Iranian Civilization Research, Volume 5, Issue 2 - Serial Number 10, December 2023

A philosophical reflection on the purpose of marriage and criteria for choosing

a husband in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh

Gilani, Najmedin 1@

1, Assistant Professor of the History Department of Ferdowsi University of Mashhad. E-mail: gilani@um.ac.ir.

Article Info ABSTRACT
The present research is about the relationship between teachings in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh with the
Article type: thoughts of philosophers and thinkers such as: Plato, Schopenhauer, Nietzsche, Hume and Will Durant

Research Article

Avrticle history:

Received: 23 Jan 2023

Revised: 13 July 2023

Accepted: 9 November 2023
Published online: 25 December 2023

Keywords:

-Ferdowsi's Shahnameh
-Marriage

-choosing a hushand
-Plato

-Schopenhauer
-Nietzsche

-Hume

have studied about the purpose of marriage about the purpose of marriage, the criteria of choosing a
husband (attention to body and fitness and courage). In fact, the purpose of this research is a
philosophical analysis and reflection on the purpose of marriage and the criteria for choosing a husband
in the Shahnameh. The purpose of marriage and mating in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh is to give birth to a
child. Courage and fitness are among the criteria for choosing a hushand in the Shahnameh. Why
bravery and fitness were the criteria for your selection in Shahnameh? How was the position of the
body and the beauty of the body in the Shahnameh? There are questions that the author has answered
based on the teachings of the mentioned philosophers. The results indicate that the sanctity of marriage
was due to the continuation of the species and the birth of children, physical fitness also helped the
continuation of the correct species, and the beauty of the body was as important as the beauty of the
mind. Also, in the ancient world, due to the existing conditions, attention to the body was paid attention
to along with the soul and soul. In this research, an attempt has been made to deal with this issue with
a descriptive - analytical method.
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English Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The present research is about the relationship between teachings in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh - which
is an abstract and extract of the experience and culture of Iranians-with the thoughts of philosophers
and thinkers such as: Plato, Schopenhauer, Nietzsche, Hume and Will Durant have studied about
the purpose of marriage about the purpose of marriage, the criteria of choosing a husband (attention
to body and fitness and courage). One of the aspects that has not been paid enough attention to is
the philosophical aspect of Shahnameh. This research is trying to refer to the ideas and theories of
Plato, Schopenhauer, Nietzsche and Hume; to provide a philosophical analysis of the Iranian
teachings in the Shahnameh about the purpose of marriage and the criteria for choosing a husband.
The reason for choosing the above philosophers is that their thought in this field is very similar to
the culture of ancient Iran and Ferdowsi's Shahnameh. By referring to their theories, the author has
tried to provide a different and philosophical meaning, concept and understanding of the purpose
of marriage and the criteria of choosing a husband.

In fact, the purpose of this research is a philosophical analysis and reflection on the purpose of
marriage and the criteria for choosing a husband in the Shahnameh. The purpose of marriage and
mating in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh is to give birth to a child. Courage and fitness are among the
criteria for choosing a husband in the Shahnameh. Its body and beauty are valuable in Ferdowsi's
Shahnameh and it has played a prominent role in political and romantic relationships. Courage and
fitness are among the criteria for choosing a husband in the Shahnameh. Why bravery and fitness
were the criteria for your selection in Shahnameh? How was the position of the body and the beauty
of the body in the Shahnameh? There are questions that the author has answered based on the
teachings of the mentioned philosophers.

2. Reaserch Methodology

The research method in this article is descriptive-analytical. The author has analyzed the subject
by referring to Ferdowsi's Shahnameh and using the theories of philosophers such as: Plato,
Schopenhauer, Nietzsche and Hume.

3. Discussion

Shahnameh is not a one-dimensional and one-branch work. For Ferdowsi, the nickname "Hakim"
represents the multifacetedness of this character and his work. In fact, the Shahnameh is a treasure
of Iranian mythology, history, religion and culture, all aspects of which have not yet been
investigated properly. One of the aspects that has not been paid enough attention to is the
philosophical aspect of Shahnameh. The evidence indicates that there is a very close similarity
between the teachings in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh and the theories of philosophers such as: Plato,
Schopenhauer, Nietzsche and Hume. In Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, the purpose of marriage is to have
a child. Most of the above philosophers also consider the purpose of marriage to beget children. Of
course, this case is rooted in the religious beliefs of Iranians. In the religious belief of Iranians, a
child had a religious value. Because the number of followers of Mazda's religion increased with
each child. Its body and beauty also have the same value as the beauty of the soul in the religious
beliefs of Iranians and consequently Ferdowsi's Shahnameh. One of the criteria for choosing a bride
in the Shahnameh was the beauty of the body and fitness. Courage was also valued so much that
girls prefer brave heroes over wealthy princes. In all these cases, there is a similarity between the
teachings in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh and the theories of the above philosophers.
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4. Conclusion

The current research is based on the theories of philosophers such as: Plato, Schopenhauer,
Nietzsche, Hume and Will Durant; He had a philosophical reflection and analysis on the purpose
of marriage and the criteria for choosing a husband in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh. The results indicate
that the purpose of marriage was the continuation of the species and the birth of children. As can
be seen from the evidence, this idea was rooted in the religious and mythological beliefs of Iranians.
In Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, the purpose of marriage in most cases is to have a child. The same thing
that Schopenhauer, Nietzsche and Will Durant interpreted and analyzed with a philosophical
statement. Also, in Iranian culture, religion of Zoroastrianism and following them in Ferdowsi's
Shahnameh, special attention has been paid to body, body beauty and physical fitness. Physical
fitness has such a place in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh that it has been one of the main criteria for
choosing a husband for girls. Why is fitness and courage superior to other criteria? Have been
analyzed by each of the philosophers in a different way. Hume believed that the beauty of the body
was as valuable as the beauty of the mind. Because the beauty of the body, like the beauty of the
mind, makes us feel good. In fact, it somehow expresses balance, harmony and proportion. Also,
they express strength and vitality, which was very valuable in war in the ancient world. In brave
and warrior societies like Iranians, strength, courage and agility had a value beyond anything else.
For this reason, women prefer physical strength over other criteria. Because the evangelizing power
of defense and the strong has evolved. Therefore, in the Iranian religious thought that the world
was a battleground of two forces, one must be brave and powerful to help the Ahura forces and
defeat the demonic forces.

Another criterion for choosing a husband and the values that have been given special attention in
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh and in the philosophical teachings of philosophers such as Plato, Nietzsche
and Hume is courage. Hume considers it the absolute foundation of merit and the highest virtue.
Nietzsche considers it the principle of all human history. In the Shahnameh, an athlete who is not
brave is not an athlete, and fathers preferred the death of their children to their cowardice. Girls
also preferred a brave and fearless suitor over a cowardly rich suitor. When Tahmineh hears about
Rostam's courage and bravery, she falls in love with him. Gostasp, too, when the suitors of his
daughters talk about having treasures and desires, He asks them for courage or brave deeds. Will
Durant believes that the need for child support and family management lies in this work.
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