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was more important in the Safavid period, especially in the western regions of Iran, due to
the hostile relations that were going on with the Ottoman government. In this article, the
activities of Kurdish clans and peoples in the western regions of Iran, in the political
developments of the period of Shah Abbas | (1038-996 AH) have been investigated
historically with a descriptive approach. Among the important topics of this article, what
were the policies and causes of the conflicts between the Kurds during the period of Shah
Abbas 1? The result of the research shows that during the era of Shah Abbas I, the Kurdish
clans and tribes of Iran, who had the power and sovereignty of the states of the western
regions of Iran in the provinces of Kurdistan, Kermanshah, and Azerbaijan, were among the
main political and military actors in the west of the country. In this period, a kind of multi-
faceted relationship between the tribes and the Kurdish people has been created, which, while
creating unrest in the western province of Iran, has also led to tribal conflicts. The main actors
of tribal and tribal conflicts in the Kurdish regions during the period of Shah Abbas | were
Mahmudi, Danbali, Broadost, Makri, Hakkari, Ardalan, Belbas, Oramans, and Baneh tribes,
who were fighting each other for different and numerous reasons. According to the results
of this article, coercion, expansionism of the territory of Kurdish princes, power-seeking of
some Kurdish tribes, internal disputes and efforts to please the central government,
favoritism and fluid policies of the Safavid and Ottoman governments are among the most
important causes of Kurdish tribal and tribal conflicts in the period Shah Abbas was the first.
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1. Introduction

Kurds have undoubtedly played an important role in the political history of Iran. During the
Safavid period, the establishment of Kurdish settlements near the Ottoman borders significantly
influenced the delineation of borders between the two countries and played a crucial role in
defending Iran's territorial boundaries. During this period, the Kurds had power and influence, and
they exercised their power through large families. The presence of many nomads and tribes is a
significant and remarkable feature of the Kurds. Thus, the history of the Kurds can be described as
intertwined with the histories of these nomads and tribes. In such a way that the history, culture,
and customs of the people have been formed and developed in this format. During the Safavid era,
powerful clans such as Mahmudi, Danbali, Bradost, Makri, Hakkari, Ardalan, Zanganeh, Baban
Oraman, etc. lived in the western borders of Iran. Given the structure of tribal and clan life, it was
inevitable for conflicts and disputes to arise, especially considering the geographical location
between the Safavid and Ottoman governments and the influence of government policies on their
peaceful existence. As previously mentioned, these differences were further exacerbated. This
research aims to delve into the variances and rivalries among Kurdish clans during the reign of
Shah Abbas | (1038-996 AH). Its primary goal is to answer the pivotal question: which Kurdish
communities were embroiled in conflicts with one another, and how did these conflicts transpire?
The main reasons for this conflict, and what was the conflict? During the reign of Shah Abbas I,
Eilat held significant importance and played a prominent role. Various factors, such as tribal
interests, personal and tribal ambitions, as well as the policies of both the Safavid and Ottoman
governments, created a fertile ground for conflicts among the Mahmoudi, Hakkari, Belbas,
Oraman, and Bane tribes.

2. Research Methodology

This article aims to investigate the tribal and clan conflicts among the ruling Kurds during the reign
of Shah Abbas I, using a historical methodology and a descriptive approach that analyzes the
available data.

3. Discuss

During the historical era when the Kurds resided within the domains of the Safavids and Ottomans,
their strategic location greatly influenced their approach and policymaking. The Kurds, being
mindful of their clan's interests, strategically engaged or confronted both the Safavid and Ottoman
governments. During this period, Kurdish local governments had a dual policy with each other and
with the central government. Throughout the fluctuating history of Kurdish relations with both
their communities and central governments, a profound interplay emerged in which the influence
and loyalty of Kurdish families directly corresponded to the internal power and military might of
their respective provinces. Due to their strategic location on the border between the Safavids and
the Ottomans, they found themselves alternating between supporting the Safavids and forming
alliances with the Ottomans during that era. The considered sultan had a direct influence on their
policies. Despite certain Kurdish states being united and supporting the Ottoman sultans, it is worth
noting the close relationship between the influential Ardalan family and the Safavids in the inner
regions of Iran. Shah Abbas I, in particular, played a pivotal role in fostering this strong bond, with
many Kurds who had previously been under Ottoman rule during the Khudabandeh kingdom era
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being drawn back due to the government's prevalent weakness in support of the Safavid
government in this period.

