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Article Info ABSTRACT
Landscape architecture experienced various innovations in the middle and late centuries of
Article type: Islamic era. One of these innovations was using water in architectural elements, especially

in gardens and palaces. According to archeological evidence, ancient Iranian architectures
have always benefitted from water, fountains, ponds and pools in Persian gardens. However,
the first examples and the zenith manifestation of this architectural model in the Islamic era
were developed in India during the reign of the Mamluk sultans through imitating the
landscape architecture of some Hindu temples. Water palaces became widespread in India
during the Mughal period and simultaneously, this architectural model entered Iran due to
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the interregional connections that were formed between the India and Iran in the Safavid
period. Based on historical texts and archeological evidence, Lahijan water palace is one of
the oldest water palaces in Iran, which was built by one of the local rulers of the All-e Kia
dynasty who ruled Gilan in this period. The results of the present research show that this
water palace was built by the order of Khan Ahmad Gilani (one of the local rulers of the All-
e Kia dynasty). The dominant pattern in the design of this water palace is "Hashtbehesht"
and it is built in one story. The general appearance of Lahijan water palace is very similar to
that of Namakdan Kushk of Isfahan and Beheshtbagh water palace in Ahmadnagar, and its
plan is comparable with Gazurgah Kushk of Herat and Jamhal Kushk of India. And its plan
is comparable.
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1. Introduction

Landscape architecture experienced various innovations in the middle and late centuries of Islamic
era. One of these innovations was using water in architectural elements, especially in gardens and
palaces. According to archeological evidence, ancient Iranian architectures have always benefitted
from water, fountains, ponds and pools in Persian gardens. However, the first examples and the
zenith manifestation of this architectural model in the Islamic era were developed in India during
the reign of the Mamluk sultans through imitating the landscape architecture of some Hindu
temples. Water palaces became widespread in India during the Mughal period and simultaneously,
this architectural model entered Iran due to the interregional connections that were formed between
the India and Iran in the Safavid period. Based on historical texts and archeological evidence,
Lahijan water palace is one of the oldest water palaces in Iran, which was built by one of the local
rulers of the All-e Kia dynasty who ruled Gilan in this period. The results of the present research
show that this water palace was built by the order of Khan Ahmad Gilani (one of the local rulers
of the All-e Kia dynasty). The dominant pattern in the design of this water palace is "Hashtbehesht"
and it is built in one story. The general appearance of Lahijan water palace is very similar to that
of Namakdan Kushk of Isfahan and Beheshtbagh water palace in Ahmadnagar, and its plan is
comparable with Gazurgah Kushk of Herat and Jamhal Kushk of India. The water palace can be
reached through a bridge with two vaults. According to the historical reports, it became a Chogan
playground during the era of Shah Abbas I, and it was used to clelbrate Nowruz during the reign
of Shah Safi.

2. Research Methodology

The date of the research has been collected through library studies as well as some small-scale
fieldwork. To examine the data, a theoretical approach known as "historical approach™” has been
applied. Thus, the historical developments of the water palace and the impacts of climate conditions
on its formation have been considered.

3. Discussion

Lahijan pool is a significant and valuable natural landscape in Gilan. This lake is 17 hectares in
size with a depth of 4 meters. It was originally built by the order of Khan Ahmad Khan Il (one of
the All-e Kia) during the Safavid period. Its inner island consists of a garden and a Kushk. Khan
Ahmad Gilani (975-1000 AD) ruled Biahpish (eastern Gilan) of Gilan and his capitals was
Lahijan. According to historical evidence, it seems that the Sheytankoh water palace is the first
example of this architectural model built in Iran, which was built by Khan Ahmad Khan.

