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the influx of foreigners to Iran s borders the rise of Afghans the illegal
considerations of the Russian and Ottoman governments and insecurity in the
maritime borders wer the results of this instability. In the meantime Nader shah
Afshar was able to Suppress the Afghans and toke the lost territories from foreiners
by ordering the disorderly Iranian army. Nader shah s effords to expel foreigners
from Iranled to the unification of the land and the formation of storng govern in Iran
in the 12™" century. On of the reasons for the Success of Nader Shah in saving Iran
and stabilizing the government was the components that strengthen the national
identity. This research is about using a constructivist approach of identity and its
components in the era of Nader shah Afshar. The results of this research wich has
been done in a descriptive and analytical and library method.suggests that Nader
Shah has had a moral awareness over the history calture and important components
of the Iranian identity and during its rule he has been trying to meet These
components independence and maintaining boundaries.
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1. Introduction

The fall of Isfahan in 1135 A.H. It is considered an important event in the history of Iran. The
government that was reviving the national identity of Iran after a long period of intransigence, was
occupied by the Afghans as a result of the changes in the last years of Shah Sultan Hossein Safavi's
rule. In such a situation, when the Iranian government was involved in crisis and civil war, the
neighboring governments seized the opportunity and attacked the Iranian land. On the one hand,
the Ottoman government occupied Azerbaijan, Kurdistan, Kermanshahan, Hamedan and important
parts of the north of the Aras River in the Caucasus region, and then entered into negotiations with
the Afghans and then Tahmasab Il of Safavid to stabilize their position. On the other hand, the
Russian government had captured parts of the Caucasus, Gilan and Mazandaran and signed an
agreement with the Ottomans on the occupation and division of the rest of Iran (the agreement of
1724). In addition, more than 12 local governors in every corner of the country started rebellion
and independence and Tahmasab Il as the king of Iran was moving from city to city by escaping
from Afaghaneh. It was at such a time that Nader Shah appeared and by giving order to the
disorderly army of Iran, he defeated the Afghans and freed the lost territories from the hands of
foreigners. Nader Shah's efforts to save Iran from these problems and challenges and restore the
sovereignty and government in this land is a very important issue that has not been ignored by
researchers. However, less attention has been paid to the fact that these efforts have been realized
in the light of what policy and with what approach. Whether or not Nader paid attention to the
unifying and strengthening components of national identity in order to achieve goals such as Iran's
independence, maintaining territorial borders and forming a unified government, is a topic that this
research deals with. Therefore, the main question of the current research is to what extent
Nadershah Afshar paid attention to the components of Iranian identity in his policies and what
effect did this have on his foreign policy? The hypothesis in front of the authors is that Nader Shah,
with his deep knowledge of Iran's history and culture, paid special attention to the important
components of Iranian identity, and during his reign, he tried to refer to these components. To
realize the independence and territorial integrity of Iran and to promote the role and status of Iran
in relation to the neighboring countries by adopting a peaceful or conflict-seeking policy with its
neighbors. The authors have tried to examine and analyze this hypothesis in the framework of
constructivist theory.

2. Reaserch Methodology

In this research, which was carried out using a descriptive and analytical method, an attempt was
made to extract the first-hand information related to the subject of the study by studying the first-
hand sources of this period, especially the written sources of Nader Shah's secretaries, and then by
comparing it with travelogues and new research sources in the framework of the theory. The
constructivism of the subject has been investigated and analyzed.

3. Discussion

Among the most important elements of the national identity of Iranians that have continued
throughout history, we can mention the Persian language, the history of Iran, the land and
geography, religion and Iranian myths. (Mahmoudi, 2014: 42) The formation of Iranian identity
has had many benefits, especially for political rulers. Documents and evidence show that in the
Afshari period, as in the Safavid period, attention to the concept of Iranian identity continued. Iran
is considered as a government in the official literature of Darbar and Diwan Naderi. Its survival
and basis is important for the judges and statesmen. The frequent use of the words Iran and Iran-
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Zemin in Naderi's Alam Arai (more than 180 times) and Naderi's Jahan Goshay (25 times), despite
Nader's authoritarian structure and militarism, shows that his government was inspired by
Iranshahri's ideas, which It has been inherited from the past, especially the Safavid dynasty. (Saif
al-Dini, 1395: 10-11) The use of such expressions (the nation of Iran, the people of Iran, the stately
and honorable people of Iran, the people of Iran, the people's republic, etc.) In the speeches and
correspondences of the Safavid period and later, he clarifies that the idea of Iranshahri and the
concept of national identity were common in these historical periods and contrary to the opinion
of some new experts who consider the concept of the nation-state as a product of the modern state
and after the constitutional revolution. They know (Ajoudani, 2007: 132), national identity and the
use of the word Iran in this land have been common.

A rare period in terms of macro aspects, especially military and geopolitical aspects, was the
continuation of the Safavid period. The Uzbek and Ottoman Turks, like the Safavid period, were
considered as "the other" as a constant threat to the survival of the state, and Nader spent a large
part of his war life to deal with these threats. Mirza Mehdi Strabadi's account of the conditions after
the fall of Isfahan is telling of how these "others™ who are Iran's enemy’s occupied parts of this
land and coveted it: "Until Turkmania became the plain, Afghania was Kandahar. And Rumiyya
made a breach in the foundation of the kingdoms of Iran and destroyed the foundation of the
monarchy and empire, and considered it necessary to make the Iranians desperation”. The main
characters can determine the position of neighbors as friends, rivals or enemies or others.
(Moshirzadeh, 2008: 260) In the light of this point of view, the rare attacks on the Khorezm region
and India can be justified due to the possibility of interference by the rulers there or the threats
from the Indian Gurkans and Afghans who fled to this country on the eastern borders.