What had limited the power of the Kurds during this period? Their internal conflicts revolved
around the struggle for power and the desire to gain favor with the Safavid or Ottoman kings. They
did not face each other in any way. This issue caused the Kurdish people to wander into the
company or confrontation with the central government. Furthermore, a significant proportion of
the Safavid army's forces dedicated to quash the Kurdish rebellion consisted of Kurdish tribes and
clans. Through the implementation of this policy, Shah Abbas I skillfully examined the allegiance
of these individuals, and strategically fostered division and animosity within the Kurdish
community, thereby extinguishing any hope for their unity. The Kordenshin regions are
characterized by their natural and mountainous surroundings, with foothills extending from the
Zagros range. The ruggedness of this land has fostered a resilient and determined spirit within the
powerful tribes, leading to their unwavering independence. As a consequence, power struggles
arose, leading to conflicts between them. These conflicts, in turn, heightened the tensions between
the provinces, creating a dynamic that fluctuated between convergence and divergence over time.
He had provided them with each other and with the Safavid or Ottoman governments.

During the period of Shah Abbas I, Kurds were among the main actors in the field of local politics
in the west of the country. During the period under discussion, the structure of Ili, which is
considered one of the specialties of the Kurds had a special kind of politics in the Kurdish areas.
This policymaking at the regional level revolved around axes such as the alliance and competition
of the Kurdish people. During this time, it is evident that Kurdish families were highly engaged in
competition and confrontations, rather than fostering interaction. The unfortunate truth is that this
reality not only resulted in extensive warfare and conflict within the province but also sparked
discontent throughout the Kurdish regions, allowing the Ottomans to encroach upon our homeland.
Naturally, the causes and factors behind the Kurdish conflict varied depending on the specific states
and provinces involved. Despite internal disagreements and the desire for dominance, the central
government actively sought alliances and conflicts with both the Safavid and Ottoman
governments. The pursuit of power, whether fueled by encouragement, persuasion, or tribal
alliances, emerged as a relentless driving force behind the Ili conflicts, leading tribes to engage in
destructive battles against one another. The Kurds were the first in the period of Shah Abbas I.

4. Result

Exploring the intricate dynamics among Kurdish and other tribal factions, as well as their complex
interactions with the central government, has been a pivotal subject in Iran's historical narrative
during the Islamic era. During the Safavid period, the issue I'm referring to became increasingly
crucial, particularly in the western regions of Iran, where intense hostilities with the Ottoman
government prevailed. This article historically investigates the political involvement of Kurdish
clans and peoples in the western regions of Iran during the reign of Shah Abbas | (1038-996 AH)
using a descriptive approach. What were the policies and causes that led to the conflicts between
the Kurds during the reign of Shah Abbas I, as discussed in this article? Research findings show
that the Kurdish clans and tribes held significant influence and vast authority over the western
territories of Iran during the reign of Shah Abbas I. They specifically exerted their sovereignty
within the provinces of Kurdistan, Kermanshah, and Azerbaijan, establishing themselves as major
players in both political and military affairs in the region. Currently, there exists a complex and
intricate relationship between the tribes and the Kurdish people. This relationship has not only
sparked unease in the western province of Iran but has also ignited territorial disputes among
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different tribal groups. During the time of Shah Abbas I, several tribes engaged in tribal and
territorial conflicts within the Kurdish regions. These conflicts involved prominent actors such as
the Mahmudi, Danbali, Broadost, Makri, Hakkari, Ardalan, Belbas, Oramans, and Baneh tribes.
The reasons behind their fierce rivalries were diverse and numerous, fueling a complex web of
conflicts in the region. This article's findings highlight the myriad factors that contributed to the
tribal conflicts and tensions during the reign of Shah Abbas I. Coercion, territorial expansion by
Kurdish rulers, power ambitions of certain tribes, internal disputes, the pursuit of central
government approval, favoritism, and the ever-changing policies of the Safavid and Ottoman
authorities all played critical roles in fanning the flames of discord among Kurdish tribes and the
Ilis have been.
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