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education, worked and retired through a process that was very similar to the hiring process
of men. The women who taught middle and lower class girls in the cities and villages with
the 6th grade and later in the structure of the Ministry of Education created an important
change in the level of Iranian society by entering this field. The issue of how the hiring
process and then control over their work was like can be one of the most important indicators
of Reza Shah's era. Among them, the teachers of Kerman state have been considered, because
this state had many deprived areas during the period under review, and there was also
religious and ethnic diversity in it. In this research, the cases of several women teachers have
been explored from the stage of employment to retirement, and the research has been
prepared and organized by posing the question of what was the activity status of women
teachers in the era of Reza Shah Pahlavi in Kerman province. Therefore, the research has
been compiled. The results show that, in their first steps, women teachers have faced many
problems in terms of rights, place of life, maternal and female responsibilities. Iranian society
has not been very ready to accept womenteachers in the new form of education.
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1. Introduction

From the 18th century onwards, the presence of women in society has always been considered one
of the main characteristics of the modern era. The presence of women in service jobs such as
nursing, labor or production jobs such as spinning, weaving has a long history, but their role as a
teacher required the creation of an educational background that existed in Iran shortly before the
constitution. After that, the teaching of educated women from sixth grade to diploma is one of the
important and new characteristics in the era of Reza Shah. Women teachers entered the field of
education, worked and retired during a process that was very similar to the process of hiring men
in the Ministry of Culture (Cronin, 2004: 245). Women created an important transformation in
Iranian society, therefore the issue of how the hiring process and then control over the work of
women teachers was one of the indicators of the contemporary history of Iran. Among them, the
female teachers of Kerman state have a special place because this state had many deprived areas
during the study period and there is also ethnic and religious diversity in it. This research has
explored this issue by examining several cases of women teachers in Kerman from the stage of
employment to retirement. The aim of this study is to know the status of women who entered social
and cultural activities for the first time and created a new phenomenon at the level of Iranian
society. Therefore, it has prepared and arranged by asking the question, how was the status of
women teachers in the era of Reza Shah in Kerman province?

2- Research method

Since official documents are needed for the administrative review of the activities of a government
institution such as education, and this research is based on the examination of several cases of
women teachers in Kerman province that existed in the National Library and Records Organization
of Iran, taking into account the continuity of the time period of 1925- 1941 and the distribution of
the geographical location of Kerman state has been prepared and arranged as a library.

3-Discussion

Examining the file of teacher applicants in education during the era of Reza Shah had a complicated
and time-consuming process that examined men and women alike, in the examination of three
employment cases in 1306 and 1316, in a way, the process of the evolution of the employment of
female teachers shows the desired course in the province of Kerman.

The files include things such as birth certificate, absence of bad background, marriage, nationality,
religion, place of education, level of education and certificate. Through them, it is possible to find
that the women who requested to be teachers were mostly in their twenties and mostly married.
The employment contracts were one-sided and the ministry had the right to cancel them
unilaterally. The working hours were about thirty hours a week and the summer salary was given
to those who had worked for nine months during the academic year.(Sakma, 16: 99/297/703)

The salaries of female teachers changed during different periods and during the investigations it
was found that apart from the fixed salaries, they were also given promotions.(Sakma,11:
99/297/703). Of course, among these cases, there are letters from women who had financial
problems due to the inadequacy of their salaries, to the extent that a female teacher from Kerman
wrote a letter to the Shah.(Sakma, 8: 99/297/1172)
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Also, if a female teacher fell ill or had female issues such as pregnancy or childbirth during the
period under review and was unable to continue working, she had the right to introduce a teacher
as her substitute who had the necessary qualifications to teach the class during her absence in order
to the class left without a teacher during her absence.(Sakma,5: 99/297/703) Women teachers have
also faced problems such as distance from the place of work and commuting, especially in states
like Kerman, which had villages and neighborhoods far from the center and without
amenities.(Sakma,3: 99/297/791)

4-The result

Social reforms in the structure of modern governments are always accompanied by strong legalism.
Bringing people into new social structures and institution building is one of the distinctive features
of this type of government. The period of Reza Shah is one of the most important periods in the
contemporary history of Iran in terms of institution building and especially in the creation of social
and educational institutions. This type of organization and legislation is a process that almost all
sections of the society will participate based on the desire of the central government. Modern
education in this period needed teachers first of all. This was a double issue for girls. The female
teacher was important because families allowed their daughters to go to school. But in order to
have a female teacher, it was necessary to have educated women, so due to the shortage in this
field, women with less education were also used, who would later gradually complete their
education and receive higher ranks. But there were some important issues in this issue, women
were supposed to be equal to men in entering the community of teachers. Therefore, in the forms
that were filled, the working hours, the workplace, the activities requested from the teachers, the
transfer and the type of contracts (contractual, permanent) and many other issues of the requests
were the same. This was while the woman still had her traditional role. Usually, the female teacher
had small children, she had issues such as childbirth, it was difficult for her to travel and sometimes
she could not be away from her family. Therefore, she would have a dilemma between entering the
society and the educational institution on the one hand and preserving the privacy of teaching and
motherhood on the other hand. That is why, in the reviewed cases, the amount of complaints against
the female teachers of the educational organization, as well as the frustration and complaints of the
female teachers, can be clearly seen.

Nevertheless, the creation of a new group of middle-class women as female teachers in Iran's
cultural structure, which has played an important role in the growth of Iranian girls, is undeniable,
and the boldness of the presence of female teachers in education can be received in a letter from a
female teacher to Reza Shah. If we consider Iran as a whole, Kerman was considered as a part of
the regional center of the country, where the presence of women teachers, although with many
problems, was a unique feat in that region.
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