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Abstract

1. Introduction

One of the notable topics in mystical texts is the investigation of the
relationship between mystics and the rulers of the time and how to deal
with them. It seems that mystics are alien to politics, and mysticism,
which is from the category of meaning, discovery and intuition, solitude
and trance, cannot be collected with politics, which is an external,
general, social phenomenon and related to the life and livelihood of
humans; there is no relationship between spirituality and mysticism and
politics. The examination of mystical texts shows that mystics' interest
in the destiny of man and his happiness and misery, which is somehow
related to the way of running the country, has made them to react
against politics and government. Many of the elders of Mysticism
(Erfan) have addressed political resistance in their works and expressed
their views on political issues and government leaders. Regarding
elements such as recommending rulers to justice and being anti-
tyranny, criticizing rulers, telling the truth against tyrannical rulers,
resistance against ruling powers, expressing criticism and objection to
the behavior of rulers and the political resistance of mystics, the fifth
century is considered as one of the eventful and influential centuries.
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Political developments and social conflicts provided the ground for the
activity of mystics and Sufis. The establishment of schools of religious
sciences, and the spread of monasteries and mystical writings caused
the spread of Sufism. The period between the fifth century and the
whole of the sixth century and the beginning of the seventh century is
the most important period of activity of mystics in Iran.

2. Methodology

This research provides information using the library method and
analyses the data using content analysis method and finally presents the
findings.

3. Discussion

3-1. Content review

Prose mystical texts are one of the best platforms for the expression of
resistance and struggle against violence and oppression The mystics
have criticized the rulers, and political resistance has been manifested
in their works. Mystical resistance is one of the types of literature. In
the works of many mystics, the components of resistance can be
observed. At the beginning, what comes to mind from the concept of
resistance in mystical texts is considered resistance. In this way, it is
about the internal struggle with the ego. A struggle in which a person
faces internal enemies and has no choice but to win over them to
achieve happiness. Mystics have criticized rulers in their works and
political resistance has been manifested in their works. Resistance
means firmness, endurance and standing, i.e. standing against anti-
freedom currents.

3-1-1. The relationship between mysticism and politics

Many definitions have been mentioned about politics and mysticism,
but only one definition of each is enough. Politics, in a special sense, is
everything that related to the government and management; and
determining the form and objectives and how the government operates
is from the category of political affairs. Therefore, whenever we talk
about "politics” in a special sense, we are always dealing with the
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government, that is, the organization of power in society, which is the
guardian of the existing order and its promoter.

3-1-2. Elements of political resistance in mystical prose

One of the most important issues in any society is how to manage
society and exercise power in it. Mystics have paid attention to this
important issue in their works .The word that is used against justice is
oppression, which is the most depraved behavior that can be found in
societies. In autocratic societies, the king does not consider anyone to
be right and worthy except himself, and the idea is formed that a society
free from oppression cannot exist.

3-2. No need for rulers

The spiritual authority of some mystics has been such that some
officials and ministers paid homage to the elders of Tarigat and visited
them.

3-3. Criticism of government agents
The wrong choices of government officials disturb the political and
social situation of the society. Some mystics have pointed out this point.

3-4. Speaking the truth against the ruling powers

Persistence and truth-telling in front of the powers sometimes brings
mystics to the arena and sometimes they do not ignore any advice in the
matter of fame and behave like truth-telling reformers; they speak the
truth without being afraid of the awe of the sultans.

4. Conclusion

Erfan, in its nature, pays attention to the society and accepts

its responsibility towards God's creation and is not indifferent to social
affairs. Probing into the mystical prose shows that mystics were not
only justifiers of oppressive governments; rather, they have learned to
oppose the rebellious kings, criticized them and encouraged them to do
justice and avoid oppression. Although they were able to find a
suitable position in the court, they have distanced themselves from
power and have shown resistance. Despite objections that have been
raised against Sofis, this group has played a significant role against the
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ruling powers and against their corruption. Telling the truth in those
days entailed an exorbitant cost; however, righteous and free people
praised the truth and made rulers think about the end of their work out
of compassion.

The fifth century and the whole of the sixth century and the beginning
of the seventh century is the most important period of activity of
mystics in Iran. By educating students, mystics have made great
contribution to guiding people and promoting freedom. What is
expected in the concept of resistance in mysticism is political resistance,
which is mostly expressed in the form of criticism and protest. Elders
such as Abu Saeed Abi al-Khair, Hajawiri, Qashiri, Ghazali, Attar,
Molana, Najm Razi, Nasfi, etc., used various procedures to express their
dissatisfaction with the governments of their time and questioned their
legitimacy. Some mystics stood firm in front of the Mongol invasion
and invited the people to stand up; among these people are Attar
Nishaburi and Najm Dayeh, whose followers of the Kabaruyeh school
also continued his path due to Najm Dayeh. Some of the Sufi dynasties
apparently believed that because the king's goodness is the good of the
subjects and his corruption is the corruption of the subjects, it was
necessary for them to communicate with the rulers; therefore, if a
mystic establishes a relationship with the government so that he can
serve the people in its shadow and solve the problem, this familiarity
and communication should not and cannot be interpreted as the
approval of the government on his part.
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