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In the science of international relations, some theories consider material
elements and some normative-value elements to have priority in power
building. Based on this assumption, the aim of this study is to identify the
pattern of power production in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh as one of the most
important platforms for Iranian identity formation. Using a Directed
qualitative content analysis, two questions are posed: 1) How are the elements
and patterns of international relations formulated in Shahnameh? 2) What are
the guiding elements (material and immaterial) for Iran's power production
vis-a-vis others and how are they applied in Shahnameh? The authors selected
constructivism as a theoretical framework to investigate these questions. The
results of the study show that there are both normative and material models
of international relations in the Shahnameh and The production of power by
the Iranian actor to another behavior and it depends on how Iran perceives
their identity.
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1. Introduction

There are two perspectives on the preservation and production of power. One perspective considers
power to be derived from material elements such as military, economic, population, and land
capabilities. Another perspective of view considers non-material elements such as values, culture,
and norms to be more important. In many countries, the factors that have shaped their identity have
a significant influence on prioritizing one of these perspectives. In this framework, Ferdowsi's
Shahnameh, as one of the most important sources of Iranian identity, has many themes based on
which one can understand a power production model. The stories in Shahnameh show that
Ferdowsi, in this book, paid special attention to all tools for gaining and maintaining power based
on his own circumstances and relationships between himself and others. Based on this assumption,
the aim of this study is to identify the pattern of power production in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh as one
of the most important platforms for Iranian identity formation. Using a Directed qualitative content
analysis, two questions are posed: 1) How are the elements and patterns of international relations
formulated in Shahnameh? 2) What are the guiding elements (material and immaterial) for Iran's
power production vis-a-vis others and how are they applied in Shahnameh?. The innovation of this
article is that understanding Ferdowsi's attitude to using the tools of power will lead to the
understanding of the cause of most of the political actions in the Shahnameh. On the other hand,
understanding how material and non-material elements of power are applied in works such as
Shahnameh can facilitate indigenous theoretical development as a recent concern.

2. Reaserch Methodology

The research method for this article is directed qualitative content analysis. In this method, the
main concepts of the subject, i.e. the constituent components of power from Ferdowsi's perspective
(material and non-material elements), are extracted based on the selected theoretical approach. In
the next step, these concepts are interpreted by referring to some poetry of the Shahnameh as
research data. This method is a suitable way to achieve the research goal because it seeks to
understand the opinion and infer the specific characteristics of a text.

3. Discussion

Ferdowsi is a guide and stabilizer of a part of Iran and Iranian identity. Identity means our
understanding of who we are and who others are) Jenkins, 2004: 5). In this sense, although the
Shahnameh is a literary-epic work, it actually expresses the needs that a nation needs to form its
identity. Based on the assumption that all international relations revolve around war and peace
(Bagheri Dolatabadi and Hanani, 2020: 2); elements such as depicting friends and enemies,
physical and identity demarcation, regional wars, larger wars like the war between Iran and China
or Iran and Rome, as well as military alliances (China-Rome alliance against Iran) all indicate the
existence of an international relations perspective in Shahnameh. However, the main point is that
the concepts of international relations in Shahnameh are not limited to realist theories alone, but
there are also many signs of non-materialistic concepts in them. Because despite acknowledging
the role of material elements, Ferdowsi considers priority to those concepts such as norms, values
and rules. In this sense, in Shahnameh, Ferdowsi considers the material elements such as war and
military power as the last resort for preserving the principles and ideals of Iran (Sadeghi and Tatari,
2011: 97). In contrast, the revival of Iranian identity through language, religious concepts, moral
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myths, and human characteristics indicates that non-material elements in Shahnameh have a greater
role than war in preserving Iranian identity. Therefore, according to Sajjad Aydenloo, Iranian
values mentioned in Shahnameh can serve as a practical model for contemporary life (Aydenloo,
2023).Considering the position, value, and importance of diplomatic tools in Shahnameh, it can be
said that this book, which begins with praise for wisdom and is therefore called "the book of
wisdom" by some, is a work related to all nations, a work that It can be called one of the leaders in
the field of dialogue in the international system (Azghandi and Mostakin, 2014: 27).

4. Conclusion

Ferdowsi revived the Iranian identity in the light of Shahnameh. In this process, he had a
comprehensive view of the relations between Iran and others. In his work, most of the concepts
and elements of international relations, such as balance of power, power structure, union and
coalition, etc., can be recovered. An important point that should not be overlooked is Ferdowsi's
prescription of power production strategies by Iranians in the international and regional, in dealing
with others. In this sense, Ferdowsi does not rely solely on material resources against others like
realists do, nor does he rely solely on non-material elements like idealistic approaches. Instead, like
the theorists of the Constructivists, while emphasizing both of these elements, he ultimately
prioritizes normative and value-based elements. From this point of view, Ferdowsi can be called a
realist constructivist who allows the Iranian actor to use a certain type of power in accordance with
the identity of the actor against Iran. This means that whenever «another» defines their identity as
an enemy and remains within that framework without aggression or trespassing against Iran,
Ferdowsi considers non-material elements as an appropriate strategy against them for changing
their behavior. However, when this other transforms from an enemy framework to a belligerent
adversary who takes up arms, Ferdowsi considers the use of elements such as war and military
power by lIranian actors legitimate. But what is noteworthy in this regard is that even in
confrontation with this belligerent adversary until the last moment, Iranian actors strive to employ
non-material and value-based elements against them. This means that Iran and Iranians do not
resort to the use of hard power until they are forced to do so, and that is when this adversary
threatens the practical existence of Iranian identity, land, and ideals. In short, Ferdowsi allows the
use of material elements against threatening enemies and considers it legitimate to use non-material
elements against those who are Iran's only rival or who do not intend to attack Iran's identity.
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