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Considering that the old cemeteries are one of the most important works found in
this territory, The tombstone inscriptions of the Garam Salar Reza family, attributed
to the governor of the Safavid era, located in Anbarabad city, Jiroft city, Kerman
province, have been studied. Tombs are one of the most important sources of
archaeological studies for research in various fields of human sciences. Inscriptions
engraved on tombstones, in addition to its main use as preserving the memory of the
deceased and expressing some information in his introduction, are important
findings for dating in archaeological studies. Also, this research investigates the
impact of environmental factors on the cultural findings (tombstones) and the
location of this area as one of the important settlements of the Safavid era in Jiroft
Plain, based on the history of the construction of the building. The data of this
descriptive-analytical research has been collected through field investigation and
library study.

As a result of this research, information was obtained about the age of the tomb,
folklore concepts, genealogy and religious tendencies of the deceased. And in
addition to this information, the environmental characteristics, political structure and
the nomadic lifestyle of the inhabitants of the Jiroft Plain during the Safavid period
were explained. The tombstones were obtained from the marble quarry of those
areas. Also, the influence of factors such as aqueducts and eastern unevenness of the
region in the selection of this region as one of the settlements of Jiroft nomadic plains
during the Safavid period was determined.
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1. Introduction

The study of tombstones is important in historical, archaeological and anthropological research.
Apart from helping the dating of ancient cultures, such a research makes it possible to find the
names of political figures, religious elders, social figures and even ordinary people. Perhaps these
people were prominent and influential figures in their time whose names were not mentioned in
any written document and were forgotten over time. The present research will also make us aware
of part of the cultural identity, local history and religious beliefs of the people of the geographical
area of Halil Rood during the Safavid era, A period that the ancient historical sources have paid
less attention to and are almost silent. It is stated in the chronicles that "In the middle years of the
Safavid rule, the people of Jiroft region enjoyed more prosperity and comfort than in previous
periods. This prosperity can be seen from the tombs and some half-ruined castles in the studied
area" (Safa, 2011:115). In general, the research in the tombs of the Safavid era of Jiroft, as an
example of the few documents of the continuity of residence in Jiroft during the Safavid era, will
lead to the discovery of some historical and unknown cultural ambiguities of this city.

In this research, apart from studying the books engraved on the tombstones, the type of tombstones,
the structure of the tomb and its location are investigated. In fact, the type of tombstones and the
location of the tomb are directly related to the bio-ecological potential and the cultural and religious
components of the region. According to the cultural and historical potentials of the tombs of this
research, in addition to knowing the historical propositions, we are trying to know the relationship
between the ecosystem and the cultural components of the target region. Therefore, this research
is based on the following questions:

1. According to the themes of the inscriptions on the tombstones of Salar Reza's tomb in
Anbarabad, Kerman, what was the dating and the foundations of the religious tendencies of the
people of that community during the creation of this building?

2. What was the location and quality of the residence of the deceased in this tomb and their
relatives?

3. How is the position of environmental factors affecting cultural data (tombstones) and the
selection of the location of this area in the historical period of the construction of the building
evaluated?

2. Reaserch Methodology

The upcoming research is a type of descriptive-analytical research. In this essay, the geographical
location and climatic conditions of the region are discussed first, Then the authors have used
historical texts to identify the identity of Salar Reza. In the following, the engraved inscriptions on
the five tombstones located in Salar Reza's tomb have been read and dated. And in the end, with
the premise of locating this building within one of the main and seasonal settlements of the Jiroft
Plain during the Safavid era, While analyzing the historical and cultural information extracted from
the reading of tombstones, the impact of environmental factors on the selection of this area has
been investigated.
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3. Discussion

The main available evidence to determine the age of Salarreza's tomb is the inscriptions and the
date recorded on the tombstones. There are eleven tombstones in this mausoleum, of which only
two tombstones are in place. The first surviving example belongs to Salar Reza, son of Pirzad, and
his death date is in 1011 AH.This grave is bigger than other gravestones and measures 40 x 140
cm, which indicates her social, political and economic status. In the upper part of this tombstone,
the religious beliefs of the deceased, including monotheism, prophethood, and imamate, are stated.
This inscription reads: "There is no god but Allah - Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah - Aliya
Wali Allah is true™ (Figure 4). Another relatively intact tombstone is placed next to Salarreza's
tombstone, the bottom inscription of which indicates the date of death of the deceased in 1117 AH
(Figure 5).

Other tombstones have been removed from their original place and broken. Among the fragments
of destroyed gravestones, four stones can be identified. According to the four tombstones The date
of death of these four deceased according to the four tombstones is 1083, 1111, 1115 and 1118 AH
respectively. (Figures 6, 7, 8, 9, 10).

As mentioned, Salar Reza's tombstone has the oldest date among these six tombstones. This means
that Salar Reza himself was the first person buried in the tomb. Considering the mention of Salar
Reza's father's name as Pirzad, Salar Reza's fraternal relationship with the owners of the other two
graves, which include those who died in 1111 and 1117 A.H. It is obtained. It should be noted that
Pirzad is not mentioned in any source as the brother of Shah Abbas. Therefore, we cannot accept
the belief of the natives of the region that Salar Reza and Shah Abbas Safavi were related.