While Shah Abbas | (1587/996 AD) took over the Safavid Empire, Khan Ahmad continued to
rule Gilan independently. Nonetheless, adopteding the policy of overthrowing the local rulers and
establishing a central government, Shah Abbas | regarded Khan Ahmad as serious threat. He did
not tolerate the existence of an independence-seeking person like Khan Ahmad and was always
looking for an opportunity to overthrow him, even though was apparently a submissive of the
Safavid government. In addition, Gilan silk and its trade monopoly was another factor for the
conquest of Gilan. Another reason was the strategic location of Gilan as one of the limited ways
of communication with Europe (Parsadost, 1388: 159-160). The relations between Khan Ahmed
Il and Shah Abbas | became hostile for many reasons and this issue had a significant impact on the
administrative fate of Gilan. The hostility began with harboring, Moeir al Mamalek, the deposed
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minister of Khan Ahmad by Shah Abbas, and refusing to pay Gilan’s tribute to the Safavid emperor
by Khan Ahmad (Natanzi Afushthai, 1373: 399).

Shah Abbas captured Khan Ahmad Khan, conquered Lahijan, Goke and Kisum, and occupied the
Seytankuh water palace. Subsequently, Shah Abbas executed numerous people of eastern Gilan,
and the Gilan territory was divided into several parts and each part was ruled by a ruler sent by the
Shah (Romelo, 1384: 145). Khan Ahmad Khan escaped from captivity and went to India. Shah
Abbas settled his army in a castle in Lahiijan near Sabzeh Meydan, which thereafter was known as
"Urdu Bazar" neighborhood. For a long time, this castle was the seat of the Safavid rulers whose
capital was Lahijan (Rabino, 1374: 363).

4. Conclusion:

One of the most important and oldest examples of this architectural model of Iran is Shaytankouh
of Lahijan. During the reign of the last king of the local dynasty of All-e Kia (Khan Ahmad Gilani)
in Gilan, this water palace was built in the Lahijan. When Shah Abbas took over the Safavid
Empire, he destructed it and built another Kushk on its foundation. Sheytankuh water palace was
built in one story based on Hashtbehesht palaces of the Safadis. It had central domes leading to
rows of porches on each side. Historical sources refer to the Sheytankoh water palace of Lahijan
as "the Chahartaq of lights". Based on the historical texts and descriptions of this historical Kushk
by the travelers and its hypothetical reconstruction, one can clearly see the elements of Iranian
architecture in its design, construction, and architectural elements. The extroverted nine-domes
square of this water palace is the continuation of the Hashtbehesht pattern of the Iranian
architecture, which had been also introduced to India. There is no doubt that the general appearance
of the Lahijan Kushk is very similar to the view of the Isfahan Namakdan Kushk of Isfahan and
the Beheshtbagh Hayat Kushk in Ahmadnagar. Moreover, it is comparable to the Gasurgah Kushk
of Herat and Jalmahal Kushk of India in terms of its construction pattern. The exterior of this water
palace is decorated with Panj Chehtari/Indian Kollah Farangi. These elements are derived from the
ancient architecture of India. Functionally, these elements accelerate the flow of air in the building,
and besides the aesthetic aspects, they are also very effective in air conditioning. In addition to the
architecture model and the exterior design, it can be considered as a combination of local
architecture of the India and Iran in a special way.

Based on the historical evidence, the materials used in this water palace were made of wood and
the roof was made of clay, and according to the descriptions of traveler writers, the model of its
construction is exactly the same as those of India and Iran. The clay roof and materials such as
wood in the construction of the building show the knowledge of the architects regarding the climate
of the region in that period. At first, access to the water palace was facilitated through boats, and
later through a bridge with two vaults, which has remained to this day. The results of the present
research show that the water palace of Lahijan meant to benefit from the beauty of the reflection
of the water scenery during the day and the reflection of the Moon light at night, known as "Mohtab
Bagh". This pavilion had been designed to balance the air and make use of the cool breeze of the
water to relax in warm weather, to ease the noise and crowd for the Shah of the Safavid era.
Furthermore, the pool provided a decent source of water in times of water shortage and droughts,
and nowadays the pool is used to irrigate fields. Among other uses, we can mention the playground
for Chogan, which was established in this place by the order of Shah Abbas I. Other entertainments
done in the Lahijan pool included boating. Moreover, it was sometimes used to welcome and
entertain the court guests and to celebrate Nowruz during Shah Safi's reign.
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