Another important component of identity is the language and font used. History is proof that this
component has been in the land of Iran throughout the history of the Persian language. During the
period of Nader Shah Afshar, many letters were written by Nader, the chancellor, Shaykh al-Islam
of the Afshar court, to the rulers and rulers of the Ottoman government, which shows that Nader
was aware of the importance of the Persian language and that it was an important element of
identity in dealing with It has been used by the Ottoman government.

During Nader's rise to power from Abivard to Mashhad, whenever he defeated his enemies, he
would forgive them. He was looking for peace and recruiting even from his enemies and opponents
rather than killing and looting. The kind treatment of people who surrendered and the harsh
treatment of mercenaries and traitors brought him successful results. Nader used this principle
during his rule as well. He even preferred that people whose loyalty is questionable be recruited
instead of being needlessly destroyed (Axworthy, 2008: 90).

Nader's failures in suppressing Lezgi rebel groups in the west of Mazandaran created the first
necessary spark in Nader's mind to form a strong navy. Nader was well aware that not having a
navy has increased his control over large parts of Iran's territorial waters, namely the Mazandaran
Sea and the Persian Gulf. Therefore, he tried to turn the Persian Gulf into a completely Iranian sea,
without the presence of European and Arab powers. Nader's command to Latif Khan to be the
captain of all the coasts and ports of the Persian Gulf and head of Dashestan and Shulestan states
was the result of Nader's plans to dominate the sea, which was somehow removed from lIran's
complete control as a result of the developments of the late Safavid period. (Rain, 1356: 631;
Navaei, 1364: 572) One of the very important regions that was very important from Nader's point
of view as an Iranian patriot was Bahrain and Oman. Bahrain, as an inseparable part of Iran, was
one of the rare concerns after coming to power. For this reason, in the Mughan Desert Association,
it was emphasized on its conquest and return from Sheikh Jabareh Hola. "While Mohammad Taqi
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Khan (Begler Beighi of Fars) was getting a leave of absence from Alamiyan Dargah in Jolgai of
Mughan, Hazrat Zal Allahi spoke with the words of Mubarak regarding the extraction and
extraction of Bahrain, which was in the possession of Sheikh Jabara Hola for several years. They
emphasized eloquently". (Estrabadi, 1377: 277)

From the point of view of the aggressor, it was no different. He believed that the borders of the
Safavid period should be evacuated by the invaders, and he was always more suspicious of the
Russians than Shah Tahmasab Il. Religious differences and the opposition of Ottoman religious
scholars with their rare proposals led to the continuation of Iran-Ottoman wars. Undoubtedly,
Nader's goals in the field of ending the war with the Ottomans were to prevent further bloodshed
and deal with the internal disorder in order to secure Iran's national interests.

The transfer of parts of the northwestern lands of the Indian emperor to Nader Shah in exchange
for the return of the throne to Mohammad Shah Gorkani, although according to Mirza Mehdi
Estrabadi, it was the revival of parts of the Great Khorasan states that were returned again
(Estrabadi, 1377: 334), but in A realistic analysis was part of Nader Shah's policy, who wanted to
have a subordinate and obedient government for the security of the eastern borders of the territory;
"Obviously, maintaining the status quo in India was in the interest of Nader Shah, and it was
expedient for him to keep Muhammad Shah submissive on the throne of Delhi".

Nader also followed the same policy of creating security in the territorial borders in dealing with
the Turkmens living in the Trans-Nahar region and Kharazm. Nader always sought to establish
security in the borders that were once part of Iran during the Safavid era. In a summary of Nader
Shah's efforts to preserve the lands of Iran, it should be said that Nader had no wish but to restore
the glory and greatness of Iran and return the lost and captured provinces of the country. Nader has
been to any place outside of Iran during the Safavid era, to pursue and take revenge on foreign
usurpers or domestic ignorant criminals.

4. Conclusion

Nader was well aware of the weaknesses of the IRGC and the Iranian government. He was an
extraordinary organizer and educator who achieved many successes with military training,
strengthening firepower, discipline, command, self-modeling and strengthening elements of
Iranian identity. Nader Shah followed a special policy in his foreign policy with Iran's neighbors
based on these factors. In the eastern fronts, in dealing with Afaghaneh, the Gurkans of India and
the Trans-Nahar Turkmens, he considered the policy of ensuring the security of the eastern borders
and pursued one of the elements of identity, the concept of "self-other or friend and enemy" and
based his foreign policy on It is a solid construction.

Also, in dealing with the Ottomans, he considered them as Iran's long-standing enemies, "others"
who should be disciplined and remain in the position of the borders agreed upon during Shah Safi's
era. His effort was to protect Iran's interests and end two centuries of fruitless wars. Regarding
Russia, although Nader Shah did not get a deep understanding of their goals, he temporarily
removed their pressure on the northern regions and the Caucasus without war or conflict. In the
Persian Gulf and the Sea of Oman, Nader had understood the very sensitive conditions of Iran and
the growth of independence-seeking movements and the interventions of foreign powers, and to
solve these problems, efforts were made to completely dominate this sea, by forming a naval fleet
and suppressed the Arabs; although after his death all these efforts failed.
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