all the eastern regions, China and Machin (South China) as well as residents of
Daryabar (coasts) north and south of the Persian Gulf and Oman Sea and the Arabian coast to Aden
and Jeddah. He described and mentioned the exquisite and precious goods that sailors brought there
(Samargandi, 1383: 513-514). In fact, the economic life of this government was related to its
commercial advantage. According to this issue, their failure in the mission of Abd-al-Razzaq
Samarkandi can be related to the effort to maintain this privileged commercial position.
Establishing a direct and successful contact between the Timurid government and South India,
which was the business domain of the Hormuzians, was considered a threat to their interests.

4. Conclusion

After the period of Timur, when the relations with India were limited to North India and were
carried out through the land route east and south of Khorasan, the embassy of Abd-al-Razzaq
Samarkandi was a unique action that was carried out with the aim of establishing direct relations
with South India. Since at this time, about a century and a half had passed since the establishment
of the sovereignty of the Hormuz monarchs in the Persian Gulf and they dominated the trade
between the ports of India and the Persian Gulf, Shahrukh's action led to the reaction of the Hormoz
monarchs. Although Hormuz princes were officially subordinate to the Timurids, they did not
hesitate to defend their exclusive interests in maritime trade and thwarted the mission of Abd-al-
Razzaq Samarkandi in various ways. They delayed his sea voyage from Hormuz in such a way that
he was caught by contrary winds and the voyage was prolonged. Also, in Calicut and Bijangarh,
Hormozi's merchants or agents questioned the authenticity of his representation and created an
atmosphere of distrust against him. On the one hand, these disruptions caused no concrete results
to be obtained from this trip, and on the other hand, it showed that this embassy was somewhat
economic and political in Hormuzian's view; In the sense that its success opened the way for the
Timurids to exercise direct authority in the Persian Gulf. In this way, based on the character of
Abd-al-Razzaq as a religious man or hints about the possibility of calling the governor of Calicut
to Islam, the nature of this embassy should not be considered missionary and religious. In addition,
the fact that the Hormouzians successfully overshadowed Abd-al-Razzaq's embassy with measures
that can be referred to as covert diplomacy is one of the secrets of their long-term success in the
Persian Gulf. Although on the one hand due to the reaction of the Hormuzians and on the other
hand the death of Shahrukh and the subsequent instability within two years of Abd-al-Razzaq's
return, this embassy did not have an immediate achievement for the Timurid government; But in
the long run, as a link in the chain of historical relations between Iran and India, it helped the
communication and familiarity between the southern India and Iran. The expansion of
communication with South India in the Safavid era can be seen as a continuation of the efforts of
the Timurid era.
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