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In the Qajar era, Agha Mohammad Khan Qajar attack destroyed and declined the
city of Kerman and the subsequent rulers of this city tried to rebuild and revive the
prosperity of the city again. Waqf and charity is also a factor that could always be
effective in serving the prosperity of urban life. In the city of Kerman, there were
various religious and intellectual cultural currents that tried their part to promote the
urban life of Kerman. According to the cultural and scientific background of
Kerman, the revival and creation of scientific and cultural centers is one of the
aspects that different currents tried to promote. According to these conditions, this
research seeks to answer the question of to which group belong the benefactors who
were effective in the scientific and cultural prosperity of Kerman. The findings of
this research showed that the groups affiliated with the government had a greater
share in scientific and cultural endowments and charities. On the other hand, the
formation of the Sheikhiya movement in Kerman and the dependence of this
movement on the government caused this religious movement to contribute
significantly to the scientific and cultural endowments in Kerman. This historical
research has been done using the analytical descriptive method and relying on library
studies.As a result of this research, information was obtained about the age of the
tomb, folklore concepts, genealogy and religious tendencies of the deceased. And in
addition to this information, the environmental characteristics, political structure and
the nomadic lifestyle of the inhabitants of the Jiroft Plain during the Safavid period
were explained. The tombstones were obtained from the marble quarry of those
areas. Also, the influence of factors such as aqueducts and eastern unevenness of the
region in the selection of this region as one of the settlements of Jiroft nomadic plains
during the Safavid period was determined.
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1. Introduction

Endowment and charitable actions have always served the Iranian society as a religious and cultural
tradition for the prosperity of social life. Science and scientific friendship is one of the
characteristics that has always continued among Iranians and there has been a deep relationship
between endowment and scientific and cultural prosperity in Iranian cities. In addition to the fact
that the endowment was a factor in the prosperity of schools in the middle history of Iran, the
financial independence of schools and scientific educational centers is one of their characteristics,
which is established with the help of the endowment and prevents the dependence of the
functioning of the schools on the government. In the Kerman region, there have been relations
between the endowment agent and scientific centers for a long time. Most of these endowments
belonged to the ruling class. During the Qajar period, after the restoration of the ruins of the city
caused by the attack of Agha Mohammad Khan Qajar on that city, many endowment schools were
established in the city of Kerman, the most important of which are the Ebrahimiye School, Mirza
Hossein Wazir School, and in the more recent era, Iranshahr National School, Saadat Primary and
High School, Shahriari National School, Adeb Pahlavi School and Kaviani National School.

2. Research method

This research was a library study examining the official documents related to the endowments of
Kerman province in the Organization of Documents and the National Library of Iran. Of course,
first-hand historical and geographical texts and existing research have also been used to follow up
on the issue of educational endowment.

3. Discussion:

The most critical period of the political life of Kerman during the Qajar period is the twenty-two-
year reign of Ibrahim Khan Zahir al-Dawlah in the city of Kerman, which is the longest period of
rule by a ruler in Kerman. He, who was morally moderate and people-oriented, was able to partially
repair the destruction caused by his uncle Agha Muhammad Khan Qajar to this city. Ibrahim Khan
appointed his son Muhammad Karim Khan as the trustee of the endowment. Haj Muhammad
Karim khan officially converted to the Shaykhiya religion, to promote the newly established
Shaykhiya religion and to replace this religion with other religions and sects. He returned to
Kerman and canceled the original endowment letter of the school. Then he summoned all the heirs
of Ibrahim Khan and they all donated their share of inheritance and left the management of their
endowments to Haj Mohammad Karim Khan. In this way, the property became the monopoly of
the Ebrahimiyeh School, and the proceeds from it had specific uses.

Leaders of Sheikhiya who realized the importance of endowment, in addition to scientific centers,
allocated a part of their assets to endow cultural centers. Since the followers of the Shaykhiya
School had realized the religious and social functions of the mosque, some businessmen and
wealthy people tried to provide prosperity for the Chehel Soton Mosque or the Haj Ali Agha
Mosque, which belonged to the Shaykhiya, by establishing endowments. In addition to religious,
intellectual, and cultural currents, local rulers and nobles, and dependents of Qajar rule were also
effective in reviving Qajar rule. Zahir al-Dawlah can be considered a pioneer in this regard, who,
of course, continued to serve the Shaikhiya movement in the continuation of his endowments. After
him, we can mention the family of Vakil al-Molk.
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Simultaneously with the occurrence of the constitutional revolution, the desire to establish schools,
especially endowment and charity schools, increased. Different groups were involved in creating
such schools. Zoroastrian benefactors, many Kermani and non-Kermani science-loving and
modern men, and non-lranian nationals were among these groups. Other modernists also
established schools in Kerman. Since the Ministry of Education still did not have the necessary
scope and financial power, endowments were effective in the development and growth of schools.

4 - Conclusion

The establishment of scientific and cultural centers was one of the institutions that the ruling
families of Kerman tried to promote and expand. On the other hand, efforts should be made to meet
their financial needs. Therefore, the endowment was an option that could provide the financial
independence of traditional and modern educational centers since the local rulers had the necessary
financial power; therefore, the main factor of scientific knowledge was the ruling class and the
rulers. The sheikhiyah movement, which benefited from many endowments in Kerman, had this
capability due to the affiliation and dependence of the main founders to the government. During
the constitutional process, due to the non-inclusiveness of the Ministry of Education, the
endowment was used to serve the growth of schools and became one of the factors underlying the
growth of schools. Regarding the social and religious groups, Zoroastrians were also able to be
effective in this field. They also provided the ground for the formation of new schools in Kerman
with their endowments. Comparing the social base of the Waqafin before and after the constitution,
it can be said that due to the fact that the conditions created after the constitutional revolution
provided more freedom of action for different social groups, even the financiers who had less
dependence on the Qajar rule or even lacked it were also able to be effective in promoting new
schools based on charity.
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