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of some thinkers. They have proposed theories by formulating the rules governing the
development of states. Ibn Khaldoun is one of these thinkers who proposed a theory to
understand the rise and fall of states. The Seljuq dynasty, which ruled the land of Iran for
about two centuries, is the first Illyrian state that dominated this land, and from this point of
view, it is important to think about how this state was formed. The current research aims to
explain the formation of this dynasty based on Ibn Khaldoun's theory in a descriptive-
analytical way. The present study aims to answer the question in a descriptive-analytical way,
which factors are the basis for the emergence of the Seljuk dynasty according to Ibn
Khaldun? The findings indicate that the variables mentioned in Ibn Khaldoun's theory, such
as the Illyrian origin of the Seljuks, tribal nervousness, the reproduction of the power
structure using force and the weakened nervousness of the established government
(Ghaznavids), were the most important factors have played a role in the rise of the Seljuks.
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1. Introduction

The issue of emergence, growth, decline and fall of governments has attracted the attention of some
thinkers By trying to formulate the rules governing the development of governments through
identifying the causes and effective factors in the field of government formation, the types of
governance, the relations between the government and the nation, and finally the collapse and
degeneration of the governments, they propose theories. Ibn Khaldoun is one of these thinkers who
proposed a cycle theory to understand the rise and fall of states (Fakhouri and Jar, 2011: 732). He
emphasizes the link between sociological thought and historical considerations (Ritzer, 2017: 8).
It is obvious that the use of this theory can be useful and helpful in explaining and analyzing
historical issues and events. . This research aims to analyze the emergence of the Seljuq dynasty as
one of the important events in the history of Iran by using Ibn Khaldoun's theory. One of the most
important governments of the middle Ages in Iran during the Islamic period is the Seljuk
government, which was established in the fifth century and during its two centuries of rule, it had
a lasting impact on Iranian and West Asian society. The Seljuks were a group of Turkomans who
entered the territory of Iran in the early 5th century. After pushing the Ghaznavids back to India
and defeating the Buyhi sultans and local governments. How these nomadic people were able to
overcome the powerful and orderly Ghaznavid army and by reaching Khorasan, pave their way to
dominate the whole of Western Asia, is the issue of this research. In other words, the aim of the
research is to provide a clear answer to the question, which factors paved the way for the emergence
of the Seljuk dynasty? Based on Ibn Khaldun's theoretical point of view, the hypothesis that the
present research tries to test is that the existence of tribal nervousness is the most important factor
in the formation of the Seljuk government and its weakness has also weakened this government.

2. Reaserch Methodology

In the present study, the way the Seljuq dynasty emerged based on Ibn Khaldoun's theory has been
investigated. In this way, firstly, Ion Khaldun's intended variables such as nervousness and its roots
and consequences of its strength and weakness were extracted from his works And then the
interpretation of the narratives of the rise of the Seljuks based on these variables has been discussed.
For the study of the narrative of the Seljugs, various first-hand historical sources, research articles
and theoretical works have been used.

3. Discussion

The Seljugs were one of the Oghuz tribes who, in coordination and alliance with the Turkish tribes,
turned to the land beyond the river and Khorasan and formed a unified government in Iran for the
first time. They were nomadic people who, in order to meet their needs, due to the increase in the
population of tribes and the increase in cattle, they had a shortage of pastures and were forced to
move permanently. Ibn Khaldun argues that the basis of the formation of governments is the
existence of nervousness in the sense of a system of inter-subjective symbols, ethnic pride and deep
social bonds. These concepts are rooted and strengthened in Bedouin. The Seljuks originally owed
their nervousness to the Ili descent. The nervousness of the Oghuz tribes was revealed in
combination with other tribes such as the Uighur, Qabchag and Qarlak, and the military power was
the result of this solidarity, which brought them into Jend. Ibn-Khaldun considers a dialectical
relationship between nervousness and political authority. He argues that since nervousness has its
roots in Bedouinism, therefore, with the structural change of the livelihood situation from



Roshani, M. Khazaei, S. Shahrokhi, S, A. (2023) Iranian Civilization Research, 5(1)  DOI: 10.22103/J1C.2023.21246.1183

English Extended Abstract

Bedouinism to urbanism, the nervousness of the first generations will decline due to the rulers
getting used to the prosperity and comfort of urban life, In this way, the nervousness that is the
cause of the formation of the government at the beginning will decline with the achievement of the
government and its institutionalization.

4. Conclusion

On the one hand, the strong nervousness of Selajga and the weakened nervousness of the
Ghaznavids due to public dissatisfaction and the tyranny of the Ghaznavid rulers, on the other hand,
became the basis for Selajga gaining power and the general tendency of the people of Khorasan
towards their rule. Ibn Khaldun believes that governments go through the stages of birth, growth,
maturity, old age and death, just like humans. Based on the data presented about the Ghaznavid
government, it can be said that this dynasty does not go beyond the first three stages considered by
Ibn Khaldun, i.e. birth, growth and maturity, Ibn-Khaldun states some harms related to the states
that provide grounds for their destruction. Among these harms, we can mention the tyranny and
cruelty of the rulers to the people, appointing unfit people to rule, and the ruler's partnership with
looters. When the ruler enters the field of economy and appropriates all the wealth and property,
corruption covers all the elements of the government. At the time of Selajgah's appearance, the
situation in Khorasan was troubled. The ruler of Khorasan collected heavy taxes from the people
and made Sultan Masoud a partner in the properties taken by force. In other regions of the country,
some governors used to hoard people's necessities such as wheat. According to Ibn Khaldun's point
of view, new governments emerge when the neighboring nations and tribes become aware of the
decline and crisis in the established government or gather many people through recruitment. Or try
to overthrow the established government and achieve the monarchy by strengthening their own
forces and increasing nervousness among themselves. When they infiltrated the government of
Sultan Mahmud and Masoud and found out about the limitations and weaknesses of the
government, they tried to harm them whenever there was an opportunity and finally, by having
stronger nervousness and using conflicting behavior and numerous mistakes in governance, Sultan
Masoud was able to defeat them and annex their territory to his possessions.
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