In general, the inscriptions on the studied gravestones are in both Arabic and Persian languages.
The text of some of them is expressed in three parts: header, text and margin. Some others have
two parts, header and text, and some have only text. In the tombstones with the header, in this part,
the three martyrdoms of belief, which are "There is no god but Allah, Muhammad is the Messenger
of Allah and Ali is the Guardian of Allah™ are stated. The Persian text of the mentioned graves
mainly includes some details of the deceased and the year and month of her death. The year of
death is engraved numerically on the lower left side of the graves. The margins of some graves also
contain Arabic phrases and sentences, including great salutations and Persian poems in mourning
for the deceased.

From the Arabic expressions read, it is possible to understand the belief of the deceased in the Shia
religion and their devotion to Imam Ali (Figures 4 and 8). Also, in the margin of one of the existing
tombstones (Figure 6), the phrase Salavat Kabir is engraved. Salawat is mentioned that with the
third line, it completely indicates the belief of the deceased and his family in the Twelve Imam
Shia religion.

In addition to some basic information about the deceased such as the name and year of death, the
Persian inscriptions on the tombstones of Salar Reza include simple and pleasant poems written
and expressed in the description of the deceased person and her survivors. For example, from the
poems written on Salem II's tombstone (Figure 5), it appears that the deceased was a child and the
poems were written by his father. On tombstone number 3 (Figure 7) there is also a poem by an
unknown poet in Nastaliq script, which expresses the special circumstances of the deceased's death.
An unfortunate incident that caused the death of a young man. Considering the conceptual and
formal similarity of these poems with similar examples from Kermani (Islam Panah, 2013: 22), it
seems that this poem was common in the popular literature of that time and has undergone changes
due to oral transmission.
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According to the content of the read inscriptions, the date of death and the distinguishing features
of the tombstone attributed to Salarreza, and also considering that in the history of the Safavid era,
khans and lords are mentioned in the geographical area of Halil (Mashizi, 1990: 403, 674), It seems
that Salarreza's tomb is a kind of monument built by the local ruler of this region. Apart from its
primary use as a tomb, this building is probably considered a symbol of the power of Salarreza.
Perhaps the abundance of local rulers in the region, such as Mir Haidar Mehni in Esfandghe (ibid.:
674) and Mir Jahangir Rudbari in the southern regions (ibid.: 619), is a proof of the rule of master-
servant systems. Probably, this government system was based on the dominant livelihood of
Kochroi in the vast territory of Halil-Rud during the late Islamic and Safavid eras. Considering the
single introduced work known as Salar Reza's tomb and the folk traditions of the people of the
region who refer to Salar Reza's character as their role model, as well as the sanctity of this work
among the people of those regions, it seems that Salar Reza has a superior religious position among
It has been enjoyed by the people of its time. But besides the spiritual status, the political and
economic authority of Salar Reza as the great lord and owner of a part of Halil-Roud territory
should not be ignored. In fact, the construction of such a building at a time when people with low
economic power live in simple structures based on plant materials (light architecture) and also
despite the lack of concentrated urban centers in this region, shows the superior political and
economic position of Salar Reza.

4. Conclusion

The geographical area of Jiroft is one of the best study models for understanding the role of ecology
and nature on the cultural, economic and religious components of the inhabitants of the region in
different periods of history. In this research, the building of Salar Reza's tomb located in Anbarabad
city was briefly introduced on the study of the historical and geographical components of the
region, and then, in addition to documenting and introducing the tombstones and examining the
Islamic lines inscribed on them, the content analysis of these inscriptions was done. The research
revealed that these inscriptions have been written in Nashq, Thuluth, and Nastalig lines and in
addition to presenting personal characteristics, it shows the religion and beliefs of the people of
Jiroft during the Safavid period.

In addition to the history engraved on the stones, historical references, folklore information and the
works of many aqueducts in the region, it tells about the exploitation of the region in the late Islamic
and Safavid eras. These biological components play a role in the formation of governmental
institutions and manifestations of religious power, such as the phenomenon of tomb building. It
seems that a part of the surrounding land of Salarreza tomb located in Garm-Salarreza village was
one of the settlement centers of Jiroft plain people during the Safavid period. The lack of
architectural works related to settlements is also related to the way of life and architectural tradition
based on plant materials. In fact, the construction of this mausoleum shows the relative
convergence of the three components of economy, power and religion in this cultural part of Jiroft
in this time period (Safavid period) despite the lack of concentrated urban centers.

Also, as a result of this research, the influence of some environmental factors in the formation of
the type of life and cultural landscapes of this region was revealed. Special architecture with natural
and renewable materials provided the basis for sustainable development. Natural complications are
also very important in shaping the culture and history of the studied region, In fact, apart from their
special role in designing the pattern of territorial settlement of the people of the region throughout
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history, they have also had an undeniable importance in the discussion of choosing the way of life
and the pattern of belief. According to the identification of a huge marble quarry 5 kilometers east
of Salarreza's tomb, perhaps the marble tombstones of this tomb can be considered the most
convincing material and cultural evidence of the influence of nature's capabilities on the cultural
landscape of this region.
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